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McCook County, 
South Dakota, 1976 


CATISS 


The blacksmith was much more 
than a mere shoer of horses, The 
true spirit of the man was the role 
of horse psychologist, purveyor of 
hardware and town handyman. He 
worked at his anvil hammering 
out tools, hinges, pots and pans,. 
hardware and wagon springs. The 
“smithy’’ repaired and mended 
everything of iron that broke or 
wore out. 


The blacksmith’s place in the com- 
munity was an important one. 


Every member of the village was... 


his customer; his shop provided a 
gathering place for talk and gossip 
by the men and one of mystery 
and excitement for the children. 


DEDICATION.... 


In remembering our 200th 
year as a nation, it seems 
only fitting and proper that 
this publication be dedicated 
to the pioneers of this county, 
and to all McCook County 
residents who love the land 
and the people. 

To these men and women 
go the credit of not only 
founding the cities and 
villages within the county, 
but also providing many of 
the fine advantages we enjoy 
today, as citizens of McCook 
County. 

Theirs has been the 
inspiration that has caused 
others to carry on the work of 
keeping this county one of 
which we of today are proud 
to be a part. During this 
moment of reflection, we are 
especially grateful to those 
pioneers of vision and 
foresight who made the many 
sacrifices necessary to settle 
in McCook County. We all 
recognize the importance of 
itiuse sacrifices, and see the 
results around us. 

Theirs was not an easy 
life! At times it seemed that 
everything went against 
them-even nature herself, 
The winters were severe, 
with extreme cold and raging 
blizzards. The summers were 
hot, and often dry, during 
which time they saw the 
crops on which they had 
worked so hard, wither away 
because of lack of moisture 
and the hot sun. . 

However, even though 
some did give up and head 
back east, there were many 
pioneer families who did not 
give up, but stayed to fight for 
their homes and lives. These 
were the fine people who had 
faith in this county and 
surrounding area. May we, 
the generation of today, build 
with the confidence and 
sureness, as they did who 
came before us. 
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McCook County... 


named after Edwin S. McCook, a Civil War 
General and Secretary of Dakota Territory 


The first settlements in the Territory of Dakota were Union, Clay 
and Yankton Counties, The 1860 population was less than 5,000 and except 
for the counties already settled, the territory was thought to be a large 
Wasteland, “‘fit only for the home of the buffalo and red men.”’ Gradually, 
however, the fertility of the soil around what is now McCook County 
became known and multitudes flocked to the area from eastern states. 
“The boom commenced in 1880, and in the succeeding five years, the 
population of the territory increased from 133,000 to 415,610,”’ [It was said 
that no county had a more favorable prospect than McCook. 

This information was taken from an article entitled ‘A Land of 
Plenty"’ in the October 14, 1886 Bridgewater Times. It went on to describe 
the location and geography of the land of McCook County. “McCook 
County, Dakota, lies in the third tier of counties from the southern 
boundary of the territory, and in the second tier from the eastern line. 
being in the center of the great section of south-eastern Dakota which has 
become so widely celebrated for its rapid and substantial development 
and wonderful productiveness. In shape it is an exact square, comprising 
sixteen townships. 

“The surface is like that of the greater portion of southeastern 
Dakota, slightly undulating, being covered with irregular elevations and 
depressions unlike the surface of the eastern or southern states. The 
whole of this section is believed by scientists to have once formed the bed 
of a vast sea, and it is noticeable that the irregular surface does resemble 
that left by a shallow body or stream of sluggishly moving water. For 
some distance on either side of the streams it is quite broken. Boulders 
are found scattered over the surface, but only to a small extent. In the 
absence of quarry stone these take their place, and are used fora variety 
of purposes. Frequent depressions are found which have no outlet, but are 
so shallow that they will hold only a small quantity of water. These unless 
drained are not suitable for cultivation, but produce g;ass in great 
quantities, 

“Three streams cross the county from north to south, the East 
Vermillion in the eastern part of the county. the West Vermillion near the 
center and Wolf Creek near the west line. These are of small size, and as 
the country through which they flow is nearly level, their waters can not 
be utilized for manufacturing purposes. Numerous small lakes dot the 
country here and there. The waters of the streams and many of the larger 
lakes are filled with fish: pickerel, sunfish, bass, bullheads ete., and they 
are the home also of multitudes of ducks. of a great number of varieties 
especially in the spring or fall of the year. 


‘The prairies have been burned over every year for generations so 
ng tim ber has grown in McCook County, with the exception of perhaps 30 
or 40 acres in the northeastern part in what is known as Miller's Gulch, a 
deep cut in the bluff having protected the timber from fire. Artificial 
groves have been planted by settlers. however, which promise 
commendable results in a few years. Many of the tree claims have proved 
failures, as they were owned principly by non-residents, and were 
neglected; but actual settlers are taking pride in raising timber for profit 
and already the groves have greatly improved the appearance.” 

As to the climate of the area, the myths of the terrible cold and 
the frequent raging blizzards of the winters proved to be somewhat 
exaggeration. The temperatures were warmer than eastern states the 
same distance north and the blizzards, according to one New York man, 
were nothing like the ones back home. The absence of trees as 
windbreaks made the storms seem more intense than they actually were, 
D. B. Durgin of New York stated that the winters were sunny and dry and 
that he had suffered through much colder winters in St, Louis than he 
ever had in southeastern Dakota. He also stated that the crops were put in 
two weeks earlier in Dakota and that the climate was well adapted for 
raising livestock. 

The soil of McCook County is a black sandy loam from 12 inches 
to three feet in depth. The subsoil is clay with a considerable amount of 
lime and gypsum. The easy cultivation and great fertility was shown by 
the huge crops of grain and grasses raised each year. The soil seemed to 
withstand drought better than that in the east or south, and seemed 
adapted to nearly every crop which had been tried in the area. Wheat, 
corn, oats, flax, barley, sugar cane, broom corn, tame grasses, potatoes 
and all kinds of vegetables, ete., grow remarkably well. The water in the 
area Was reported as being quite hard because of the amount of minerals 
in the soil, Livestock business was also doing very well and was expected 
at thal time to be the major source of income in the county. The excellent 
railroad facilities, three different railroads crossing in three different 
directions were said to be a valuable asset to the county and ils farm 
industry. 

McCook County was carved out by the legislature of 1873 under 
the governship of William A. Howard. On May 10, 1878 a small band of 
men, among them M. A. Lange, left Decorah, lowa to come west, They 
came to Sioux Falls and there heard that John D, Cameron was starting a 
settlement 22 miles west of there. The men decided to move on to the new 
settlement. They came to Lee's Crossing, later known as Andy 
Waechter’s crossing, on the Vermillion River and found that there were 
very few people living in the area. Among those who had come before the 
Lange party were Charles Millard, Mr. Knox, John D. Hutchinson, 
Lawson Wells, M. Davenport, Carley McCrary and Mr. G. Miller who was 
the first settler in the county. 

On May 23, 1878, Mr, Lange and his brother Will, along with some 
of the other men in the party, filed claims in Imery Township. This was 
probably the first filing done in the western part of McCook County. The 
men broke up small tracts of land and built sod cabins to hold their 
claims. They returned to lowa for the winter but came back to their 
claims in the spring, 


Long before ali this happened, however, the aclual first 
inhabitants came to the area now known as McCook County. They were of 
course, the Indians. In April, 1928, while building the Sundal Hill Road in 
Ramsey Township Section 27, the county road crew dug up an Indian 
burial ground containing 30 skeletons. The skeletons belonged to a tribe of 
Indians called the Mound Builders, They were the first people to occupy 
this region. The tribe was called the Mound Builders because they built 
mounds over their buried dead or sometimes buried them in mounds, 
They occupied at one time the eastern third of South Dakota, before the 
coming of the Arikaras and later the Sioux around 1750. 

The skeletons were taken from the highest point of land 
overlooking the Vermillion River Valley. Mounds in the rest of the state 
were found in similiar positions. One method of burial for the Indians was 
to put the bodies up into trees or on scaffolds where they were often left 
until the flesh had separated from the bones and the latter fell to the 
ground. On special days, the bones would be gathered up and placed in a 
slight depression and a mound built over them. 

Apparently one of the skeletons in the mound was stained with 
red paint. This would have been the chief or some other high official in the 
tribe as they were buried with red paint which would stain the bones after 
a time. The skeltons which were found near the Sundal Road were of both 
sexes and all ages, The mound builders were in the area hundreds of 
years ago and Were very primitive people judging from their crude stone 
tools 

In the days when Indians occupied this area. McCook County was 
crossed by two Indian trails. The first was the Pipestone Trail which 
entered from the northeast, came south for a few miles and then shot 
directly west through the county, The second was the Black Hills Trail 
which entered from the east and passed directly west, 

McCook County was organized on June 15, 1878. The size of the 
county was made out to be 24 by 24 miles which was divided into 16 
(ownships: Pearl; Sun Prairie; Brookfield; Ramsey; Benton; Salem; 
Richland, Montrose, Jefferson; Emery; Canistota; Greenland, 
Bridgewater; Union; Grant; and Spring Valley The county Was named 
for Edwin 8. MeCook, a Civil War general and Secretary of Dakota 
Territory. McCook was a member of the famous family of “‘fighting 
McCooks”’ of Ohio, six of whom won general's stars in the Civil War. He 
was shot and killed at Yankton in 1873 by Peter Wintermute as a result of 
a bitter political battle between the two men, Wintermute was convicted 
of the murder in the first trial but appealed the case and was acquitted. 

The first McCook County Commissioners meeting was held on 
June 15, 1878. The commissioners had been appointed by Governor 
Howard of Dakota Territory and were David and Isaac Manary and 
William H. Wells. The first meeting was held at Cameron with Wm, H, 
Wells being elected as chairman of the board for the tirst term, County 
officers appointed by the commissioners until the next general election 
were John D, Cameron, Register of Deeds and County Clerk; Walter 5. 
Price, Treasurer; James Manary, Sheriff; Andrew Burger, County 
Superintendent of Schools: John Hutchinson, Chris Saft, and Peter 
Muench, Justices of the Peace: Damon E. Wells, Judge of Probate; G, P, 
Cross, County Surveyor and County Attorney; Charles 5. Millard, H. G. 


Miller. David Manary and Lar Harris. Constables. At the meeting it was 
decided that the county seat should be located al Cameron in the 
southeast quarter of Section 35, Canistota Township. Shortly after the 
second meeting, John D. Cameron resigned as Register of Deeds and 
County Clerk. He turned over the records of the offices which included 
one mortgage record, one warranty deed record and one miscellaneous 
record, L. N, Van Vranken was appointed to take his place. At the same 
meeting it was Voted that there be only one precinct in the next territorial 
and county election with polls located at Cameron. William H. Wells. J. 
W. Clark and George W. Carr were appointed as judges for the upcoming 
election, 

January 6, 1879 was the first meeting of the Board of Commissioners 
elected at the first county election on November 5th, 1878. Those elected 
were Damon E, Wells, Charles S. Millard and Lyman Turner, L. N. Van 
Vranken retained his position as clerk. There is no official record of the 
other county officers chosen in the first county election, They were not 
recorded inthe Commissioners proceedings and no election books for that 
far back were available. One source names those elected as L. N, Van 
Vranken, Register of Deeds: J. W. Bullard, Treasurer; W. J, Clark, 
Sheriff; Rev, Thos. Schaefer. Superintendent of Schools; Nick Reecy, 
Assessor; J, G, Carter, Judge of Probate; M. A. Lange, Surveyor and J, J. 
Carter. Coroner. Other references in the Commissioners record book 
named W. S. Buren as Superintendent of Schools: W. C, Landphier, 
Assessor, F, P, Dobson, County Surveyor, W. H. Wells, Justice of the 
Peace; and Matt White, Sheriff. 

Al the first meeting the motion was made and carried that 
Damon E. Wells act as chairmen, The board members drew lots for 
terms, Lyman Turner drawing the three year term, Damon E. Welis the 
two year term and Charles S. Millard the one year term. Voting precincts 
established at this meeting were as follows: Precinct No. 1--Canistota, 
Greenland, Grant and Spring Valley Townships, Precinct No, 
2--Brookfield, Ramsey, Richland, and Montrose Townships; Precinct No, 
3--Sun Prairie, Salem, Emery and Union Townships: and Precinct No. 
4--Pearl, Benton, Jefferson, and Bridgewater Townships. 

Clerk L. N. Van Vranken was given the power {o obtain the 
necessary books, blanks, stationery etc., for the assessor and other 
officers and to draw money from county funds not otherwise 
appropriated for the payment of these items. 

The price of a county liquor license was established at this 
meeting. Mr, Millard was in favor of placing it a $300.00 but Mr, Wells 
objected saying that he thought it best to place the cost of a license where 
it could be reached by a man who on taking one out, would use it properly, 
The license was finally placed at $125.00. Mr. Wells voted against that 
amount, the only commissioner to do so. The first license was granted to 
Berry and Havard in May, 1879. 

At the April, 1879 meeting, charges were brought against the 
school superintendent, W. S. Buren, that he was not a resident of the 
county and that he was neglecting his office. He was therefore dismissed 
from the position and Oliver S. Pendar was appointed in his place. Pendar 
later resigned and Charles N, Hatch replaced him. 

Taxes were the next topic considered by the Board of 


Commissioners and after having examined the county assessments in 
May and June of 1879, it was decided at the July 7th, 1879 meeting that the 
general county tax be fixed at two and one-half cents on the dollar 
valuation for the year 1879. The county clerk was notified to levy a 
territorial tax of two mills on the dollar, a bridge tax of one mill and a 
road tax of two mills. The earliest record of property evaluations that 
could be found was for the year 1883. In this year approximately 1100 
people in the county had property evaluated. The values on propery 
ranged from $2.00 to $10,460.00. Out of the 1100 people, approximately 350 
had property worth less than $100, 670 had property evaluated between 
$100 and $500 and only 17 people had property worth more than $1,000. The 
mill levies for that year were Territorial, 3! mills; County, 6 mills: 
Sinking Fund, 3 mills; County School Tax, 2 mills: Road Tax, 2 mills: 
Bridge Tax, 2 mills; and Schoo! Poll Tax, $1.00. At the same meeting, the 
resignation of F. P. Dobson as County Surveyor was accepted and Van 
Buren Davis was appointed in his place. 

At the December 6, 1879 meeting of the commissioners, the yvoling 
precincts were established as Brookfield, Ramsey, Richland and 
Montrose Townships comprising precinct No. 1 with the polls located al 
the Damon E. Wells residence. The second precinct included Pearl, Sun 
Prairie, Benton and Salem Townships with the polls at the W. A, Gregory 
residence. Jefferson, Emery, Bridgewater and Union Townships made up the 
third precinct. The polls were located at the Joseph Fetzner place and the 
fourth precinct was comprised of Canistota, Grant, Greenland and Spring 
Valley Townships with the polling place at the Cameron School House. At the 
same meeting, the Cameron Pioneer was made the official newspaper of the 
county on the motion of Lyman Turner. 

Many changes in office took place about this time with D. C. 
Morgan replacing Charles Millard as County Commissioner, George B. 
Hyde replacing W. J, Clark as Sheriff and H, H. Pierce taking the place of 
L. N. Van Vranken as Register of Deeds and County Clerk. Ezra Fuller 
was named as Justice of the Peace, a position which had recently been 
resigned by William H. Wells and Nick Reecy was appointed to fill the 
vacant Assessors office. In January, 1880, Damon E. Wells resigned as 
County Commissioner and was replaced by J, D. Hutchinson. 

The officials elected at the November. 1880 election were: Damon 
E, Wells and N, D. Roster, County Commissioners; H. H, Pierce, 
Register of Deeds; E. P. Amy, Sheriff; 1. J, Carter, Judge of Probate; 
Ezra Fuller, Assessor; M. A. Lange, County Surveyor; S. R. Green, 
Justice of the Peace; J, W. Carter, District Attorney; W. E. Edgerton, 
Treasurer, T, A, Shaver, Superintendent of Schools; and J. M, Bayard, 
Coroner. 

The question of where the county seat should be located was also 
voted on in the election. Montrose got 76 votes. These however, were 
thrown out because it Was not yet an incorporated town, Cameron got 109 
votes, Salem, 2 votes, and Bridgewater won with 119 votes. The 
commissioners met for the first time at Bridgewater on December 6, 
1880, On the 7th of December, a deed for land was accepted from Robert 
and John B. Nation for Block 13 of the original plat of the town of 
Bridgewater for county seat purposes. The courthouse in Bridgewater 
stood on what is now the Mrs. Jessie Devine home. N. D. Roster was 


elected Chairman of the Board for this term. 

At the July 12, 1881 meeting, school district No. 21 was formed 
from Sections 25, 26, 35 and 36 in Salem Township and Sections 30 and 31 of 
Richland Township. Other school districts formed at (he same time were 
School District No, 20 made up of Sections 32-34, 27-29 and 20-22 of 
Richland Township, District No. 19 included Sections 1-3, 10-15, and 22-24 of 
Ramsey Township, In September, 1881. M. A. Butterfield was appointed 
lo replace T, A Shaver as County Superintendent of Schools. Under his 
direction School Districts No, 22 and 23 were formed, District No. 22 
included Sections 3-5, 8-10 of Spring Valley Township, and Sections 33 and 
34 of Canistota Township, District No, 23 included Sections 6 and 7 of 
Grant Township, Sections 1 and 2 of Union Township, Section 31 of 
Canistola Township and Section 36 of Emery Township, 

The second county election was held in November, 1882, Voting 
precincts for the election had been established earlier, Officials chosen in 
this election Were Caspar Neher, Commissioner; J. W. Carter, District 
Attorney; H, H. Pierce, Register of Deeds; Matt White, Sheriff; J. H. 
Brown, Treasurer, J. T. McKee, Judge of Probate; I. M, Howard, 
Coroner; M. A, Lange, Surveyor and Superintendent of Schools; T. J- 
Ryan, J, Watson, H. W. Corl and M, Foote, Justices of the Peace. W. T- 
Jones, J. H. Caton, E. Hillery and N. Wilkomm, Constables; H A, 
Jerauld, Councilman; and 0. C. Petter, Assessor, 

The county seat was moved to Salem at this time by a territorial 
convention, The first meeting in Salem was on January 8, 1883. D. E. 
Wells, J. M, Bayard and C. Neher were the County Commissioners. J. M. 
Bayard was elected Chairman, 

Like many other counties getting started in (hose days, McCook 
County started out with a rousing fight for the county seat, As Cameron 
was the only town that had really gotten a start in the county when it was 
formed, it was chosen as the first county seat by the Governor of the 
Territory of Dakota in June, 1878, and by the people of the county in the 
November, 1878 election. The first county courthouse was a 12 by 14 
building donated by Join D. Cameron. Cameron, however, quickly Jost its 
Status as the most promising town in the county when the railroad failed 
to go through it. As the little town faded away, Mr, H. 1. Pierce, the 
Register of Deeds for the county, decided that the county seat should be 
moved to Bridgewater. An election in 1880 saw that the voters agreed with 
Mr. Pierce and the county seat was moved to Bridgewater, Under Mr. 
Pierce's direction, a courthouse was built in the town. 

There are varying accounts as to just how Salem became the 
county seat and the battle that took place between the towns of Salem and 
Bridgewater. One source said that there was an election on November 2, 
1882 in which Salem was made the choice by receiving a 66 vote majority 
oul. of 887 votes cast. The Bridgewater residents would not acknowledge 
the Salem victory and refused to give up the county records, As a result, 
some Salem men traveled to Bridgewater one night and stole the 
records. Another version mentions nothing of an election, saying that a 
group of Salem men stole the records and the safe one night. They got 
into the courthouse through the back door which had conveniently been 
left unlocked by a Salem sympathizer who worked in the courthouse. The 
records were hidden in various places including a barn and a backroom in 


the post office which was located in the Pendar Store in Salem. One story 
says that some angry Bridgewater men came to Salem one day to find the 
records. The Salem people treated them nicely, took them to the 
backroom of the post office, and gave them a little cider to drink. They 
promised the Bridgewater citizens that they would do their best to find 
the records but of course they were not located until the territorial 
convention of 1882 established Salem as the county seat, 

The first courthouse in Salem was the ground floor of the first 
school building. In 1883 or ’84, a two room building was erected on the site 
of the present courthouse. Nine years later, voters rejected a proposal to 
build a new courthouse but the commissioners were given the authority to 
repair the old one. Two rooms were added to the north side and a second 
story was added to greatly increase the size of the building. In 
Septem ber, 1933, the County Commissioners met to make plans for a new 
courthouse, The building was completed a year later and county officers 
began moving into the new courthouse in late December, 1934. The office 
furniture had not all arrived but was expected soon. The county had taken 
advantage of a federal public works program to build and equip the three 
story brick fireproof structure at a much lower cost than would ordinarily 
have been possible. The razing of the old courthouse building began in 
January, 1935. In had been built in 1893 and had served the needs of the 
county for 42 years. The total cost of the new building was $113,326.79. The 
county got $32,634.30 from the federal government. 


The first settler in McCook County came long before the county 
was organized. H. G. Miller bought a grove of trees on the Vermillion 
River in 1870 or 1871. The area, later known as Miller's Gulch, was located 
in Section 5 of Ramsey Township. The first white child born in the county 
was Elizabeth Ortman, daughter of Karl Ortman. She was born in the 
spring of 1878in Grant Township. 

A tide of immigration which began in 1878 filled the county in the 
next two years. Allfree government land was taken. A large proportion of 
the immigrants were German except for the northeastern part of the 
county which was mainly Swedish. By 1886 the population of the county 
was about 6,000. About one-half of the residents were American born and 
the rest were mainly German, Scandinavian and Irish. By that year four 
towns in McCook County had gotten a good start. Salem, the county seat, 
was located a few miles north of the center of the county at the 
intersection of two railroads. The population was between 500 and 600 and 
was growing rapidly. Bridgewater, with a population of nearly 500 was 
said to be one of the most handsome towns in the area. It was situated in 
the southwestern part of the county on the Chicago, Milwaukee and St, 
Paul Railroad. Montrose had a population of about 300 in 1886. Located on 
the Vermillion River near the eastern line of the county, it was also a 
growing town. Canistota, located on the Northwestern Railroad ten miles 
south of Salem , was the youngest town in the county. Its population at the 
time was only 100 but it too showed promises for the future. The town of 
Spencer had yet to be started. 

Though there was no government land to be had in the county at 
that time, there was good opportunity for obtaining a farm. A good farm 
of 160 acres without improvements sold for around $800 to $1,000 
depending on location and proximity to market. 


The county continued to grow steadily in population and 
prosperity in its early years. Viewed from the standpoint that an area 
may claim wealth only if its land is able to produce an abundance of 
products demanded by society, the August 15, 1891 Salem Special said 
that McCook County ‘‘can be counted among the wealthiest portions of 
the earth's surface’’, The wealth, it said, was in the form of a healthful 
climate, and a superior quality of soil which was capable of 
producing more per acre than any known farming country, A third asset 
was the abundance of pasture land which made it possible to fatten cattle 
and sheep without grain. ‘Old sheep breeders say that there is 4 larger 
percent of profit here, in sheep raising, than in any county they 
know of.’ The western border of McCook County, it reported, contained 
large deposits of jasper worked by the Spencer Stone Company, and it 
was said that in the northwest portion of the county, every farmer could 
have an artesian or flowing well by digging from 75 to 125 feet. The town 
of Spencer had gotten its start by then so there were five lowns evenly 
situated throughout the county giving it a good market, The population at 
this time was about 7,000, Land could be purchased at $10 to $20 an acre 
depending on the improvements that had been made on it, The 189) 
harvest in the county was as follows: 


Approx. Bushels 
Total Per Total 
Crop Acres Acre Bushels 
Wheat 25,511 22 1,093,466 
Oats 49,703 60 1,530,660 
Rye 303 30 9,090 
Barley 2,722 60 166,320 
Flax 7,696 10 76,960 
Corn 31,974 30 959,220 
Total 117,959 3,835,716 


Early day court cases in the county were probably much the 
same as they are now. An example of a routine circuit court session in 
early days would be the first term of circuit court for McCook County 
opened in the Opera House at Bridgewater on Tuesday, May 13, 1880. 
Honorary Frank R. Aikens was the presiding judge, E, H. Wilson was the 
States attorney, Matt White, Sheriff, H. H. Pierce, clerk and E, P, White, 
Stenographer. Several cases were brought to court, many of them minor 
ones, During the session, however, one man was indicted for bigamy, one 
for assualt and battery and one for forgery, 

Some cases however, had a little more excitement surrounding 
them. One early day court case which was talked about for awhile after it 
was settled was known as the famous Gaines Jury Trial of 1888. 
Apparently Matt White, the McCook County Sheriff, had taken a stock of 
goods from Mr. Gaines’ store in Montrose which allegedly belonged to a 
Mr. Jaquith. Gaines sued to recover and the case was tried in court in 
December, 1888. State District Judge John E. Carland of Sioux Falls 
presided over the case. Attorneys for Mr. White were M, A. Butterfield of 
Montrose and S. C. Palmer of Sioux Falls. Mr. Wilson of Salem and the 


firm of H. H. Keith and Charles P, Bates of Sioux Falls spoke for Mr. 
Gaines. The jurors were Henry Kunkle, Samuel Webb, William Kutzler, 
Martin Scheier, and M, Duclos from the Salem area: David Rose, Joseph 
Carroll, Thomas Liversage and H, P, Faxton, addresses unknown; C. H. 
Chandler, Spencer and Abraham Van Eaton, Canistota. The trial was 
Started at 9.00 a.m. On Saturday, December 12 by the plaintiff who called 
eight witnesses. The defense called the same number of witnesses and the 
jury got the case in mid-afternoon, After two and one half hours of 
deliberation, the case was decided in favor of Gaines. The goods were 
valued at $3,500. 

Another case tried in the McCook County Courts which drew much 
attention was a murder trial in 1919 in Which a Canistota woman was 
charged with the murder of her husband who was shot while sleeping in an 
upstairs room of their home. The crime attracted so much attention that 
for awhile it was thought that the trial might have to be moved to another 
county because of the difficulty of finding an impartial jury. One was 
finally chosen, however, consisting of J, H. Fisher, Carl Gava. John 
Meyers. Archie McDaniel, Fred Robbins, Ed Radensleben, Guy 
Simmons, Wilber Matkins and Morris Hamaker all from the Spencer 
area because of its distance from the crime, and Clyde Keefe, Bert Russel 
and L, C, Dussel of Salem. 

The Canistota man was killed with a shotgun from the doorway 
of his room. A note was left saying that the crime should be a warning to 
bootleggers and that they (the murderers) had taken the law into their 
own hands. The defense gave the note as proof that the woman was 
innocent of the crime. but the proseculion said that jt was a phony written 
by the woman to put the blame on someone else. A 15 year old boy who 
was working for the couple was being held as an accomplice. He had been 
in the room at the time of the murder. Both the woman and the boy were 
later declared not guilty of the crime. 

Just a year later, in 1920, a Salem man was arrested and held 
under a $3,000 bond for operating an illegal still in the basement of his 
home, The stiil was discovered and the arrest made by a federal agent 
who reportedly had no trouble finding it even though it was connected 
with the heating system in such a way that the fumes went up the 
chimney, the smell of alcohol being covered by the smoke from the 
furnace. The man apparently went one step further after his arrest to 
attempt to secure his release, as he was also charged with attempting to 
bribe officials. 

In 1963 a most unusual event followed the routine arrest of a 
Salem man who had been picked up for drunk driving. The man had been 
placed in the drunk tank but apparently wasn’t too happy with the 
accommodations as he tried and succeeded in breaking out by digging a 
hole through the wall of his cell to the outside. The man used a pipe from 
the shower in the cell to smash a hole in the wall large enough to squeeze 
through. He then tied two blankets together to lower himself far enough to 
jump to the ground. The escapee turned himself in again less than three 
hours after he had been put in jail the first time. 

It is well known that there was an early settlement in McCook 
County called Cameron and that the town, just a year or two after it got 
started, faded away, Something that is not so well known, however, is 


that there once must have been a settlement called Rochester in McCook 
County. In December, 1939, an old notice was found by Mr, Ed Klingberg 
while repairing a building on Main Street in Salem which had been 
written and posted in the fall of 1879. The notice advertised five calves 
found on the land of a Mr. John A. Lee of Rochester, McCook County, 
Dakota and asked the owner of the cattle to claim them, Many old timers, 
among them Mr. A, E, Roop, Mr, Will Barnhart and L. V. Schneider were 
questioned concerning the settlement of Rochester and Mr, John A. Lee, 
Although they could remember many small settlements which sprang up 
in and around the county in the early days, none could remember a 
Rochester or a John A. Lee, The only conclusion that the Special could 
come up with when it printed the story about the finding was that the 
notice had been posted in the building before it had been moved to Salem, 
More information was printed on the mystery in the next week’s edition of 
the Special. It had been discovered that a John A Lee had owned land in 
Section 11 of Spring Valley Township, specifically the east half of the 
southwest quarter and the west half of the southeast quarter, This 
information was found by R, M. Shield at the county Register of Deeds 
office. Mr. QO, P. Schmidt reminded other older citizens of a crossing over 
the Vermillion River in Spring Valley Township known as Lee’s Crossing. 
The name was derived from the name of the owner of the adjacent land 
and was probably named after John A. Lee. Possibly the crossing was 
also the site of the forgotten settlement of Rochester. 

Blizzards, tornadoes, windstorms and other of Mother Nature's 
nasty moods are seen frequently in McCook County as well as the rest of 
southeastern South Dakota. The winter of 1880-1881 was called by many 
people of the area the winter of the deep snow. The first blizzard started on 
October 12, 1880 and the snow didn’t let up all 
winter, Railroad services from the Milwaukee Railroad which had just 
been laid through Salem were cut off and operation did not resume until 
one Year later. Supplies of fuel and food became critically low, Goods 
were sometimes able to be hauled by ox teams on bobsleds from Sioux 
Falls, but many times even this was impossible, In the absence of many 
necessities, settlers had to make do with what was available. Hay 
was twisted and used for fuel, wheat was ground in coffee mills to make 
flour and corn and barley were browned and boiled to make a substitute 
for coffee. By the end of the winter, the snow was piled up to the roofs of many 
houses and tunnels had to be dug to get outside. Many 
bridges were washed out. by flooding when the snow finally started 
melting in April. 

The winter of 1888 was also a notorious one for its snow. The 
blizzard of January 12, 1888 was termed as the worst one in the history of 
the state for many years to come. The storm struck so fast and with such 
intensity that many people were caught out in it and were not able to find 
their way to shelter, One record says that the temperatures dipped to 
-62° F. Despite all this there was only one death in the county, Billie 
Henderson of Canistota, Many schuol teachers in the county were forced 
to keep their children with them in the school houses until the storm 
abated and parents could come for them, One unusual story says thal a 
man by the name of Tom Callant from Spencer was riding lo his farm a 
few miles out of the town on a mule when the storm struck, The snow was 


80 thick that he could not see anything and didn't know where to turn the 
corner to get lo his home, At one point the mule stopped and wanted to 
turn but Mr. Callant didn't think it was the right place and wouldn't let it 
turn. The mule refused to go on so Mr. Callant got off and walked, He 
fortunately stumbled onto a haystack and burrowed into it. A search 
party Went out the next day and found the mule standing faithfully by the 
haystack which they dug into and found Mr. Callant, The worst 
that he had suffered was a few frostbitten fingers and toes. As it turned out, 
the corner that the mule wanted to turn was the right one and would 
have taken Mr, Callant home. 

Two more recent winters will also be remembered a long time for 
their amount of snow. The winter of 1968-69 was one of the worst since the 
beginning of the county. A 25 inch pre-Christmas snowfall literally buried 
the area to start it off. The snow had started on Friday, December 20th 
and by Sunday had dumped 17 inches forcing cancellation of church 
services, Christmas programs and holiday travel plans. Several major 
and minor accidents occurred but although vehicle damage was heavy, 
no serious injuries were recorded, More snow throughout the week 
accompanied by high winds and temperatures around -20° brought 
activity in the area to a standstill. By Tuesday, January 21st, McCook 
County, along with others in the state, had been declared a disaster area 
by Governor Frank Farrar. The county had had either heavy snow, 
strong winds, extremely low temperatures or rising temperatures along 
with rain which turned to ice nearly every day since December 11th. No let 
up was predicted and McCook County was one of the hardest hil areas in 
South Dakota. Another 10 inches of snow on Valentine’s Day brought the 
total snowfall to 70 inches, only a very small amount of which had melted. 
By the end of February a record breaking 83 inches of snow had fallen. 
and the winter seemed one long blizzard. Total snow removal costs for the 
county were $400,028. Sandbags were filled throughout the county in 
anticipation of flooding as the spring thaws melted the record 
accumulation of snow, Fortunately these were not needed as the thaw 
was slow enough to prevent flooding in the area, 

The blizzard that hit most of eastern South Dakota including 
McCook County in January, 1975 was termed the worst since 1888. The 
storm hit with extreme force on the morning of Friday, January 10th, 1975 
and did not subside until the next Sunday morning, Drifts were piled as 
high as 15 to 20 feet and were reported as hard as they were high, Very 
little new snow had fallen during the storm and that which caused the 
problems was snow that had fallen earlier, There were no deaths in 
McCook County but livestock loss was heavy, McCook County was 
among 22 counties which were declared disaster areas after the storm, 


A second winter storm occurred in late March of the same year. 
Seven to 10 inches of snow fell and high winds and ice storms caused 
activity to be slowed down considerably for the greater part of a week. 
The high winds and icing conditions caused the 1,500 foot KXON transmitting 
tower located six miles south of Salem to topple to the ground. Damage to 
power lines and poles was also severe. 

Wind and dust storms and even on occasion, a small earthquake 
or two have been recorded in McCook County. A severe dust storm hit the 
area on Sunday, November 12, 1933. It started quite early in the morning 


and grew gradually worse as the day went on. The storm was at its height 
from about! ;00 p,m. to 2:30 p.m, The dust became so thick that it blotted 
oul the sun and the area was as dark as night, The storm began to Jet up in 
midafternoon but the dust continued to fly until about 9:00 thal night 
Quite a bit of damage was reported due to the heavy wind and all the 
buildings in the path of the storm were coated with dust, inside and out. 
Old timers in the county said that in 50 years of living inthe area they had 
never seen such a severe dust storm, They became quite a regular event, 
however, in the droughts of the 1930's which later became known.,all over 
the nation as The Dirty Thirties” 

Many local people were awakened from their sleep around 3:30 
on the morning of October 11. 1938 by a sharp earthquake. A rumbling 
sound like distant (thunder accompanied the tremors which didn’t last 
long. Many people who were awakened could not decide what it was that 
woke them up although they could remember the shaking feeling. The 
quake was felt ina large portion of southeastern South Dakota, 

An earthquake also occurred in the area in May, 1893, It was only 
of slight intensity and although buildings vibrated and windows and dishes 
rattled. no damage Was done. 

A relatively recent windstorm caused extensive damage 
throughout the county on June 21, 1968. The storm which was during the 
early morning hours caused winds of 80 to 100 miles an hour to tear out 
power and telephone lines. uproot trees, break windows, blow the roofs 
off of some buildings and level countless others. Several trailer homes 
were either badly damaged or completely desti'oyed in the winds which 
shook much of eastern South Dakota. Hardly a farm in the area escaped 
without at least one building downed and many had more. Fortunately no 
serious injuries or deaths were recorded in the storm. 

McCook County has also been hit by floods in its past years. One of 
the most recent ones occurred during a three day thaw in March of 1960. The 
quick melting of a winter’s supply of snow flooded many roads, streets and 
highways making travel very difficult. The excess water filled 
the Vermillion Lake two years ahead of schedule and threatened to do 
serious damage to the town of Montrose, Damages were mainly limited to 
the areas where the Vermillion River and its tributaries overflowed their 
banks. 

Perhaps the two most serious threats to crops in McCook County 
and this area of the state are drought and hail. An August, 1891 Montrose 
Herald gave an account of a hail storm which damaged the northern 
portion of the county, 

The north part of McCook County received a severe beating from 
a hailstorm in early August, 1891. The storm swept a path three miles wide 
and about nine miles long in northern McCook and southern Miner 
County, The water level in the Vermillion River was raised 10 feet and 
area citizens wondered how this could have occurred until they learned 
that a hailstorm, which had started at 10:00 p.m. and kept up until 1;00 
a.m, had left banks of hail that were three feet deep in some places. 
Everything in the storm's path was destroyed. 

On the fringes of the storm, grass was beaten down and there 
were pools of water standing everywhere. About a half a mile further 
north ‘‘we came in sight of an immense lake covering about 80 acres, 


where yesterday was dry land. The lake was deep enough to submerge 
hay stacks clear to their tops." The cottonwood trees on one tree claim 
were completely stripped and some of the bark was even slashed off by 
the hail, During the storm it was said that the whole countryside looked 
like a vast sea with no land in sight After the storm, where there was no 
water standing, the ground was soft and muddy. In low places, water 
came Up to Within a few inches of the buggy box of wagons. 

Farmers in the area of the storm lost nearly everything. from 
livestock, killed by the hail and by drowning, to crops which were 
stripped, Carnfields had to be closely examined to find out what had been 
growing there. The hail had cut off the stalks and the water had washed 
them away, Farm buildings also received damage: many windows were 
gone, sashes and all, and shingles were split and broken. 

An early Salem Special shows that McCook County appropriated 
funds for rainmaking as early as 1894. An article in (he June 23, 1894 
Special telling about the event was as follows: 

“Ata meeting held at the G.A-R. Hall last Wednesday afternoon 
the county commissioners were asked to appropfiate $700,00 to secure 
material for Prof, Jewell’s rainmaking tests. Commissioners Ellis, 
Walker and Dickenson went to Sioux Falls the same afternoon and made 
the bargain and Ellis and Noggle are now learning how to manipulate the 
machine, The material will probably arrive Monday, when operations will 
at once begin. Rainmaker Jewell has great faith in his machine, and as he 
has made 51 tests without a failure, he has good reason.” 

A later issue of the Special reported that Noggle and Ellis had the 
equipment runfing near the Union Depot and were steadily firing gas at 
the clouds. The gas apparently did its work as the area got three inches of 
rain on Saturday, June 25th and another two inchés on Monday, June 27th. 

In later years the County joined the Weather Modification 
Program, The word “rainmaking’’ had been changed to the more 
sophisticated “cloud seeding'' and the experiments with the clouds were 
more scientific in nature. There is still much controversy as to whether 


cloud seeding has any benefit, but the seeding which began on May Ist,, 


1972 was expected to increase rainfall by one to two inches. The county 
furnished 25 percent of the cost which was two to three cents per acre, 

The McCook County Conservation District was organized in 1948 
in an effort to conserve and develop soil, water and other natural 
resources depended upon not only by the farmer but directly or indirectly 
by everyone else in the county also 

Road building was and still is an important part of county work. 
According to Elmer Sandberg, who worked on the county road crew for 12 
years and helped to build 200 miles of road, men on the crew in the 1920's 
worked for 10 hours a day and got $,60 an hour for their labors. They later 
advanced to $,70 and then to $.75 and $.80 an hour. When hard times and 
the depression hit, however, the men took a cut in pay of almost half as 
Wages went down to $.45 an hour, and considered themselves lucky to 
even have a job. Mr, Sandberg ran the first caterpillar tractor used by the 
county in road work. It was purchased in December, 1922. Older roads 
built in the county cost from $500 to $1300. A good level read built in the 
1920's with a 24 foot road top cost from $500 to $600. 


The County Fair was a big event in earlier days. It started in the 


late 1900's and ran for eight or ten years, The fair took place on the Fair 
Grounds in Salem which were located on Highway 38 on the west portion 
of what is now Pleasant Acres. Horse races were a big event at the fair 
and the association had built one of the finest half-mile tracks in the State. 
There was also a baseball! diamond and stands, and several buildings for 
animal, produce, grain, and craft exhibits. The fair is said to have ended 
when during one of the baseball games a man was struck with a baseball 
bat and badly injured, He later sued the fair and the county was forced to 
make a settlement with him. This badly depleted the funds for the fair 
and also lost the support of some of the businessmen. A few years later, 
the fair again came to be located at Salem. It is now known as the Harvest 
Festival and Achievement Days and is held on the Armory Grounds. 
Some of the features of the fair are hundreds of 4-H livestock, food, grain 
and craft exhibits, a demolition aerby and a tractor pulling contest. a 
band concert and dance, a watermelon feed, street sports, a large 
midway, beauty pageant, barbecue and many ather features. 

A popular type of recreation in early days was to get a group of 
men together and challenge a neighboring town to a friendly game of 
baseball, The first Cornbelt Baseball League was formed at a meeting of 
various town representatives in Bridgewater in February, 1915. The 
league included Emery, Alexandria, Bridgewater, Spencer, Salem and 
Canistota. William Hoese of Speneer was elected president and C, H, 
MeNulty, secretary treasurer, Each team was allowed to make its own 
membership rules and suspend or punish any member of its own team. 
No league club was allowed to play with an outside team and each club 
had to deposit $100 to insure that it would follow league rules. The 
membership fee was $25 for each team, the sum of which would be 
divided at the end of the season between the two teams having the highest 
average for the season, 

Another league which was formed about the same time although 
for quite a different purpose was the McCook County League for Equal 
Suffrage. An October, 1916 Spencer News announced the organization of 
the league with the words, “The wave of suffrage activity which is 
sweeping over South Dakota in preparation for the coming election has 
struck McCook County”. The paper reported that the league was 
organized at a mass meeting held in the Courthouse at Salem with Mrs, 
Albert McMahon as speaker for the event. A second meeting was held a 
week later to finish plans for thorough and systematic work over the 
entire county, The voting sentiment in the county, however, seemed 
against the league as the suffrage movement was defeated 1220 to 829. 

In 1925 McCook County was considered one of the most 
prosperous counties in the State, In that year, 1,304 carloads of livestock 
had been shipped to market, nearly 100 from every township. Much farm 
energy was devoted to feeding livestock. Corn, oats, sweet clover, alfalfa, 
barley, and speltz were among the main crops. Beef cattle, hogs and 
dairy products were also produced, According lo the Bridgewater 
Tribune, the reason for the amount of production in the county was a 
competition between townships to see which one could produce the most. 
Spring Valley produced the most corn, oats, chickens, fruit trees, dairy 
cows and spring pigs. Greenland was tops in sweet clover, alfalfa and 
potatoes. Pearl won in acres of speltz, bushels of alfalfa seed harvested 


and number of spring colts. Sun Prairie had the largest number of acres 
in farms and the most wild hay. Ramsey produced the most acres of 
barley and flax, and Montrose had the most turkeys and acres of pastures. 
Richland excelled in the production of tame hay and spring lambs and 
Bridgewater in winter wheat, Brookfield produced the most poultry, 
Canistota the most bee colonies and Jefferson the most spring calves. 

The county as a whole farmed over 100,000 acres of corn and 
81,577 acres of oats in 1925. It was also one of the largest raisers of poultry 
in the state. 

The economy in McCook County today still centers around 
agriculture as its largest industry. A census of agriculture taken in 1964 
showed that the number of farms in McCook County was 1078. This figure 
was a decrease of 148 farms from the 1959 figure of 1226. The average 
farm size was 334.4 acres and the average value of the county's farms 
was $41,963. The value of farm products sold had increased from 
$8,949,317 to $10,614,000 in 1964. 

The main reason for the increased productivity of farms has been 
the advance of electricity and farm machinery. Low cost electricity had 
been available in the towns of McCook County for as long as 25 vears 
before the REA made it available to rural residents as well, Early in 1945 
a group of McCook County residents along with an attorney and 
representatives from the REA and the U.S, Department of Agriculture. 
got together and arranged to bring electric power to farms. The MeCaok 
Electric Cooperative was incorporated in December, 1947. The first 
manager of the co-op was Eli J. Maule of Alma, Wisconsin, A loan of 
$467,500 was made and the job of building lines began. The Interstate 
Power Company had owned most of the lines that were providing 
electricity to towns at the time, but would not build out to farms unless 
they were very highly paid. The co-op bought the old facilities of the 
Interstate Power Company and began the task of rebuilding and extending 
lines. The contract for 286 miles of repairs and new lines was given Lo the 
Lindekugel Construction Company. More additions have been made 
throughout the years. 

Power was first furnished from Northern States Power Com pany 
of Sioux Falls at a Canistota connection. Later, as needs grew, the 
completion of a transmission line through the county by East River 
Electric Power Co-op of Madison made it possible to receive power from 
the Randall Dam on the Missouri River in 1953. At the present time half of 
the electricity supplied by the cooperative comes from East River 
Electric Cooperative and half from Basin Electric in North Dakota. 
McCook Electric Cooperative presently has 775 miles of lines throughout 
the county and serves 1085 rural residences and farms, 340 homes in towns 
and 95 commercial businesses. Mr, Bob Marks is the present manager. 

Many new jobs for the youth of the county were created in the 
summer of 1967 when McCook County first participated full time in the 
Community Action Program. Forty young men and women in the county 
worked for 10 weeks in the Neighborhood Youth Corps. Of the 40, twelve 
worked in Salem. The others worked for schools and municipalities in 
Spencer, Bridgewater, Canistota and Montrose. They did various jobs 
from bookkeeping to repairing and painting park and playground 
equipment and cutting lawns for schools and city parks. The program 


continues to employ high school youth today, 

The late 1960's were the years when the remainder of the small 
country schools, of which there was an abundance in early years. closed 
down and merged With the larger schools in the towns, In February. 1968 
the Bridgewater and Emery Independent school districts and 26 
surrounding common school districts voted to establish a completely new 
school district known now as the Tri-County Independent School District 
Twenty-four of the 28 common school districts voted in favor of the 
proposal, At the same meeting the dissolved Spring Valley 2-16 was 
attached to the Canistota district and members of the Unityville district 
which had dissolved jn June of 1967 were attached as to preference to the 
Salem and Canova Districts. 

At the same time. the Salem-6 common school district was 
attached to the Salem Independent School District and the members of 
the Emery common school district yoted 19-6 to dissolve the remainder of 
their district and become attached to the Salem Independent School 
District. The Union common district voted 41-23 to dissolve and join the 
reorganized Bridgewater-Emery district. 

In November, 1968, a county-wide High School Study was 
authorized by the County Board of Education, The study was made by the 
University of South Dakota's Education Department and looked into the 
feasibility of a county-wide secondary school and the cost of such a 
project as well as transportation, student population and curriculum, 
Apparently the results were not too encouraging as nothing ever came of 
the county-wide high school. 

A study had been made in 1965 to determine the feasibility of the 
Salem and Spencer districts merging. It was later termed a good 
possibility but again nothing came of it. In February, 1969, the Spencer 
school district called off an election to dissolve the district and attach to 
the Tri-County district, This was done after the Tri-County District voted 
not to add the Spencer area to its district, Later. a plan that would 
reorganize the Montrose School District to include several common 
school districts was passed by a 77.8 percent margin, Atthe same time an 
election to combine the Salem and Spencer districts failed to get the vote 
needed to pass, 


Schoo] districts weren't the only areas that’ underwent 
reorganization in the late 1960's. During the same time, the Board of 
Commissioners reassigned McCook County voting districts to comply 
with the one-man, one-yote philosophy. There were 4284 voters in the 
county at the time which were divided into five districts averaging 857 
voters each, District [ consisting of Ramsey, Richland, and Montrose 
Townships and Montrose City had 805 voters amounting to 18.72 percent, 
District 1] had 18.79 percent. It consisted of Pearl, Sun Prairie, Benton 
and Salem Townships and Spencer City. District III contained Canistota, 
Greenland, Grant, and Spring Valley Townships and Canistota City. It 
had 917 voters or 21.14 percent. 892 voters, or 20.82 percent were given to 
District I1V consisting of Jefferson, Bridgewater, Emery, and Union 
Townships and Bridgewater City. The only district that was changed 
substantially was District V, It was reorganized to include only Salem 
City with 20.26 percent or 868 voters, Originally it had been composed of 
Richland, Emery and Salem Townships and Salem City. It had contained 


1266 voters or 29.55 percent. 

One of the most recent reorganizations that has taken place in the 
county has been the change from city to county-wide law enforcement. 
The county-wide system of law enforcement became effective in McCook 
County on January Ist, 1974. The county and each of the towns. 
Bridgewater, Canistota, Montrose, Salem, and Spencer, approved a joint 
cooperative which set up the system. Under the plan, county law 
enforcement consists of a sheriff, chief deputy, six other deputies and two 
dispatchers. The sheriff coordinates all law enforcement activities. 
Though each deputy is assigned to one city, all jurisdictional limits within 
the county were removed and each officer can enforce the law anywhere 
in the county. The system is supervised by a seven man McCook County 
Law Enforcement Commission and funds for the operation come from 
the county. 

Present officials for McCook County are: Commissioners, Walt 
Stevens, Chairman; Dale Schwans, William Nafziger, Ralph Hetland and 
Ernest Herting; Sheriff, Harold Lockwood; Assessor, Robert Sandberg: 
Treasurer, Loraine Kessler; Auditor, Judy Heumiller; Register of Deeds, 
M:.riys Muters; County Clerk, Wallace Allen; County Extension Agent, Ed 
stay: Home Economic Agent, Chery! Miiller; States Attorney, Roger 
Gerlach; and County Nurse, Lorene Lubinus. 


Salem.... 
named by Oliver S$. Pendar for 
his home town of Salem, Mass. 


The town of Salem was platted in July of 1880. Its location was 
determined by the railroad as it was one of the many townsites marked 
off at various intervals by the railway companies as they made their way 
west. The Chicago and Northwestern was the first railroad to come through 
Salem. It arrived in the fall of 1880. Trains, however, did not run until the next 
fall because of heavy snow that winter and flooding in the spring and summer. 
In August of 1880 O. S. Pendar, the town’s first postmaster and former 
Cameron school commissioner, and John Tabor moved a store from Cameron 
to Salem. This was the first building in the town of Salem. It was located on 
south Main Street, near the railroad tracks and was opened as a general 
merchandise store. It was also the town’s first post office. In its later years it 
was occupied by the W. A. Barnhart Construction Company and has since 
been torn down. O. S. Pendar later had his store building on the northwest end 
of Main Street where Arnie’s Tavern is now. He owned it until the mid 1890's 
when it came into the hands of the Ellis brothers. Years later it burned and 
was rebuilt by Gene Kinney. Pendar once told the story to Rex Shield that 
when the records were stolen from the Bridgewater courthouse some of 
them were kept under the floorboards of a lean-to attached to his store. 
One day after the incident, some Bridgewater men came to this store 


inquiring as to the whereabouts of the records. Pendar took them into the 
lean-to and gave them each a glass of cider from a barrel he had stored in 
the small room. The men stood right over the records and drank it never 
knowing what they were standing on. 

Salem was named by Oliver S. Pendar for his home town, Salem, 
Mass. He had come to McCook County in 1878 and settled in Salem in 1880. 
It is said that the town was called Melas (Salem reversed) for some time 
to avoid confusion with another Salem or Salena as another version says. 
Whichever is right, the other town died and Melas was changed back to 
Salem by Pendar. 

Salem is located on a small stream known as the Snake Creek. 
The creek is never very full anymore and its existence in the town is 
hardly noticeable except in the southwest and northeast portions as the 
remainder is covered by culverts. This was not always the case, however. 
At one time the streets of Salem, including Main Street, contained many 
bridges which enabled horses, buggies and persons on foot to cross the 
creek. The bridges were replaced by culverts nearly 70 years ago when many 
of them were washed out in the flood of 1907. 

The first hotel in Salem was built by Martin Glaser and known as the 
Salem House. About the same time that the hotel was built, Clerk of Courts, J. 
F’. Norton, moved from Cameron to Salem and opened a real-estate office. He 
later formed a partnership with Mr. John Brown and the two opened the first 
bank in Salem. 

Salem grew rapidly for the first seven or eight years of its existence 
and by 1887 boasted a number of businesses. Among them were the 
Pioneer Hotel owned by John Mott; the Salem Roller Mill; Peter 
Kremer’s lumber yard; Tuthill Lumber Company; a furniture store 
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The west side of Main Street: The First National Bank Building, Theodore 
Kuhle’s Grocery Store, Pete Sarlette's Shoe Repair Shop, a variety store, Ben 
Fendrich's Meat Market, J.R. Dyson's General Store, the Dakota State Bank, 
Rex Shield’s office, the Ahern Building, the Eagle Drug Store operated by C.M. 
Series, George Widman’s Tire and Repair Shop, John Fendrich’s Tavern, 
Schmidt Bros. Store and Bill Bagley’s store. 
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A view of the east side of Main Street. The large building in the foreground 


was the Hallas Hardware and Furniture store. Across the street north was in 
earlier days the main business block of Main Street. 


 % ‘ 


The east side of Main Street across from the bank. The furniture store was 
owned by Mr. W.E. Lane. To the right of it was a meat shop run by Mr. Griffin 
and the next building was a store occupied by Henry Heying in later days. Next 
south was the E.H. Wilson law office and on the corner was the Ahern Bros. 
Drug Store. 


operated by Ben Jenneman; Serle's Drug Store; the Pioneer Meat 
Market operated by George Fendrich; the Salem Bakery owned by 
George Kunz; general stores owned by Runkel and Schneider, Lind and 


Edson, and E, S, Thompson; hardware stores operated by L. S. Tyler and 
W.D. Roberts; the Salem Bank and the Citizens State Bank operated by 
John Brown and W. M. Shepard; Cheadle Bros. ice wagon; John M. 
Woltz, interior decorator; Gapp Bros. livery and feed business: John 
McLand, liquors; C. H. Volkman, harnesses; Rohlff’s and Kuhle 
blacksmiths and wagon makers; Thull and Hiem’s billiard parlor; John 
Clark’s barber shop: Peter Johnson shoe maker and repair shop: J. C. 
Headlee, A. C. Beirnatzke, E. H. Wilson and William Mielk practicing law; W. 
E, Edgerton and P. Kendall, town doctors; and Pierce and Smith. real estate 
dealers and loan brokers, The Salem Special and the Pioneer Register were 
the town’s newspapers. 

Salem was incorporated as a town in 1885. Its first mayor was W. 
D. Roberts. Other early city officials were C. H. Volkman, treasurer; J. 
C. Gapp, clerk; H. W. Corl, assessor and justice of the peace; William 
Mielk, justice of the peace; Robert Whitbeck, marshall and street 
commissioner: E. H. Wilson, city attorney; James E. Miller, John 
Osterberg, Ben Jenneman and L. V, Schneider, city councilmen, 

Salem's first city ordinance had to do with the licensing of dogs. 
It forbade any dog owner to let a dog run at large within the city limits. 
Any mean or dangerous dog was not allowed in any public place including 
streets and alleys within the city at any time, Other dogs had to be 
accompanied by a person and have a license and collar. Not following the 
ordinance could get the violator a fine of $15.00 or 10 days in jail. The city 
marshall was given the authority to shoot any dog at large within the city 
limits and to remove and bury it. The ordinance was passed on the 21st of 
April, 1885. 

The second ordinance passed had to do with the regulation and 
licensing of theatrical performances for which an entrance fee was 
charged. The license to put on a show or exhibition in the city cost $2.00. 
Anyone in violation of the ordinance paid a fine up to $100.00 or was put in 
jail for 30 days or both. 

Other early city ordinances had to do with the restraint of 
drunkenness, immoderate drinking and obscenity in the streets or other 
public places; the licensing of auctioneers, peddlers and hawkers, the 
restraining of animals such as cows, horses and sheep from running at large 
within the city limits; and the discharge of firearms within the city. 

The seventh ordinance was aimed at ridding the town of tramps 
and vagrants and made it illegal for a person over the age of 14 without a 
visible means of support to live idly without employment. It also made it 
illegal to be found loitering around public places or trespassing on private 
property. 

Two other ordinances made it unlawful to pile hay, straw or 
manure anywhere within the limits of the city except in a building or to 
build a stove pipe chimney through the roof or outside wall of a building; 
and called for the licensing of liquor dealers. 


CITY HALL 
Salem’s first city hall was the orginal Salem Public School building. It 
was moved from the school grounds to the site of the present 
city hall in 1899 when a new school building, the old grade school, was 
constructed. The present city hall was built in 1937. The building plans 


included room for the new city water filtration plant, a city jail, 
firehouse, engineers office, council room and kitchen. The old school and 
city hall, at the time one of Salem's oldest landmarks, was torn down in 
1936 to make room for the new brick building. 


Salem's City Hall building. 


Present city officials are Alice Schallenkamp, Mayor, J. C. 
Schnider, Rod Schneider, Jerry Robinson, Howard Ramstad, and Gene 
Heiberger, city council members. 

Early Salem was a railroad town and the first 30 years of the 
city’s existence were peak railroad years. Salem was at the junction of 
two railroads, the Chicago Northwestern and the Omaha. There were 
eight passenger trains daily including one that made two round trips 
between Salem and Sioux Falls on weekdays. There were also 20 or more 
freight trains making their way through the town daily. The depot was the 
busiest place in town in those days, employing around 30 people. It was 
located on the south end of Main Street until a new building was put up in 
the west part of town in 1887. Part of the same structure still serves as the 
depot today, It was originally larger and shaped something like an L to go 
along both tracks which intersected near the building. 

Two other businesses that flourished in Salem before the 
automobile came into existence were the hotel and the livery barn. At one 
time Salem boasted five hotels; the Lewis House, the Commercial Hotel, 
the Irish House of Parliament, the Depot Hotel and the Lucerne. The first 
of these to go was the Commerical. It was a three story building on the 
site of the Wayne Doss Implement which had in its later days become a 
fire trap. It was condemned and torn down in 1911. The Depot Hotel went 
out of business after the death of J. A. Moody who had moved it from its 


original location near the depot to its present site. After Moody’s death 
the Masonic Lodge bought the building and made it into their temple. 

The third hotel to go, the Lucerne, stood where the Tony Lunders 
home is now. The Lewis House was located on the present site of the 
McCook County National Bank. It was known as one of the best hotels in 
southeastern South Dakota during its time and did a thriving business 
from 1894 until the first World War. It reached the height of its popularity 
under John Walsh from 1900 to 1910 and continued so under C. H. 
Edmonds. In the 1920’s the building was purchased by John Fendrich and 
the corner lobby was made into a drugstore. The rest of the building was 
leased out as a hotel which closed down a few years later. The building 
was the property of the American Legion for a few years and was then 
purchased by Ralph Sarlette. It was occupied by Prospector Pete's Oasis 
until it was torn down in 1956. 
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The old Lewis Hotel before it was torn down to make room for the bank. 


The last of the hotels was the Irish House of Parliament which up 
until this summer still operated as the Salem Hotel. It had various names 
in its early days but later an Irishman bought and named it The Irish 
House of Parliament, the Irish House or the Parliament Hotel for short. 
The same hotel was called the Home Hotel under the ownership of Mrs. 
Anna Barnhart, then the Diamond Hotel, the Ward Clark and finally the 
Salem Hotel. Although all the old hotels have gone out of business, Salem 
still has two motels, the Home Motel on Highway 81 and the Pleasant 
Acres Motel on Highway 38. 

Salem also at one time had five livery barns. Ben Fidler’s was 
located where the Interstate Dairy Sales and Service now is located. Just 
across the street where the Standard Station is now operating was the site 
of F. T. Jackson's livery. West of Fidler’s was Barnhart’s livery. Gapp 


Bros. was located at the site of Northern States Power Company and the 
fifth livery, George Schmidt's, was located where the new Salem liquor 
store is now. 
SALEM’S BANKS 

The first bank in Salem was opened in a frame building which 
had been irtended for use as a claim shanty. The bank was operated by John 
Brown and J, F. Norton. Later Norton sold his share of the bank out to 
Brown who entered into a partnership with his brother, Pickering and O. 
S. Pendar. 


The old Salem Bank Building built in 1889, now the Cengas office. 


While Norton was still with the bank, he and Brown put up the 
first. brick building in Salem in 1881 and moved the bank into it. This 
building occupied the present site of Gutzler’s office. In 1889 Willis 
M. Shepard built the next bank building (now the Cengas office) and sold 
it for $10,000.00 to the Salem Bank which was then composed of Brown 
Bros. and O_S. Pendar. They moved into the new building in early 1890. 
In 1893 Delmont Goldsmith purchased the old building and opened the 
Commercial State Bank in it. It is said that he later moved the small brick 
building out into the street and built the present building on that site. 
After his new building was completed in 1902, he moved the old building 
onto a lot in back of the bank. 

The McCook County State Bank of Salem purchased the Brown 
Bros. bank building for $7025.00 in 1894 when the Salem Bank went out of 
business. L. V. Schneider was president of this bank. In the late 1890's the 
bank changed hands again when L, S. Tyler headed a group of businessmen 
who obtained the bank. Tyler sold the building in 1903 to the First National 
Bank of Salem, and in 1925, A. B. Knox from Cherokee, lowa acquired the 
building and opened the McCook County National Bank in it. The present bank 


building was constructed in 1957 on the site of the old Lewis hotel and F. B. 
Kolbeck’s Insurance building. Present officers are Boyd Knox, Chairman of 
the Board: H. E. Eichinger, President; J. Wm. Daulton, Vice President and 
Cashier: R. A. Dybdahl. Assistant Vice President; Doris C. Lindell, Assistant 
Vice President; and Darwin J. Miiller, Assistant Cashier. 
There was a third bank in Salem during its earlier years. The 
Dakota State Bank building was constructed in 1914. It is the frame 
building which now houses Bryan’s Pharmacy. The bank was owned by a 
Mr. Kostboth from Canistota and Chas. Gifford. It closed in 1923. 


CHURCHES 


The Salem Methodist Church was located for 85 years, since 1886, 
on Highway 81 just across the street east from St. Mary’s School. The 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Salem was organized by Rev. B.D. 
L. Dudley in the early 1880's. Services were held in the old city hall, 
which at that time was the school building until the church building was 
put up in 1886 and dedicated in 1898. Extensive improvements were made 
on it in 1907 and 1908. and the church was enlarged in 1913. Local 
Presbyterians joined the church in 1933 but returned to their own church 
in 1934. In the late 1960's, the Methodist and Presbyterian churches 
merged and in 1970 the old Presbyterian church was torn down and a new 
United Church was built to house the congregation. The old Methodist 
church still stands on Highway 81 and is used for a thrift shop. 

The Presbyterian Church of Salem was organized in early 1900 
with members of the former Dutch Reform Church which had disbanded 
because of a failure to get an English speaking pastor, and some others. 
The first church service was held on March 4, 1900. A small school 
building on the present school grounds served as a meeting place for 
about two weeks. The old grade school building then became the meeting 
place until the church building was constructed in 1901 on three lots purchased 
from Mr. W. Matter. Rev. B. H. Grant was the church’s first pastor. 

The first attempt at the organization of a Lutheran Church in 
Salem took place in 1889 when Pastor Dietz held services in the opera 
house for three years. For the next 15 years several ministers came to Salem 
and held services in the city hall and in various homes. On May 2, 1915, the 
people of the Lutheran faith finally voted to organize a congregation, The first 
baptism and communion service was held on May 23, 1915 and in August of 
1915 the papers of incorporation were signed. That same year a church 
building was constructed. The first pastor of the Christ Lutheran Church of 
Salem was Rev. Heinz. The church building was added on to and improved in 
the early 1950’s under Rev. Philip Westby. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Salem was organized in 1885 under 
the pastorship of Father J. H. Juetting. For four years previous to its 
organization, the church had been a mission served by priests from Sioux 
Falls and Bridgewater. Father Juetting started building the first church 
on the site of St. Mary’s High School. He died before it was finished and 
was succeeded by Rev. Joseph Weixelberger under whose direction the 
church was finished in 1886. Father Bernard Weber came to the parish on 
January 22, 1897. Under his direction the present church building wat 
constructed in 1898, The cornerstone had been laid on July 4th of that 
year, and the building when finished cost $20,000.00. It was consecrated ori 


St, Mary's Grade School. 


June 18, 1907. 

The first St. Mary's school building was put up in 1902. In 1908 an 
addition was built onto it which doubled its former size. In 1914 another 
building which in later years became the Sisters’ home, was put up to 
house boarding students. The high school building was constructed in 1928 
and a new grade school was built and the old one torn down in 1967. The 
high school was discontinued in 1969 and for awhile the building was used 
for the 5th through 8th grades from Salem Public School. 

Monsignor Weber, who built the parish up from its beginnings, 
observed his silver, golden and diamond jubilees as a priest here. He died 
at the S. R. Weber home on Tuesday, December 11, 1956 after nearly 60 
years of serving the parish. 


SCHOOLS 

The first school in Salem was built in 1881 by J. E. Miller. It was a 
two story frame building located on the site of the present high school. 
The first floor was divided into two rooms; the east room was used as the 
offices of the County Clerk and the Register of Deeds and the west room 
was used for classes. The second floor of the building was used for church 
services, a courthouse and a public hall. 

The school opened in January, 1882. Before its opening, the 
children of Salem attended the Polk Turner school two miles west of 
Salem. Miss Minerva White was the first school teacher and was assisted 
by Professor B. R. Crandall. The first school board members were Chas. 
Sarles, Stephen Scholl, Adam Glasser and John F. Norton, clerk. M A. 
Butterfield was the county superintendent of schools. The school board 
would hire teachers for a period of three months at a time, a practice 
which continued until 1885. The same school board made it mandatory that the 


The old Salem grade school building built in 1899 and torn down in 1969. 


teacher ring the bell when school was dismissed. 

As time went on, school enrollment increased until 1884 both rooms 
downstairs were used as classrooms. In 1885 the partition on the 
first floor was taken out and the whole building was used for school 
purposes. In 1890 and 1894 two little one-room school houses were built 
where the old grade schoo! stood in later years. Teachers in the new 
buildings were Miss Mathilde Kremer and Miss Louisa Krebs. All three 
buildings were sold in 1899 and a new brick one, the old grade school 
building, put up. The new building was used for both grade and high 
school classes until the present high school was built in 1923. The first 
high schoo] teacher was a Mr. Popham. 

An inspection of the Salem public grade school in May, 1968 
revealed that its condition was deteriorating rapidly. The Board of 
Education acted on Recommendations that a new building be constructed 
and drew up plans of a bond election, but the $350,000.00 issue failed in 
October, 1968. By November, 1968 the condition of the building had 
worsened considerably and measures were being discussed to move 
students elsewhere. In December the building was declared unsafe and 
the students were moved to various locations including the armory, the 
Methodist Church building, the high school gymnasium and the special 
education building, for the remainder of the year. 

A second bond issue for $275,000.00 was turned down in January, 
1969. [t was short just 2.1 percent of the vote it needed to pass. The event 
was repeated a third time when a bond issue for $200,000.00 was turned 
down by a vote of 476 to 462 in June of 1969. The issue would have provided 
for the building of classrooms for grades K. through 4 and a new shop 
building. 

In May of 1969 the Salem Board of Education and St. Mary’s 
Parish reached an agreement to lease the old St. Mary’s High School 


Salem High School. 


building to the Salem Independent School District at a cost of 
$17,000.00 for the next year. Two smaller buildings, each containing two 
classrooms, were built to house grades one through four. The lease of the 
middle school was cancelled in 1973 and plans were made to construct the 


Salem Grade School buildings for grades 1-4. There are two of these buildings. 


present addition to the high school to house grades five through eight. 
Construction began in November, 1973. The building contains four 
classrooms, band and chorus rooms and a small gymnasium. 


SALEM’S NEWSPAPERS 


Salem has had three newspapers since the beginning of its 
history. The first was the Pioneer Register which was moved from 
Cameron to Salem in 1880 by Jonas Rutan. Rutan published the paper for 
only a few years and was succeeded by C. C. Lowe, Dan Nugent, D. C. 
Tiffany and M. A. Fuller. Samuel M. Gilbert purchased the paper in 1905 
and published it until 1937 when he sold it to the Salem Special because of 
failing health. The sale marked the end of 50 years of competitive 
newspapers in Salem. Gilbert had published the paper for 31 years, 
longer that any other publisher of the Register. 

The Pioneer Register was first housed in a building just east of 
the present Special office. It was later moved from its first location to the 
building which once stood between Sears and Helene’s Clothing Store, 
and then to the present site of Hipschman’s Tavern. M. A. Fuller moved it 
into the present paper office while he was publishing it. 

In 1883 C. F. M. Schlenker started a paper called the McCook 
County News. It was purchased in 1886 by J. E. Patten who changed the 
name to the Salem Special. Under the ownership of J, E. Patten, the 
Salem Special was a daily newspaper in 1887 for two days. September 22 
and 23 were the days of the first fair in the history of Salem and Mr. 
Patten used them as an opportunity for putting out a daily paper. He did 
the same thing the next year on September 15, 17 and 18, the days of the 
second fair. 

In the late 1880's the Special was a semi-weekly newspaper 
published on Wednesdays and Saturdays. This venture, however, did not 
prove financially successful and the paper was returned to its former 
weekly status. 

The Special went through a series of owners and in 1908 was sold 
to J. W. McMahon who published it until his death in 1934. Mr. McMahon was 
born in Decorah, Iowa in 1874. He came to Sioux Falls with his parents in 
1881 and married there. In February, 1907 he moved his family to Salem 
after accepting a job to publish the Special for a year while its owner, F. L. 
Good, went homesteading in North Dakota. McMahon bought the paper in 
1908. He owned and edited the Special for 26 years, longer than all 
previous owners put together and made the Special the largest 
circulating newspaper in the county. 

The paper stayed in family after McMahon died, being published 
first by his son and then by his daughter and her husband. It was 
consolidated with the Register in 1937. The Special was printed in a 
building on north Main Street until this time, when it moved into the 
present paper office. 

Except for a brief five year period from 1951 antil 1956, 
McMahon’s daughter and her husband, Mr. Walter Ryan, owned the 
paper from 1939 to 1959. It was sold in 1959 to Mr. and Mrs, Don Waugh of 
Sioux Falls and Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Tippens of Mitchell. Mr. James 
Larson of Madison published the paper for awhile after the Waughs had it 
and in January, 1972 it was sold to Danny Schwans, publisher of the 


Bridgewater Tribune and Wendell Anderson, publisher of the Canistota 
Clipper and Montrose Herald. 
PHYSICIANS 

Two of Salem's first physicians were Dr. W. E. Edgerton and Dr. P, 

Kendall. It is not known for sure which one came first but at one time they 
were both practicing at the same time in Salem. They were succeeded by Dr. 
R. C, Faust who was in Salem until 1910. While here he formed a partnership 
with Salem's longest practicing physician, Dr_ A, H. Hoyne. Dr. Hoyne took up 
residence in Salem in 1907. He came on request by Dr. Faust who wanted him 
to take over the practice while he took a couple of weeks vacation. When Faust 
came back, he urged Dr. Hoyne to stay on and the two formed a partnership. 
In February. 1910, Dr. Faust and his family left Salem and Dr. Hoyne took 
over the whole practice. 

Those were the days when doctors still made house calls. 
Sometimes, however, it wasn't too easy to get to the houses as roads then 
weren't what they are today. In the spring and summer there was often 
mud to contend with and in the winter, sleds had to be used to get across 
the snow. Sometimes several types of transportation were used toreacha 
destination, including walking. Dr. Hoyne told of one occasion when he 
started out with a lumber wagon and a team of horses to reach a mother 
in labor. It took him four hours in -25° weather to reach the home which 
was seven miles from Salem. 

Dr. Anthony Petres. Salem’s present physician, took over Dr. 
Hoyne’s practice in April, 1959. 


BUSINESSES 

One of Salem's first businesses was L. S. Tyler's hardware store 
which was built and opened by Tyler in 1882. At that time there was one 
other hardware in Salem, It was operated by W. D. Roberts, the first 
Mayor of Salem, Roberts sold it to G. H. Granns and Son in the late 1880's 
and it went out of business a few years after that. 

Tyler's brother, L. A. Tyler came to work with him in 1885 and in 
1901 he became associated with E. E. Hallas in the business. The two had 
an 18 year partnership, The Tyler and Hallas store burnt in 1910 after 
which EB. A. Wicks and’S. M. Gilbert, who came to Salem in 1885 and 
worked at several different times for Tyler, started a hardware in the 
building which is now the north portion of the Farmers Trading Post. 
Another hardware which operated in the early days of the town was the 
Farmers Hardware. It was also destroyed in the 1910 fire. Salem now has 
two hardware stores. Hallas Hardware and Furniture is located on the 
old Schneider Bros. Mercantile site. The original store building 
burnt in 1900 after which it was built up again and burned a second time in 
1944 when occupied by Hallas’s, The present store building was put up 
after this fire. The Coast to Coast Store is located on the opposite side of 
the orginal street. 

Early Salem had no lack of entertainment facilities. In the days 
before the movie house, shows, dances and plays put on by local talent and 
traveling companies were staged in the Opera House. Salem’s first Opera 
House and one of its oldest buildings was the former G.A-R. Hall, known in 
recent years as the Salem Hotel. The two story brick building, later covered 
with stucco, was built in 1886 by the local G.A.R. Post. The first floor was used 


a bank in the northwest corner of the first floor. The safe was still there 
when the building was razed in 1976. The whole second floor was an Opera 
House with an outside stairway entering it from the east side of the 
building. The south end of the floor was the stage and the north, the 
seating area. In 1895 the building was purchased by Henry Engelman who 
later remodeled it into a hotel. He continued to operate the general store 
and had a dining room in the hotel which was a popular eating place. The 
building was again remodeled under the ownership of Mr. and Mrs, A. 
Anderson who lowered the ceiling on the second floor and made it into 
rooms. They also put in fixtures from the French luxury liner, the SS 
Normandy. The building was 90 years old and recently owned by Mr. 
Andrew Close of DeSmet and operated by Mr. and Mrs. F.W. Cavanaugh. 
It was closed the summer of 1976 and the building was razed. 


The GAR Hall, later the Salem Hotel. The Opera House was on the second 
floor, 


Another early Opera House was the second story of the two story 
building just south of Don Anderson’s, It was owned by Ben Jenneman 
known as Jenneman’s Hall. Jenneman had a furniture business and 
undertaking establishment on the first floor. Some of the rooms upstairs 
were used by the National Guard to store uniforms and other equipment, 
but the main hall was used as an Opera House. 

The last of the old Opera Houses was the DeGrant which was built 
by Henry Kuhle in 1910. The DeGrant got its name somewhat by accident. 
It seems that the name was supposed to be The Grand, but the man who 
named it had a heavy German accent and it became DeGrant. The 
building was located on McCormick's car lot just west of Midway Auto 
Parts (the old Regale Theatre). It was converted 
into a store building in the 1920’s after the advance of movies 
caused the fading of the old fashioned Opera House. The building 


had been known for many years as the K & K Store when it burned in the 
late 1950's. 
MILLS 

In the early days, flour was not purchased ina grocery store but at the 
local mill where farmers would haul their wheat to have it ground into 
flour. The mills were either run by water or mechanical power and as Salem 
did not have sufficient water power to run a mill, its mill was run by steam 
engines. The first mill in Salem was owned by J. H. Brown and leased to 
Runkel & Schneider, L. S. Tyler, and Downer & Easland. The mill burned 
down on March 19,1888 with an uninsured loss of $8,000.00, Farmers and others 
interested in building a new mill were requested to meet on March 22 at 
the G.A.R. Hall to make plans. Interest was high and as an extra 
incentive to build a new mill, the lots, mill site, foundation, walls, and 
water from the water works would be donated to the people building the 
mill and the property would be tax exempt for five years. Not much more 
happened, however, because no one could be found who would rebuild. 
Several meetings were held but nothing was done until March of 1890 
when L. E. Kruger, who had just come from Iowa where his father had 
built the Klondike Mill, offered to build a mill in Salem. He made the 
arrangements and on March 30 started work on the new mill which was 
ready for business on June 19th of that same year. Kruger was an 
excellent engineer and inventor and the mill that he built in Salem, called 
a roller mill, was invented by him and was the first one built in this area 
of the country, Later on he built a dynamo from information on electricity 
he had obtained in a book and had the first electric lights in town. 


The Salem Roller Mills built by L.E. Kruger in 1890. 


L. V. Schneider took over the operation of the mill when Kruger 
died in 1895. The mill then had a capacity of 55 barrels daily and flour 


manufactured by Mr. Schneider was put out under the trade name of 
Mama's Pride. Under Mr. Schneider's management in 1903. the mill put 
out an average of 70 bushels of wheat per day of exchange. This was the 
payment by the farmer to the miller for his work. It was sold as flour to 
the miller’s other customers. The mill was destroyed by fire some years 
later after it had gone out of operation. 

The first franchise to operate an electric system in Salem was 
granted to Salem Milling, Lighting and Heating Company in 1902. 
Electricity was first generated by a steam power plant located in a small 
brick structure at the back of the mill. Later a transmission line was 
extended from Salem to Montrose by the Interstate Power Company and 
power was purchased from the company by Salem Milling. Lighting and 
Heating. In 1926 the property was purchased by the Central Electric and 
Gas Company who built a new brick plant building in 1926 and 1927. A 165 
h, p. diesel engine was installed and a transmission line run from Salem 
to Woonsocket to make the town a part ot the company's interconnected 
transmission system. Northern States Power Company took over the 
operation in June, 1961. 

RAILROAD FIGHT OF 1883 

To many people, the area west of the Mississippi in the late 19th 
century was a vast area of gunfights, stage coach and train robberies and 
general lawlessness. While this familiar picture was probably mostly due 
to vivid imaginations, some of it was true and the town of Salem had its 
share of trouble. One incident, known as the famous railroad gang fight of 
1883, involved some rowdy track layers for the Chicago Northwestern 
Railroad which was at that time being laid from Huron to Hawarden, 
Iowa. The men had a reputation for trying to run the towns they came to 
as the rails ended. Before arriving in Salem they had sent word ahead of 
themselves that they intended to upset the law in Salem. The local men, 
headed by E. H. Wilson, a pioneer lawyer, were not going to be caught 
unprepared. They went to the pool hall and cut off the cues for clubs. 
When the gang arrived, the Salem men were ready. A free-for-all ensued 
and the local men came out on top, chasing the gang out of town. 


NATURAL GAS DISCOVERY 

William Blankartz and Matthias Duclos were drilling a well on 
the Duclos farm on Monday, October 14, 1889, when they hit a vein of 
natural gas, According to the Salem Special, ‘‘They had struck a small 
supply of water but not deeming the supply sufficient, continued to bore; 
the drill passed through a shelf of rock about 12 inches thick and here they lost 
their water, Continuing to drill for some time, the drill began to 
act funny; they pulled it out and immediately a stream of gravel and 
stones shot into the air 30 or 40 feet high and a deafening roar was emitted 
from the drill hole.” After a while, the hole stopped shooting stones and 
the two men got a beer keg and placed it near enough the hole to fill it with 
the gas. Mr. Blankartz took this home and proceeded to test it by lighting 
a match to the open spout, ‘‘This little experiment came very near being 
attended with disastrous consequences; he opened the lower vent in the 
keg and applied a match there (after having lit one to the hole in the top of 
the keg). Of course, the upper one being much stronger, drew the flame 
inside the keg and an explosion followed. Luckily there was not much gas 


left in the keg at the time and explosion not strong enough to burst it, and 
aside from scattering the audience pretty lively no damage was done,” 

The next morning Mr. Blankartz went into town and got some 
men to come out and investigate the find. They put a 30 foot horizontal 
pipe on the hole and fitted it with a stopper and reducer. The flow was cut 
to 1 / 16 of its origina) amount but it was stiJ] strong enough so that when it 
was lit the flame shot up so high that a strong wind could not blow it out, 

The people of Salem and the surrounding area were much excited 
by the discovery. The Salem Special carried additional news about it 
every week for two months. Mr. A. J. Ross, a gas expert from Sioux Falls, 
came out and tested the purity and flow of the gas. The rate of flow was 
240,000 cubic feet per day, During the next few weeks there was a steady 
flow of visitors to the Duclos farm to see the gas well and Mr. Duclos had 
two offers, one for $5,000.00 and one for $10,000.00 for his farm. He 
rejected both offers and also one for $1,000.00 a year to pipe the gas into 
Salem for use there. Several other gas supplies were struck in various 
sites around the county at the same time. None of them amounted to 
much, however. 

Gradually the excitement of the find wore off. The last article in 
the Salem Special about it was a reprint from the Sioux City Journal. 
Some men from that area, accompanied by Mr. Blankartz, ‘paid a visit 
to the gas well on the famous farm of M, Duclos, three miles northeast of 
Salem’’. The men tested the gas from the well by lighting it. A beautiful 
flame burst up perhaps 10 feet. In color it varied from a steel blue to a 
yellowish white, was intensely hot, and the thick snow that was falling 
produced a beautiful and weird effect’’. “The well is 180 feet deep and the 
vein was struck in 16 inches of rock, and is stronger today than when first 
discovered. It is certainly a bonanza’’. This was apparently the last of the 
experiments, The gas was piped into the house of Mr. Duclos and used for 
heating and cooking for one or two years until it ran out. It could not be 
used for lighting as the gas was too pure and did not burn with a bright 
enough flame. 

Around 1929 or 1930 another group drilling for water on the same 
farm hit a vein of natural gas. It did not amount to near as big a find as 
the first one though, and did not cause so much excitement. The farm is 
now occupied by Mr, Ben Scheier. 


CELEBRATIONS IN SALEM 

The Fourth of July Celebration of 1904 was the biggest and best 
up until that time and for awhile yet to come. The day started out with 
the blowing of the anvil at 3:45 a.m., a practice in which the blacksmith 
would take the anvil from his shop, fill the empty space under it with 
black powder and blow it into the air. “Blowing the anvil into the air 
made the noise of 100 guns at sunrise. The firing continued until every 
person in the city, big and little, was awakened and up and preparing for 
the biggest day in our history.” 

Stores and houses throughout the town were decorated for the big 
event. J. E. Patten, then editor of the Salem Special, estimated that there 
were between 7,000 and 10,000 people present. The more conservative Mr. 
Lowe of the Pioneer Register reported between 3,000 and 4,000, The Salem 
and Bridgewater bands played for the event, one at the old bank corner 
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The Tyler and Hallas Hardware float in the July 4, 1904 celebration. It 
advertised the Majestic Range which was the standard at the time. Hot biscuits 
Were made and passed out to the crowd. 


and the other at the new, then the site of the Lewis House. Marshalls of 
the day were H. B. Corl and J. S. Swinehart. The speaker was C. H. 
Winsor, a Sioux Falls attorney. There was a parade with 17 floats headed 
by the Bridgewater band. After the parade there was a program in a 
tent south of the railroad tracks consisting of songs by the band and glee 
club, an oration, a saxophone solo and an acrobat. For those not able to 
get into the tent to see the show, there was a baseball game on the 
diamond on the north end of Main Street. Canistota beat Montrose 9-7 in 
this game. In the afternoon there was a second baseball game with 
Bridgewater defeating Ramsey by a score of 5-4. Other highlights of the 
day were a shooting demonstration by a champion shot artist, street 
sports including foot races, a tug of war and bike races, and a fireworks 
display at dusk. 

The American Legion and the Salem Commercial Club were joint 
sponsor of the Harvest Celebration for the first time in 1938. The Legion’s 
Paris Days and the New Fall Festival were combined to make the 
Harvest Festival. The celebration was and still is used for achievement 
days for the 4-H clubs. The first Harvest Festival was held on August 29 
and 30, 1938. It featured a street carnival, two dances, 4-H and women’s 
extension club exhibits, a baseball game, street sports and many other 
attractions, 

The first horse race held at the fall celebration in Salem took 
place in August, 1935. The chairman of the race committee, N. A. 


Jorgenson, personally contacted almost all the horse and mule owners in 
McCook County to get them to participate in the race. 

The first track was a half-mile straight-away bladed track on a 
farm just north of Salem. A large crowd was present to watch with 
enthusiasm the horse and pony running races, a mule race and chariot 
races. The fellowing year, a one-half mile oval track was used. It proved 
much more convenient for participants and spectators alike. The same 
order of races was used except that the mule race, which had been so 
popular the year before, was eliminated due to lack of mules and riders. 

The 1955 race was held on a newly constructed track, one and 
one-half miles east of Salem to the South of Highway 38. N. A. Jorgenson, 
who was chairman of the first race committee, served on the committee 
for the next 20 years and some of the riders who entered the first race 
were also participating in the 1955 one. The horse races gradually faded 
out as fewer and fewer people could be found who owned horses and who 
would ride in the race. They have been replaced in later years by the 
Harvest Festival tractor pull and the demolition derby. 


SALEM’S EARLY BASKETBALL TEAM 


In present times the high school basketball team and its fans 
consider it an exceptional team that wins a berth in the state tournament, 
This is as it should be, but there was a time when getting into the tourney 
was the rule rather than the exception for the Salem High team. In the 
years between 1912 and 1930, when all the high schools in the state 
competed in the state tournament, the only team with a more outstanding 
record than Salem's was Yankton. In 1912 Salem went to the state tourney 
and was beaten in the semi-finals. The same happened in 1913. In 1914, 
however, they were the state champions. To win the title Salem defeated 
Groton, Miller, Watertown, and Aberdeen. Inthe 1915 tournament, Salem 
lost the state championship game to Elkton by a score of 29-28, and in 1916 
they were beaten out in the first game. 

For the next few years, Salem decided that they had been in the 
state tournament enough for awhile and let some other teams have a 
chance at the honors. In both 1917 and 1918 they were beaten out in the 
district tournament. The Cubs also had mediocre seasons in 1919, 1920, 
1921 and 1922. In 1923 they again went to the state tournament losing in the 
semi-finals. In 1924 they were beaten in the district and in 1925 they again 
lost the state championship by one point, this time to Yankton. By this 
time the team had been built up over a period of four years by the 
coaching of George Edmonds and in 1926 they again went to the state 
tournament, this time taking the championship. In the same year, the 
Salem team was made famous by taking third place in the National 
Basketball Tournament held at Chicago. A 1926 Pioneer Register gives this 
account of the return of the team after that tournament. 

“One of the biggest events in the history of the city of Salem took 
place Monday, April 5th, when the high school basketball team returned 
from the national tournament held in Chicago last week.’ The team was 
met at the railroad depot by cheering fans from Salem, Mitchell, 
Yankton, Madison and Sioux Falls. The Salem band played and a 
procession, led by Mayor Joe Herting on a black horse, marched from the 
depot to the high school building. There were over 100 automobiles in the 
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The 1926 Basketball team which took third place in the National Tournament. 
Top row, left to right; Jake Schneider, Vernon Sessler, Lemmie Herting, 
Melvin Olson, Billy Rohlffs. Bottom Row: Clarence Carey, Gerald Cheadle, 
Coach George Edmonds, Vernon Cheadle, George Carey. 


procession, all decorated in the school colors of green and white. The 
Main Street businessmen hung out American flags, decorated their shops 
in green and white and wrote messages of congratulations on their 
windows to the returning players. A program was presented at the school 
auditorium after the procession. The master of ceremonies was O. D. 
Jackson. Mr. Rex Shield gave an address which was followed by a 
description of the games given by Chas. McCay who had been present at 
the Chicago games. Salem played Danville, Kentucky in their opening 
game. *'The game was a complete rout of the Danville boys, and Salem 
sent them back to the Blue Grass regions of Kentucky to make plans for 
another year.’ The second game was a little tougher but the Salem team 
managed to upset the Westport High team from Kansas City, Missouri by 
two points. The game was said to have been the highlight of the season’s 
play. In the third game Salem defeated the Longhorns from San Antonio, 
Texas. The Texas players were some of the biggest ones at the 
tournament but the Salem boys slipped past them 22-15. 

The fourth game was a heartbreaker as Salem lost in an overtime 
by a score of 18-17. They were defeated by the Fitchburg, Massachusetts 
team who later went on to take the championship. In the consolation 
game Salem came up against Pueblo, Colorado for third place. ‘‘They 
won 13-12, won third place for Salem and South Dakota, brought 
nation-wide recognition to their state and their city.”’ 


Representatives from many other towns also spoke at the 
program in honor of the athletes from Salem. Among them were the 
secretary of the Mitchell Chamber of Commerce, the Mitchell Mayor, the 
Superintendent of the Mitchell schools, the captain of the Alexandria 
basketba!! team, and delegations from Sioux Falls and Yankton. Coach 
Edmonds gave a speech commending the players and thanking the fans for 
their support. He displayed the trophies won which consisted of four 
basketballs from the four games won and the bronze ball for third place. 
Each member of the team received a gold watch fob from the University 
of Chicago and Gerald Cheadle, captain of the Salem team, was chosen as 
All-American guard in the National Team. 

After the 1926 season, Coach Edmonds was considered the best 
basketball coach in South Dakota. The state at this time adopted a rule 
that no one but a full time faculty member could serve as coach. 
Edmonds, who was one of two coaches in the state affected by the ruling, 
was forced to resign his position, The team lost in the semi-finals on the 
1927 state tournament and again in the 1930 one. They did not go to the 
state tournament again until 1974 when they took fourth place. 


FIRES 

Salem has had many destructive fires in its 95 year history. One 
of the first occurred on July 1, 1900 when lightning struck the Schneider 
Bros. store building and the resulting fire burned it to the ground. The L. 
S. Tyler hardware building next to it was saved only by a shift in the wind 
and other buildings on Main Street were saved by the heavy rain which 
was falling at the time. Schneider rebuilt the structure which burned 
again on December 2, 1944 while occupied by the Hallas furniture store. 
This time the fire was started by an overheated stove. A heavy covering 
of snow on the roofs of the buildings adjacant to the building prevented 
them from starting on fire also. 

The Peavey elevator burned on October 10, 1906 in one of the most 
spectacular and dramatic fires ever seen in Salem. The elevator was 
located on the site of the Farmer's Union elevator which was purchased 
by Hansen Brothers. The building and 12,000 bushels of grain were 
destroyed. 

On November 14, 1907, a night fire wiped out three businesses: 
Biersworths Store, Miss Horihen’s Millinery, and Stuelpnagel’s Bakery, 
The buildings now occupying those sites are a store house owned by Rich 
Kolbeck, Kolbeck’s Market and Bryan's Pharmacy. 

On July Ist, 1910, the most disastrous fire in Salem’s history 
swept the east side of Main Street. It destroyed seven buildings including 
Mrs. H. L. Grimm’s Millinery, Dr. George M. Dotts dental office, Tyler & 
Hallas Hardware, the Racket Store, the Farmer's Hardware, a residence 
and a large barn. Flying embers set additional fires which were put out 
by citizens. Smoke from the fire which started in the rear of the Farmer's 
Hardware could be seen clearly as far away as Spencer and for awhile it 
was thought that the entire business section of Main Street might burn, 
Damage from the fire was around $40,000.00. 

A night fire on December 21, 1945 destroyed the Sunshine 
Tlatchery building and Hub’s Cafe just east of the Special office. It started 
in the latehery aud “as discovered at 11:30 p.m. The firemen saved the 
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The aftermath of the fire and shows what is now the Corral in the background. 


Special office to the west of the building but the cafe to the east was 
destroyed. The fire was brought under control at 4:30 a.m. but flared up 
again in midmorning and at 5:30 p.m, when it was finally put out. 

One of the most recent fires in Salem destroyed the Coast to Coast 


Store and the laundromat next to it owned by Elroy Osterberg. The two 
buildings in the middle of the west side of Main Street burned in the early 
1970's. 


FLOODS 


oF 
The Courthouse grounds in the flood of 1907. 


The flood of 1944. The picture looks east to the present bank corner. 


Salem and the area surrounding it have not always been as dry as 
we have known it in the past couple of years. There have been three 
major floods in Salem’s history. The first one occurred on Pentecost 
Sunday morning in 1893, while churches were having their services. 


Although no rainfall records were kept in those years, the total rainfall 
for the year must have been quite heavy for the downpour on that morning 
to have caused a flood. Bridges on the West Vermillion River were 
washed out and nearly all of Salem’s streets as well as many basements 
were filled with water. 

A cloudburst on the evening of June 22, 1907 left five inches of rain 
in one hour and fifteen minutes. Streets and sidewalks were washed out, 
basements and cellars filled with water, and many homes seen with 
water many feet deep inside them. 

People abandoned their houses in alarm. The railroad track 
systems were also flooded with water and the wooden bridges which 
spanned Snake Creek were washed out. A huge waterfall which could be 
clearly heard a mile away was created on what must have been a small 
elevation on the courthouse grounds, 

The flood of July 10, 1944 wasn’t quite as bad as the previous two. 
A cloudburst dumped over three and one half inches of rain between two 
and four in the morning. The city was flooded by daybreak and at 8:00 
a.m. only two or three streets remained without water covering them. 
Ninety percent of the basements in the city were flooded with many 
entirely filled. Water began to recede in the afternoon. 

Salem has had a few wet years since then, along with the dry 
ones, but none have seen quite as much water as 1893, 1907, and 1944. 


NEW BUSINESSES 

Salem has continued to grow and prosper throughout the years since 
its beginning in 1880. A 1910 brochure on Salem placed the population at 1100. 
It stated that Salem had two first class banks, a flour mill, an electric 
light and power plant, seven grain elevators, two newspapers, three first 
class hotels, a first class creamery and many other advantages too 
numerous to mention. The population of Salem according to the 1970 
census was 1391 and many new buildings and businesses which have gone up 
in Salem between 1935 and 1955 are the Kinney 
building. later Ben Franklin and now Arnie’s Tavern, the 
Farmers Union Co-op. Ramstad and Knudson’s Gamble Store, now the 
Coast to Coast Store owned by Augie Huber, Hallas Hardware and 
Furniture, Don’s Nu-Way Cleaners and a new McCook County Highway 
building in 1948, Paul Schmidt's Studebaker garage, which is now the 
Sabers Service Station west of the bank, in 1951 a creamery building 
constructed on south Main Street by W. A. Barnhart and Leon Feterl’s 
welding and repair shop which later grew into Feterl Manufacturing 
Company, W. T. Knudson’s Implement dealership, the Standard Station 
built in 1954, Northwestern Bell Telephone building, the Salem Dairy and 
Pleasant Acres. 

The 4-H barns on the west side of town across from the Highway 
Dept. were built in 1955 and in 1959 the Salem swimming pool was 
completed. Construction of the Salem National Guard Armory began in 
the spring of 1960 after approval was gained from Washington, D.C. in 
December, 1959. The armory was completed and dedicated in May, 1961. 
The Melody Lanes bowling alley was built and opened in 1960 and in 1961 a 
new post office building was erected north of the bank.Two previous post 
office buildings had been the present, bakery and what is now Allen Wegener’s 


Clothes Shop. Another successful business that went up in 1961 wasF & W 
Concrete owned by Leon Feter! and Herman Warn. In 1962 the Home Cafe 
and Dairy Bar opened and in January, 1965 Kiner's Bakery became 
Salem's newest business, 

The Salem Community Development Corporation was formed in 
the 1960’s to secure Small Business Administration loans for the 
construction of Colonial Manors. In July, 1966 the corporation received a 
$230,000.00 loan from the SBA and construction on the home began in 
August, 1966. Originally to be only a 44 bed home when plans were 
formulated in 1965, the ccnvalescent home had 63 beds when completed in 
March, 1967. Floyd Wilkerson was hired as the home's first administrator 
in December, 1966, In June of 1967 he left and James Garry was hired to take 
his place. The home's present administrator is Donald Johnson. 

In February, 1968 a loan was approved to develop the 
McCook Country Club in Salem. The club would include a clubhouse, 
nine-hole golf course and a tennis court. It is operated on a membership 
basis and the dues for the first year of operation were $65.00. The 
clubhouse was completed in 1988 and an open house and grand opening was 
held on December 20, 1968. The golf course was completed and ready for 
use by July, 1969. 

Three apartment house complexes have been built in Salem within 
the past 10 years. The first one was a one story structure containing six 
apartment units built by Paul Schmit in 1967. They are located on Norton 
Avenue one block east of Main Street. In 1971 a 24 unit apartment house 
was built by Leroy Wegener, Paul Schmidt, Don Garry, and Ed Kranz 
under a federal rent subsidy program. The building is located in the 
southeast part of town out near Colonial Manors. Most recently, two 
apartment houses containing 4 units each were built on south Main Street 
in 1976. Other new structures built recently in Salem have been the new 
Salem water tower completed in 1968, the Bichel’s Floor and Wall 
Covering store, in 1972 and the new 4-H buildings constructed on the 
Armory grounds in 1975, 


Montrose... . 
built on the banks of the Vermillion 
River and named for the wild roses 
surrounding the town. 


Montrose was built on the banks of the Vermillion River. on the 
branch line of the Worthington and Sioux Falls Railroad which ran from 
Sioux Falls to Salem and later to Mitchell, It was built up in the 
midst of a fine farming country. There are two versions as to how the 
town got its name. One says that it is a combination of the words mountain 
and roses, suggested by W. M. Brown because of the high terrace covered 


with wild roses that surrounded the town. The other said that it was named 
by R.F. Pettigrew of Sioux Falls for Sir Walter Scott’s ‘Legend of 
Montrose.” 

An article from the April 2, 1893 Montrose Herald describes the 
beginnings of the town and its early businesses. It cited the first business 
in the town to be a firm by the name of Jacobson & Erickson who came to 
Montrose in the year 1880 and opened a small merchandise store. They 
were soon followed by H. E. Walker and F. E. Smith, ‘two sturdy young 
men from St. Lawrence County, New York, who opened out in the general 
mercantile line on the 14th of May."’ The store building, or a portion of it 
had been moved from Luverne, Minnesota on wagons by Jacobson and 
Erickson, There was no railroad then and grading had just started in 
Sioux Falls. Walker and Smith were the actual pioneers of the town as 
Jacobson and Erickson left after only three months. After their 
departure, Walker and Smith took the lead in securing businesses to come 
to the town. 

The town of Montrose was surveyed by two men named Drake 
and Wilder in June of 1880. In the same month, P. E. Davis came to 
Montrose and opened a boarding house in a 12 by 16 building. He also had 
two unfinished buildings which were used for sleeping quarters. Aman by 
the name of John Kroak put up the third building in Montrose and started 
a hardware store in it. A livery stable operated by F. T. Jackson and later 
by F. T. Murray was the fourth building to go up in the new town. These 
four buildings made up the entire town of Montrose by the Fourth of July, 
1880. Nevertheless, the half dozen or so residents of the town were 
determined to make the 4th a big event. They enthusiastically went to 
work and as a result of their labors, approximately 700 people from miles 
around gathered for the celebration. Rev. Joshua Watson from the 
Canistota area gave the address. 

Two more of Montrose’s early settlers came in early August, 
1880. They were M. A. Butterfield and Dr. David W. Lamme. Though the 
town was just getting started, the two men decided that it showed promise 
for the fulure and Lo stay and seitle. Dr. Lamme was the first man to die 
in the vicinity and was buried before the cemetery was even surveyed out. 
W.H. Mott owned the lot where the cemetery was to be and Mr. 
Butterfield surveyed and platted the cemetery, marking it with reference 
to Dr. Lamme’s grave. The first person to die on the east side of the 
county had been a child of S. S. Warner who had been poisoned by 
drinking some lye. The first child to be born in Montrose was Maude 
Hughes who was born in 1880. 

When Mr. Butterfield came to Montrose and opened his law office in 
1880, there was only one finished house in the town. It belonged to a Mr. 
Brennan who boarded a pile driver crew of 16 men. The general store run 
by Smith and Walker had a stock valued at approximately $500.00. 
Residents of the town who were there at the time were R. Knox, P. E. Davis, 
James Olin and family, S. S. Warner and family, H. Hughes and family, R. H. 
Odell and family, E. Miller and family, E. Colleran and family O. Thompson, 
Mr. Jenson, Damon Wells, Bill Wells, R. Stratton, D. Hyde, Peter Flannery 
and family, M. Mannion and family, L. D. Burdick and family, the Lewis 
families, the Hildriths, L. Fletcher, C. Zimmerman, J. Craigan, Al Gardnier, 
J.D. Hutchinson and a Mr. Perkins. 


The railroad arrived in Montrose in the fall of 1880. ‘‘The hearts 
of the sturdy few who had been pioneering in the broad expanse of prairie 
land beat with gladness and pride at the sight of the iron horse which they 
know would soon open up the country through which it passed and make it 
rich.”’ The train was greeted with cheers and the first passenger from 
Montrose to Sioux Falls was H. E. Walker. 


An early picture of the Montrose Railroad Depot. 


William Elder started a saloon in August of 1880 and that same 
fall Wheeler & Barrett put up a building which they stocked with goods 
the following year. Walker and Smith bought two wagon loads of lumber 
in Sioux Falls and had it pulled to Montrose to build a store themselves. 
They purchased the lumber from Mr. Edwin Sharp who a short time later 
came to Montrose and started a lumber yard. T. F. Diefendorf managed 
it under Sharp’s ownership and later under the ownership of the John W. 
Tuthill Lumber Co. 

Montrose’s first medical doctor was Dr. D, W. Lamme who had 
come in June of 1880 accompanied by M. A. Butterfield who started a real 
estate office in Montrose. The first school house in the town of Montrose 
was built on the west end of Main Street, either in late 1880 or early 1881. 
There were no organized churches in Montrose but Rev. Thomas Bayne 


and Joshua Watson would come to the young town on Sundays and hold 
services for anyone who wished to come. ‘During the first year, antelope 
would come and stand on the hills in droves and look over the townsite.”’ 

H. E. Walker used to go to Cameron on horseback to get the mail 
until the Montrose Post Office was established through the efforts of W. 
M. Brown in 1880. Brown was the first postmaster but resigned the 
position that fall. H. E. Walker took over the position and held it until 1885. 
Another prominent settler in the town, Ezra Fuller, started a flour and 
feed store in the spring of 1881. 

Montrose was platted and recorded in 1881 by the St. Paul & Sioux 
City Railroad Company. The plat was later transferred to a corporation 
known as the Prince Investment Company. The new town, like the rest of 
the county. suffered in the blizzard of 1881. The village was cut off from 
railway communication with the rest of the world until August of the next 
summer. Better days came to the area when the railroad went into 
operation again and new people moved into Montrose and the area around 
it. One story tells of a humorous incident when fuel was very scarce. 
William Wells, who had a claim shanty about one and one half miles from 
town, wished for a little comfort at home and decided to help himself toa 
lump of coal from a load that had just been dumped off by a locomotive. 
He waited until dark and then went to the coal pile and took a lump as 
large as he could carry. When he was about half way home, he stumbled 
and fell, dropping the lump of coal. After groping around awhile in the 
dark he finally found it again and made the rest of the journey home 
where he immediately fell into bed from exhaustion. In the morning he 
got up to chop the lump into pieces and feed it into his fire. It is said that 
his face took on a much surprised and bewildered look when he found 
that what he had brought home was not a lump of coal at all but a large 
rock. 


EARLY MONTROSE BUSINESSES 


The following is an account written by Lynus A. Kibbe on the 
town of Montrose as it looked in the early 1880's. Mr. Kibbe’s father, E. C, 
Kibbe, had just started the Montrose Avalanche in the new town. 

“Among the business houses in Montrose in the early '80’s was the 
H. C. Way drug store. Mr. Way was an excellent prescription pharmacist 
and carried a fine line of drugs, candies, stationery, toys, etc. Mr. Way 
sold his drug store to H. E. Walker who continued to operate the store for 
many years. J. J. Myles also owned and operated a drug store in Montrose 
beginning in the late 1880's. James Olin owned and operated the Montrose 
Hotel for many years beginning in the early 1880’s. Mr. Olin ran a good 
hotel and was interested in the affairs of the town. He owned a pack of 
greyhounds and led many a jackrabbit chase with his highly trained dogs. 
His kennels contained many of the finest greynounds in the Territory. 

Frank E. Smith carried on a fine business in hardware, and also 
sold farm implements, guns, points, etc. Mr. Smith built a fine home and 
he and his family were leaders in the social life of the town for many 
years, through the ’80’s and ‘90's. 

P. C. Byrne owned and operated the finest general store in town, 
and did a large business in dry goods and groceries, having customers for 
many miles each side of the town. Mr. Byrne’s leading competitor in dry 


goods and grocery business was Jacquith & Company, who did a good 
business for many years. but closed out their store in the early ‘90's. 

The leading lawyer of the town was M.A. Butterfield, a verv able 
attorney, Who in later years became county judge. He was very popular 
in the community. Mr. Butterfield had a good law library and often 
allowed young men of the community who were studying law to study in 
his office and use his books, He wore a rather striking. long red beard, 
and was sometimes likened in appearance to the picture of one of the 
Smith Brothers, on the cough drop packages, 


J.W. Platt conducted a harness shop in Montrose for many 
years, and was a pioneer of the town. He carried a fine stock of harnesses, 
saddles, and other leather goods, also a fine variety of blankets, buggy 
robes, etc, 

Late in the 1880's, John I, Purdin and his partner, a Mr. Westgate, 
carried on a large jobbing business in Montrose. He brought in large 
numbers of cattle and horses and sold them to farmers, He also bought 
and shipped large numbers of cattle, hogs and sheep. He often brought in 
carload lots of apples and other fruits that were not produced around 
Montrose at the time. 

The town doctors were Dr, C. J. Cummings and Dr. Slemmons, 
Dr. Cummings was very popular with children as well as with adults, and 
built up a large pracitce in both town and country. He was always 
cheerful and optimistic, no matter how serious the case. He was always 
ready to leave at a moment's notice, day or night, whenever an 
emergency call came. Dr. Cummings was well known in many parts of 
the territory and at one time was elected president of the Medical! Society 


of Dakota Territory. When he became annoyed or embarrassed over 
anything, he would break into a spell of stammering or stuttering, and he 
claimed that the only way he could overcome this was to shout the word 
“Hell” at the top of his voice, One evening he was delivering an address 
before the Territorial Medical Association, and becoming slightly 
embarrassed, he began to stammer and could not proceed with his 
address. He seemed much embarrassed, his face turned red, and he 
suddenly shouted the word “‘Hell!” with great force and much to the 
suprise of his listeners. He was then able to proceed with the address 


without further difficulty- 

J. H. Heyl ran a livery, feed and sales stable at Montrose, and 
had a fine string of well-bred saddle and driving horses. He built a race 
track at the edge of town and horseracing became a popular sport in that 
part of the Vermillion Valley. Mr. Heyl brought in some good race horses. 
His gray mare, ‘Pig Tail'’ usually won the running races in her class, and 
was very popular among the horseracing enthusiasts. Mr. Heyl, Dr. 
Cummings and several others brought some very fine thoroughbred 
horses into the valley, including the fine Hambletonian stallion ‘‘General 
Strange’, with a track trotting record under 2:20, (with the old type 
sulky), which was quite fast in those days. This stallion and several 
others became the sires of some of the finest horses in McCook and 
western Minnehaha Counties. Farmers became interested in draught 
horses for the farm work and many farmers united to bring in imported 
Clydesdales, English Shires, Percherons, etc. In a few years the type of 
work horse on the farms had greatly improved.” 


NEWSPAPERS 


Several newspaper enterprises ventured to start publishing in 
Montrose. The first newspaper was called the Montrose Avalanche and was 
put out by E. C. Kibbe who had come from Bridgewater. It lasted for about 
two years. Kibbe was followed by a man named Willets who printed the paper 
for a few weeks and getting no profit from the expedition, sold it to J. E. Rutan 
of Salem, Rutan put W. B. Tanner, later employed at the government printing 
office in Washington, D.C., in charge of operation of the paper. They called the 
paper the South Dakota New State. Tanner later grew weary of the business 
and it was turned over to a young man named W. T. Adamson. He was not too 
successful at publishing it and so the office was closed. 

Oliver E. Bowman and his wife Mary started the Herald in 
Montrose on July 6, 1886. They were warmly welcomed by the people of 
the community and business was rapidly established. Following their 
first issue, there were 25 subscribers to the Herald. The Bowmans made it 
clear that the Herald would be an independently organized paper. 

The picture on the top of the Herald was drawn by Amsa James 
Arnold, a civil war sailor who came to the county from New York and 
homesteaded in Richland Township. The picture of a farmstead and 
Indian teepees on one side and a town and railroad on the other has been 
at the top of the Herald since January 28, 1887, 


The history of the Montrose Herald has been unique to many papers in 
this area. In its 90 years of existence, it has had only three owners and has had 
its headquarters in the same building for its entire existence. Oliver 


and Mary Bowman “chronicled the ups and downs of their chosen 
community from the days when the streets were lined with horse drawn 
vehicles, through the transition to mechanization during which the 
harness shops and the livery stables lost business to gasoline stations and 
garages.’’ During the depression, payment for advertisements and 
subscriptions was made with almost anything the Bowmans could use at 
the time, including produce, cobs and wood. When the upswing came, 
modern equipment was installed and the Herald became one of the 
State’s most popular weeklies. 

Mr. Bowman died in 1942. His wife Mary continued to publish the 
paper until 1954 when she also died at the age of 84. Mrs. Bowman’s 
assistant, Lucy Dimock published the paper for the Bowman estate until 
May 5, 1955 when she purchased it. Her health failed in 1968 and in 1969 
Wendell Anderson purchased the paper. The news is still gathered at the 
Herald building in Montrose but all the mechanical work is done at 
Canistota. 


SCHOOLS 

The first school attended by Montrose children was built in 1881 
just east of town. The teacher in the school was Minnie Fuller. The school 
blew down in 1872. and a two room school was built on the west end of Main 
Street. It was put up at a cost of $2500.00. After a few years, however, this 
building became inadequate as the number of school children grew, A 
notice in a May, 1891 Montrose Herald said that the Montrose school 
building was ‘‘wholly inadequate'’. The location of the building was said 
to be a good place for a store but not for a school as the children had to use 
Main Street for a playground. This caused much annoyance to people 
passing in horses and buggies and also for the people who lived in the 
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The Montrose High School as it looked in 1915, 


Early Montrose school busses. 


area. A bond issue for $4000.00 for the purpose of building a new school was 
passed by a vote of 50-0 in May, 1894, Ground for the new building, now the 
band building, was broken in mid-July of the same year. A new bell for 
the school was purchased and installed when the school was completed 
that winter. Classes were first held in the lower part of the building which 
was divided into two rooms. In 1895 the upper floor was completed and 
two additional rooms were put into use. Later, when the building got too 
small, two rooms were added to the west side of the building. This served 
until the present school was built in 1921. The last superintendent in the 
old building was Mr. Prochaska. 

The building constructed in 1921 was 130 by 80 feet including two 
stories and a basement. There were 275 students attending school when 
the new building was occupied in January, 1922. Walter B. Numbers 
occupied the first superintendent position in the new building. 

Space again became a crucial problem in the early 1950's and in 
August, 1954, construction began on a new school gymnasium. The old one 
was divided into classrooms to help ease the space problem. An 
estimated crowd of 700 watched the first basketball game in new gym. 
Montrose beat Canistota in that game which was played on December 29, 
1954. 

A bond issue to build classrooms onto the gym was approved by 
the Montrose Independent School District in March, 1965 and in May, 1967 
the school received Ist class accreditation. 

In the pioneer days school teaching was one of the very few jobsa 
women could do besides housework. The teachers were hired for a 
period of three months and were governed by strict rules of conduct. If 
found unsatisfactory, they were dismissed at the end of three months. 


The Montrose High School as it looks today. 


Many of the teachers had only an 8th grade education. In 1886 the average 
monthly salary for a school teacher was $32.00 for a male and $28.00 fora 
woman, The teacher often boarded in a nearby home and paid from $10.00 
to $20.00 a month for room and board. In 1930 the lowest paid teacher 
recieved $50.00 a month. From then on, salaries began to goup. 

The April 29, 1892 Montrose Herald printed an article on the 
disciplining of school children. It said, ‘‘The new fangled idea of teaching 
school without the aid of a good switch is a failure. It gives the teacher 
virtually no way of enforcing order or rules of any kind. It is a great deal 
better plan to uphold a teacher rather than if any of the pupils are 
punished a little, have the parents rush up and threaten the teacher with a 
castigation or a lawsuit--as is done now-a-days. You can rule well taught 
children with love--but the home training of many of them is such that 
they need harsher measures. Instead of parents taking children out of 
school if the teacher happens to look cross at them it would be better to 
give them a little of what Solomon said would not spoil them and have 
them grow up respectable citizens."’ Though the article was written about 
85 years ago it still holds a message for today. 


MONTROSE CHURCHES 


ST. PATRICK’S CATHOLIC 


Father Ahern said the first mass in the Montrose area in the 
spring of 1879 at the home of Ellen Lalley eight miles south of Montrose. 
After this, Mass was celebrated by various priests in the Colleran, 
Brennan and Wheeler homes until 1882 when under the direction of Fr. 
Maher, a smail church was built. It was named St. Rose of Lima and was 
a mission served by priests from nearby towns. The first resident pastor 


was Fr. S. J. McCawliff under whose direction the new church was built. 
Somewhere around this time the name of the church was changed to St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church. In the 1940’s the outside of the building was 
redone and the high wooden steeple was taken down. The interior was 
remodeled under the pastorship of Father Patrick O’Connor who 
presently serves the church. 


ST. PETER’S LUTHERAN 

In the late 1870’s and early 1880's a number of Lutheran families 
moved into northern McCook and southern Lake Counties. The group was 
served by missionaries Rev. Midley and Rev. Erick Ruste. On May 14, 
1884 the St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church was organized at an all 
day meeting at the C. M. Johnson home. It was organized under the 
direction of Rev. O. QO. Sando of Baltic. Twelve men signed the 
constitution. The first regular pastor was Rev. M. Shirley who served 
from 1884 until 1888. In 1887, when a fund of $800.00 had been raised, it was 
decided to build a church. The contract was given to Ole Erickson who 
donated an acre of land for the church grounds. The building was not 
completely finished and equipped until 1903. A new stone church building 
was Started in August, 1946 and the church was dedicated on November 8, 
1948. 

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERAN 

The organization of St. John’s Lutheran Church took place in the 
spring of 1929 under the direction of Rev. A. C. Oberheu of the Zion 
Lutheran Church of Canistota. The first church building was originally a 
Baptist Church which had been purchased from the American Legion and 
renovated for the use of the congregation. The church has been 
remodeled over the past years with a basement, kitchen and dining room, 
and Sunday School rooms being added. The church became affiliated 
with the Zion Lutheran Church of Canistota in 1970 or 1971. 


METHODIST CHURCH 

The Montrose Methodist Church was organized in 1881 by C. M. 
Brown. Rev. Amburn, a local preacher, was appointed to be the first 
pastor of the church. The congregation put up the first church building in 
the mid 1880's under the pastorship of Rev. J. P. Jenkens, The building 
cost $2,495.29 to build. In the late 1880's the membership of the church 
dwindled somewhat but it came back again in the early 1900's. In the 
1950's the basement of the church was enlarged and made into a kitchen 
and Sunday School rooms. Rev. Lyle Miller, who serves the Salem United 
Church, is the current pastor of the Montrose Methodist Church. 


INCORPORATION 


The drive to incorporate the town of Montrose was apparently 
slow to take place, but when it started, the Montrose Herald was solidly 
behind it. An editorial in an April, 1890 Herald stated, ‘If our town of 
Montrose ever wished to catch up with the procession, it has simply got lo 
be incorporated. It will not be necessary to raise our taxes to any 
appreciable amount, as a little wisdom and discretion could be used by 
our citizens and all matters could be pushed along slowly. If we ever wish 
to get any benefit from our taxes paid for road and poll purposes, we will 
have to incorporate. The township authorities will, once in two or three 


years, get somebody to come into the village and plow a couple of furrows 
up and down the streets, and then when it rains we have a regular mud 
puddle and nobody is benefitted, and those that live outside the village 
wag their tongues about the great waste of township money. Whereas, as a 
matter of fact, the road taxes that the residents of this village pay in one 
year would do three times the amount of work and improvements that 
have been done by the township altogether, since the town Was started. 
And that is not all. Many a backyard has a straw pile and manure pile, 
and haystack ready to catch fire from a spark from a neighboring 
chimney, or someone passing with a cigar or pipe, Then can be seen 
stovepipes sticking up through the roofs of the buildings even on our Main 
Street, a curious tempting of Providence, so to speak, as well as a lack of 
care on the part of the owners of such buildings. Then the filth that can be 
seen in all parts of town, is a disgrace to our village, and disgusts al) 
people who would stop here with an idea of locating. Some men will not do 
what is for the best interest of the community. For instance, the forcing of 
people to breathe the fumes from filthy pigpens all through the hot 
summer months. Then there is not even a large cistern or well to help 
facilitate the work of putting out a fire. if a building should take fire in any 
part of town. We boast of having plenty of good water--well we have 
plenty to drink; but very little to put out fires with, There also cannot be 
found more than three ladders over 12 feet long in the village. It just 
seems odd where we have been all this time. This Rip Van-Winkleian 
sleep should be shaken off and a move towards incorporating the town 
started forward.” 

Similiar editorals appeared in later editions of the paper. A 
meeting was held in Jones Hall in December 1890 to discuss the issue. Ail 
the people present agreed that the town should be incorporated but there were 
disagreements as to where the boundri¢s should be drawn. A vote for 
incorporation passed in March of 1891 by a vote of 28 to 5. The issue for 
incorporation got a large majority even though a number of citizens 
didn’t go to the polls because of sickness. 

The first city election in the newly incorporated town was held on 
May 15, 1881, Officers elected were: Trustees--District No. 1, J. J. Myles; 
District No. 2--C. E, Geelan; District No, 3--F, E, Smith; Clerk--W. B. 
Phelps; Assessor--Oliver Odell; Treasurer--T. F. Diefendorf; 
Marshall--J, A. McKenzie; Justice of the Peace--J. W. Platte. 

The first ordinance enacted by the Board of Trustees for the town 
of Montrose declared that the boundaries of the incorporated town 
constituted the fire limits of the town. It was declared unlawful for 
anyone to keep or deposit any hay, straw, shavings or other easily 
combustible material in any yard, street, lot or alley or in any place 
within the fire limits except within some building. It was also declared 
illegal to burn anything out of doors in the town. The violator of the 
ordinance, which took effect on July 1, 1891, was subject to a fine of from 
$1.00 to $10.00. 

The second city ordinance dealt with the building and 
maintenance of sidewalks in the town. The ordinance required that 
sidewalks built on Main Street had to be eight feet in width and covered 
with planks or other sturdy material not less than two inches thick. The 
requirements for sidewalks on side streets was not quite as stringent. 


They had only to be four feet wide and covered with one inch plank, The 
building and repairing of all sidewalks in the town was under the 
direction of the street commissioner, Any person who built or caused a 
sidewalk to be built contrary to the provisions of the act, without 
obtaining permission from the board of trustees was liable to a fine of 
$1,00 to $10,00, Anyone who neglected to repair the sidewalk adjoining his 
property when it was in bad condition was subject to a fine of $5.00 to 
$10.00, The same ordinance also prohibited anyone from obstructing the 
streets or sidewalks of the town with boxes, barrels or machinery, and 
made it mandatory that the people shovel the snow off their walks in the 
Winter, . 
Another early ordinance called for the licensing of sellers of real 
or personal property, auctioneers, peddlers and hawkers, or anyone 
desiring to give a public demonstration of any kind. The firing of any kind 
of firearm within the limits of the town except by an officer carrying out 
his duty, the playing of any kind of ball games or other amusements on 
Sunday to the annoyance or disturbance of any citizen, and the tossing or 
batting of any ball. stone or other article into the street were made illegal 
in an ordinance put into effect on July 3, 1891. 

The fifth ordinance passed prohibited any person to appear in a 
public place in a drunken or disorderly condition. It also made it unlawful 
for anyone to use profane or insulting language in a public place or to be 
guilty of indecent behavior or indecent exposure. The possession of a 
sling shot or pea shooter was alsu made illegal. 

Present officials for the town of Montrose are Bob Healy, Mayor; 
Bill Griffith, Jim Head, Cliff Duffy, Nick Turmes, and Leo Zimmer, 
councilmen, 

CELEBRATIONS 


Many lively celebrations were held on the Fourth of July in the 
early town of Montrose. The Montrose Herald announced the 1890 Fourth 
of July Celebration with the headlines, ''The Eagle Will Scream, The 
Roosters Will Crow, The Cannons Will Roar and Montrose Will 
Celebrate”’. The paper announced that ‘'elaborate preparations are being 
made to entertain, amuse. and make happy all who will visit Montrose on 
this occasion”. The program of the day started out with 13 guns at 
sunrise. There was a parade at 10:00 led by the Montrose Cornet Band. 
The program for the day was started out with a song by the Glee Club. 
The Declaration of Independence was read and Father Ahern of Montrose 
and Joshua Watson of Canistota gave orations. At 1:00 there was a grand 
parade of ragmuffins which was won by two men dressed up as a bear 
and hunter. They received a prize of two dollars. Next were street sports 
including young and old men’s foot races, a hurdle race, wheelbarrow 
and sack races, a potato race, pony and horse races and a novelty race 
where the horses were made to walk a quarter, trot a quarter, and run a 
quarter. There was a baseball game with a purse of $10.00 and a fireworks 
display set off from a balloon in the evening. Apparently the-last was a 
great success as the Herald reported that the balloon sailed away amid 
cheers and shouts of hooray, The day was topped off by a Grand Ball 
sponsored by the Montrose Cornet Band, The Rillings String Band 
provided the music and tickets including supper were $1.50, The day was 
a successful one and nothing went wrong except that a pony threw its 


A well attended Fourth of July celebration. 


rider and ran away. It was not stopped until after it had crashed into a 
pile of band instruments completely destroying the tuba and tenor horns. 
The damage was about $55.00. 

Memorial Day was also celebrated to a greater extent in the older 
days than it is today, A May, 1891 Herald said that, ‘‘The largest gathering 
that ever appeared in Montrose on Memorial Day was in attendance’. At 
1:00 a procession led by the Cornet Band marched out to the cemetery. The 
program opened with a prayer and was followed by music by the Glee 
Club and the Cornet Band. Captain B. D. L. Dudley of Canistota gave a 
speech as did Oliver Gibbs, Jr. After the program was ended the people 
marched back to town to take part in an afternoon of ball games and other 
sports. 

FIRES 


A meeting was held in late July, 1892 to discuss the formation of a 
water works in Montrose. It had been badly needed for some time as 
the city had no adequate protection against fire. A suggestion was made 
that a well be dug at the foot of the hill on the west end of Main Street and 
water be pumped by windmill to a reservoir at the top of the hill. A 
contract for $400.00 for a city well was finally let in June, 1893 to T. G. 
Summers of Sioux Falls. The well was expected to be ready by July 4th 
but was not completed until October. A large tank and windmill were also 
erected. Later preparations were also made for the laying of a water 
main along Main Street. This was not accomplished, however, and the 
Herald in April, 1895 said that the well on the hill was a failure. It 
announced an election to issue bonds to purchase fire fighting equipment 
including a chemical engine but the vote failed. 


Montrose's first serious fire got started in the back part of a large 
building occupied by Owens & Young Hardware on the night of December 
21, 1893. The building, the second story of which was the residence of Dr. 
Martin and his family, was completely destroyed. The family barely 
escaped with their lives and lost all of their possessions except a piano. 

The fire next spread to the W. B. Phelp’s real estate office and 
residence which was also destroyed. When it became evident that the 
building could not be saved, workers turned their attention to adjacent 
buildings. A machine shed next to the real estate office was torn out just 
in time to prevent it from spreading the fire and the building on the other 
side of the shed was wet down to stop the flames in that direction . The 
building on the other side of the hardware, Odell’s Furniture Store, 
caught fire but was able to be saved. Buildings on the north side of the street 
also caught fire from flying sparks and embers but these were 
quickly put out. The total damage of the fire was around $10,000.00. 

The Montrose Herald reported that the fact that the fire was 
stopped where it was was very fortunate to say the least. The city at that 
time had no adequate means of fighting a serious fire. The wells of the 
residents of the city had been pumped dry by the time that the fire was 
out and had another building caught fire, the whole town might have 

one. 
. A second fire in Montrose in March, 1896 destroyed two buildings, 
the storage building of the Myles and Smith's Store and Ezra Fuller's 
building. The town still had no fire fighting equipment and the fire 
was extinguished by bucket brigade. Loss to the Myles & Smith building 
and its contents was $15,200.00. Mr. Fuller’s building was also a total loss 
as he carried no insurance. It was the third time that he had been burned 
out. 
MORE NEW BUSINESSES 


Despite some problems the town of Montrose continued to grow 
and it was reported in the spring of 1893 that many new houses were being 
built by people who had faith in the future of the town. M. A. Butterfield, 
J, J. Myles, F. Trumbo, David Hutchinson, L. E. Gage, D. Staples and 
William Brown were some of the men who were building new residences 
at the time. H. E. Walker was just completing a home on his farm near 
the town and many others were planning to build that summer. A new 
creamery building had just been built and other merchants were busy 
enlarging their places of business. Businesses operating in Montrose in 
1894 were the Myles & Smith Mercantile firm, a two story building across 
from the Herald office; Ellis Bros. Hardware, a branch of the large store 
in Salem run by Ezra Fuller; T. McAndrews Blacksmith Shop; the 
Corner Drug Store owned by E. O. Stow & Co., formerly owned by H. E. 
Walker; the City Drug Store owned by F. P. Maloy & Co., formerly owned by 
J. J. Myles; D. E. Hutchinson’s confectionary store; the Farmers 
Store run by Oliver Odell and Wm. Dawson; R. J. Odell’s Hardware 
previously run by F. E. Smith; a tin shop run by Ed Amburn; the City Meat 
Market run by Jos. Kapaun; Ed Southwick’s barber shop formerly run by W. 
W. Butler; Doc Perry's refreshment stand; the Olin House run by James Olin; 
the Riverside Hotel run by Homer Brown; Tuthill Lumber Company run by E. 
T. Willey; P. G. Williams and Peavey & Co., dealers in coal and grain; M. A. 
Butterfield, attorney; Mr. Ludvig Nelson, shoemaker; the Montrose Bank; C. 


A view of Montrose Main Street, taken in 1908. 


This second view was taken some years later. 


Forst’s wagon shop; L, T. Collins’ blacksmith shop and feed stable; W. M. 
Brown's carpenter shop; the Odell Bros. farm machine warehouse; Judge M. 
Foote’s Furniture Emporium; W. B. Phelps real estate, loan and insurance 
agency; the Montrose Post Office conducted by Jerry Barrett who also dealt 


in implements; the Montrose Herald; the Valley Store under the ownership of 
Gage and Byrne; the Harness Emporium run by J. W. Platte; F. T. Jackson, 
livestock buyer; Dr. C, J. Cummings, physician; and Peter Gallagher, 
drayman. 

Another business reported in the early days of Montrose was a 
cheese factory. The August 15, 1890 Montrose Herald reported that, ‘‘The 
Montrose Cheese Factory is one of the institutions of which Montrose can 
feel proud. It is quite large, and has a capacity that will meet all the 
demands for several years to come. However, an extensive addition to be 
used as a cheese room and ice house will be built this fall. They ship from 
fifty to sixty boxes of cheese to Chicago a fortnight, besides supplying the 
local trade. A liberal sample of their product was left at this office this 
week by Ben Brown, the general foreman, and it is fully equal to any 
product of this kind that we have sampled anywhere. The factory is 
owned and operated by W. M. Brown." 

Montrose also had a thriving roller mill in its early days. It was 
called the Merchants Roller Mill (earlier the Montrose Roller Mill) and 
was run by H. C. Torrey. The mill was the largest one in the county and 
had a reputation for making fine flour. According to Sam Colman, head 
miller, the mill had a capacity of 125 barrels a day. 

A second mill in Montrose was built on the Robert Odell farm in 
February, 1892. It was run by a steam engine and was used to grind feed 
and corn and toruna force pump. 

In January, 1899 plans were made for the building of anew millin 
Montrose by Mr. H. Berke. It was built near the railroad track in the 
southeast part of town to replace the original mill which had been 
destroyed by fire, Berke ran the second mill until competition in the flour 


The Montrose Roller Mills taken around 1918. 
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The Montrose Roller Mills built in 1900 and owned by H. Berke. 


business became so strong that he could not make it pay and was forced 
to close it. 


MONTROSE SCENE OF TWO MURDERSIN EARLY DAYS 

Apparently, Montrose in its early days had as much trouble with 
law breakers as any other town on a new frontier. In January, 1894, a 
murder, which was later declared a justifiable homicide, took place in 
Montrose. The man who had been shot had been divorced from his wife 
some time earlier on the grounds of cruelty. She moved to Montrose and 
built a small house where she lived with her two children. Soon after she 
had moved to the town her ex-husband broke into her house and 
threatened her. Nothing else happened until December 27th when he 
came to her house again and forced her and her two childrento come with 
him. About three days later it was discovered that they were missing. 
When the woman and children were found the man was arrested and put 
in jail. He attempted to break out three times and the third time he tried 
to jump the county constable, F. T. Jackson, who shot him, wounding him 
fatally. A hearing was held and it was declared, after several witnesses 
had given the same account of the story, that the shooting was a 
justifiable homicide. The man had earlier served a term in the state 
penitentiary for shooting a man ina fit of anger. He was facing charges of 
abduction, rape and grand larceny when he was put in the jail at 
Montrose. 

A second murder, that of Mr. Ed Brounko, took place in Montrose 
in 1930. The first indication of something wrong came from Peter Malloy 
who had not seen the victim for some days. Frank Starr, his neighbor 
went to check up on him and discovered that he had been dead for several 
days. The murder had taken place on a farm one mile west and one north 


of Montrose. Mr. Brounko was found under the bed with his throat 
slashed. Authorities decided that he had been murdered by unknown 
assailants. There had been a struggle and shooting before the hand to 
hand combat took place. Bullets were found in the window sash. A ladder 
leaning against the house was believed to have been used to gain entrance 
to a padlocked room containing Mr. Brounko’s valuables. A 
brother-in-law and nephew were questioned concerning the crime and 
then released. The murder was never solved. 


MONTROSE IMPROVEMENTS 

The years 1898 and 1899 were ones of a very noticeable 
improvement in the looks of the city of Montrose. In July, 1898 the first 
cement sidewalks were put down in the town by Frank Nordeen in front of 
the Dr. Perry residence. The Montrose Herald announced the event by 
saying, ‘This starts the band rolling for one of the finest improvements 
that could be put into the town. As the old sidewalks give out it is the 
intention of the citizens to have them replaced by cement walks 
everywhere”. 


THE MONTROSE POST OFFICE 


Wellington M. Brown, first postmaster 


of Montrose, gave the town its name. 


In the spring of 1880 a man came along on horseback and stopped 
at the home of Wellington Brown about a mile northeast of Montrose and 
asked Mr. Brown if he lived there. The man said that he was the rural 
mail carrier from Flandreau and that he would come through twice a 
week with the mail. He left some stamps and said that he would pick up the 
mail as he passed through. A short time later Mr. Brown received a large 
envelope containing a commission appointing him postmaster of 
Montrose. The first post office was a dresser drawer in Mr. Brown’s home 


that he kept the mail in. 

When Ezra Fuller became postmaster, the post office was moved 
into the building now occupied by Bill Gustaf who runs a barber shop in it. 
Under H. E. Walker, the post office was moved to the Corner Drug Store 
and under Frank Smith it was moved to a building on the south side of 
Main Street. which is now a vacant lot. Next Jerry Barrett moved it to 
where the Legion Hall now stands and John Walsh transferred it to a 
building on the northeast block of Main Street. 

According to Mrs. Charles McDonnell, M. D. Graves was the first 
rural mail carrier out of Montrose. He organized route No. 1 for the post office 
in 1904. There were no automobiles at the time and Mr. Graves had a little 
house on wheels with a little coal stove for heat. This was drawn over his 
mail route by two horses. The smoke from the chimney of the little 
horse-drawn house could be seen for a mile or so and the customers on the 
route had plenty of time to get out to the mailbox to buy stamps. 


A picture of the Montrose mailcarriers taken in 1920. 


The present postmaster of Montrose is Frank Tibio. The post 
office is located in a building near the southwest end of Main Street. 


BANKS 
Montrose has had two banks in its history. The first was the 
Montrose Bank established in 1886 by John Purdin, Joseph Hamilton and 
others. In 1908 the bank moved into a new stone building on the east end of 
Main Street. The bank closed on January 9, 1925 and to prevent an 
unnecessary run by outside depositors. It reopened on January 25, 1925 
and closed again for good just a short time later. 


The Security State Bank got its start in Montrose in early 1900 


with P. G. Williams as president. The bank closed because of depleted 
resources on May 9, 1924. 


The Montrose Bank when it was located in the stone building at the east end of 
Main Street. 

On August 24, 1976, the banking commission approved application to 
establish a branch bank of Security State Bank of Alexandria in Montrose. 
Plans are under way to build a new facility at Montrose and it is the hope of 
the officers and directors of the bank that this will begin soon and be 
completed near the end of the current year. 


The Security State Bank building pictured on the leit. 


FROLIC DAY 
The first annual Frolic Day was held on June 16, 1926. The day of 
entertainment and fun featured speakers, bands, ball games and street 
sports. The big attraction of the first Frolic Day was a street wedding with 
Marie Halbritter and Claude McConnel as bride and groom. The 
newlywed couple was presentea with gifts by the merchants of Montrose. 
Frolic Day became a tradition for many years but was then 
discontinued. The day was revived in 1973 by the Montrose Booster Club. 
There was a large crowd present for the community picnic and games 
and the day was much the same as past Frolic Days. Lucy Dimock and 
Phil Eichhorn were crowned queen and king of the 1973 festivities whic 
have become a custom continued to this day, 


75th JUBILEE 

Montrose celebrated its 75th Jubilee on June 25 and 26, 1954. the 
first town in the county to do so. The celebration started off with kiddies 
day on Friday. There was a kiddie parade, $.09 rides all day, and street 
sports. The Sioux Falls Municipal Band gave an open air concert that 
night. 

On Saturday, planes from the 175th Fighter Squadron flew over 
Montrose in formation several times during the noon hour. The parade on 
Saturday afternoon was said to have been the biggest and best that 
Montrose had produced in many years. There were 60 entries in the 
parade. That afternoon, F. I. Pixley was honored as the oldest citizen of 
the town and Montrose defeated Canistota in a baseball game. There was 
also a beard growing contest for which the male residents of the area had 
been preparing for some time. Prizes went to the longest, thickest, and 
raost impressive beards. Other highlights of the two day celebration were 
a concert by the Montrose Band, a ventriloquism act, fireworks display, 
dances both nights and an antique display in the Herald annex, 


ORGANIZATIONS 
BOOSTER CLUB 


The Montrose Booster Club was organized in 1964for the purpose 
of working for the betterment of the community. Some of the projects 
they have sponsored since they got started have been the improvements 
in the city park including the installation of camping facilities, the 
building of a new bathhouse and shower facilities at the pool and the 
cleaning of the park every spring, In 1974 the Booster Club started a 
project for an apartment complex for the elderly and in 1975 they 
organized the Montrose Community Development Corporation to 
continue the project. Construction of the two 4-plex apartment houses 
known as Tibio Manors started in June, 1976. 


LIONS CLUB 


The Montrose Lions Club was formed in 1952 with 20 charter 
members. Paul Rasmussen was named as the first chairman of the 
organization. The club has participated in fund raising projects for the 
pool, filter plant, and the band stand on Main Street. They also sponsored 
Frolic Day and the 75th Jubilee celebration. 


AMERICAN LEGION 

The Montrose American Legion Post No. 154 was formed in 1920 
with 15 charter members, The charter was approved on January 20, 1920 
and the post was named the Ruste-Waul Post in honor of Maurice Waul 
and Robert Ruste whe died in World War I. The size of the membership 
varied over the years from a low of eight to a present high of 95, In 1952 
the post sold the old Baptist Church building, which they had been using 
for their meeting place, to St. John’s Lutheran Church. They then 
purchased their present hall, the old Byrne store building. The Legion 
incorporated in 1951 and drew up a new charter in 1953. Some of their 
activities have been the sponsoring of a basevall team, sending a boy to 
Boys State since 1955, improvements on the building including putting in 
a new roof and a dance floor and an annual barbecue and dance since 
1972. 


RECENT IMPROVEMENTS 


Some new building projects that have gone up in Montrose in 
recent years have been the building of a new fire station in the late 1960's, 
the completion of a sewer construction project in 1970 and the completion 
of the Co-op Elevator, grain storage and drying facility in 1972. Another 
large building project, that of the V. T. Hanlon substation just outside of 
Montrose, was also completed and dedicated in 1972, It was the largest 
substation built by a rural! electric co-op in South Dakota with over one 
million invested in equipment at the time. 


Center... . 
a community started by Swedish 


setters homesteading in the area. 


The community of Center got its start in the early 1880's when 
settlers of Swedish descent began to homestead in the area. They had 
come from Minnesota and Illinois where they found all the good farm 
land taken. The first to settle in the area was John Anderson who came in 
1879. Others who followed him were a Mr. Nelson, George Sandberg, 
Jonas Pearson, Jacob and Jonas Lundgren, John and Oscar Jacobson, A. 
G., Andrew, and Jonas Anderson, Gustaf and Eric Olson, John 
Holmstrom, Reynold Zingmark, Andrew Ericsson, Gabriel and Nils 
Gabrielson, P. G. Swanson, August Widstrand, Pete Skoglund, Olaf 
Peterson, and Michael Jacobson. 

Two of the earliest settlers, Gustaf Olson and George Sandberg, 
built a stone mill in the early 1900's. It was run by a 14 horsepower 
steamengine and was used to grind wheat, corn and other grains for the 
farmers of the area. The mill was recently dug up and restored by Lowell 
Hetland who now lives on the original Gustaf Olson Place. He grinds 
wheat into flour for visitors at Prairie Village, 


A threshing scene taken in 1906 on a farm near Center. 


CONTER gy 


the early years. 


The Center Lutheran 


Church as it looked in 


The Center School house taken in 1899. J. Emil Osterberg was the teacher at 
this time. The picture shows a family picnic. 


The Center Lutheran Church was organized in 1882 with Rev. J. 
H. Randahl as chairman. Rev. Randahl also served as the church’s first 
pastor until 1887. The church was then served by students and field 
missionaries for some time. The next resident pastor who came to the 
church was A. Sundberg who served form 1897 to 1905. Rev. Bernard 
Heruth is the present pastor. At first, members of the church could not 
decide where to put up a church building. Finally in 1887, land was 
donated by Jonas Pearson and the church was built. Lumber and other 
materials were purchased from J. W. Tuthill Lumber Company at a cost 


of $260.00, The total cost of the building was $2,251,02. A new addition was 
put on the building in 1967 which greatly enhances the appearance and 
size of the building. 

The first Center schoo] was built in the mid or late 1880's. It was 
used until 1933 when it was moved to Unityville and converted into a 
blacksmith shop. A new school house was built that same year. Though it 
has not been used as a school for some years, it still is used as a township 
hall. Another school house ocated near Center, known as the Gabrielson 
School House, was moved to Salem and is now the S.F.P. Station on 
Highway 81, 

The Center store was started in the late 1880's by a Mr. Nelson 
who homesteaded in the area. Mr. E.P. Waller was the second owner of 
the store and many others followed him. Among them were Oscar 
Lundgren, Ed C, Pearson, and Benson and Larson. The original store 
building burned down in 1926. In 1930 the Ben Howes moved the Ramsey 
Woodmen’s Hall to Center and opened the store again in the building. 
They ran the store for eight years and then rented it out as a store for 20 
more years, The store closed in 1963 when Joe Prince, its last operator, 
died. It was in recent years made into a home by Robert Nelson. 

An early tradition of the Center community that has been carried 
on until today is the annual Midsummer Picnic. It was started in the early 
1900's by the settlers in the area and was first held on the Eric Olson farm. 
It was later moved to the Gustaf Olson place and then to the parsonage 
where it has been held ever since. 

The Center softball diamond is also one of the community's 
attractions. Games between local clubs are held every Tuesday and 
Thursday night during the summer months. The diamond was built in the 
late 1950's. 


Canistota. .. . 


named by @ railroad man, Major Free, 
and was originally Canastota, but became 
Can'-'nta due fo a clerical error. 


Che th y of Canistota begins with the small town of Cameron 
Which existed svout one mile southeast of the present town of Canistota. 
The founder and namesake of the town was John D. Cameron, a 
prominent man in the Dakota Territory while he lived in McCook County. 
it jis said that Mr. Cameron was a very bright man who would take on 
almost anything that promised to make money. Cameron platted the 
town in August of 1878. At that time, he offered a lot to anyone who would 
build on it. He then built the first hotel in Cameron, the Cameron Hotel, A 
short time later; the McCook Hotel was built in Cameron by Peter 


Muench. 

Some of the area’s first settlers were Dougal McKillop, James 
and David Manary, and Julius Stalting. They came to the area and 
homesteaded near Canistota in 1877, before the town of Cameron was 
begun. The Manarys later played a large part in the organization of 
McCook County. David Manary was Cameron’s first and only 
postmaster. 

The plat for Cameron was not filed until July 27, 1880 and Mr. 
Cameron did not get around to plowing the furrows to mark the streets 
and alleys until August, 1880. By this time, the town had already begun to 
die. In the meantime, however, Cameron was growing, and by May, 1879 
it boasted 32 buildings with three new ones going up each week. Included 
were several stores, hotels, a lumber company, a flour and feed house, a 
contracting firm, a doctor, blacksmith shop, hardware and tinsmith, and 
of course, a saloon. At this time, a school was also being planned and a 
school election had been held, 

As Cameron continued to grow, two trips were made daily by 
stage from Cameron to Sioux Falls and back again. The hotels were busy 
places in those days with many people traveling through the town which 
was the halfway stopping point between Sioux Falls and Mitchell, One 
source says that a murder even took place in the booming town, but 
although a suspect was named, there is no record of his being caught. 

The Cameron Pioneer, successor of the Rockport Pioneer, was 
Cameron’s only newspaper. It was first published in Cameron on May 2, 1879. 
Advertisers in the first paper included Clark and Bullard Pioneer Store: 
Cameron’s Store; Cameron and McCook Hotels; the Wells House; Lidden and 
Avery, lumber; Tabor Brothers, flour and feed; Davis and Co. and Stockman 
and Co., contractors; Dr. D. A. Smith; George Highsley, blacksmith shop; 
Fred Roever, hardware and tinsmith; and Howard and Berry Saloon. 

In early 1880, when the long awaited railroad from Sioux Falls to 
Mitchell failed to go through, the formerly prosperous little town of 
Cameron began to die. The stage that had run twice daily from Cameron to 
Sioux Falls changed to a tri-weekly one. Ads in the Cameron Pioneer 
became increasingly meager as businesses moved to Salem, Marion 
Junction, and Bridgewater. In May of 1880 the town lost its fight for the 
county seat which went to Bridgewater. The Cameron Register soon 
followed suit when on June 11, 1880, the publishers, T. J. White and J, E. 
Rutan, announced that they were moving the paper to Salem, 

In 1883 the Chicago Northwestern Railroad built a line from 
Huron to Hawarden, Iowa bypassing Cameron, which was by now a 
ghost town, by about a mile to the northwest. The northeast quarter of 
section 34, Canistota Township was selected as a station site. The first 
recorded owner of the property was Michael O’Brinem who received the 
title on June 20, 1879. After changing hands several times, the land came 
under the ownership of the Western Town Lot Company in June, 1883. On 
July 14, 1883, the Western Town Lot Company platted the town and gave it 
to the public. The plat was filed in the Register of Deeds Office of McCook 
County on July 24, 1883. The original plat was 22 blocks with the north part 
of the town being developed first as the southern portion was orginally 
slough, 

Canistota became the name of the new town somewhal by 


mistake. Major Free, a man connected with the Chicago Northwestern 
Railroad, named the town Canastota after his hometown, Canastota, New 
York. A clerical error was made when applying for a post office and the 
post office recorded the name as Canistota. The railroad continued 
calling the town Canastota and the difference remained until 1908 when 
Postmaster J. A. Beamer officially changed the name to Canistota. 

The first building put up in Canistota was built by Joe and Charley 
Fetzner in 1882. The building was a two story structure witha general store on 
the first story and living quarters on the second, The brothers had a small 10 x 
12 building resembling a fireworks stand of today from which they sold goods 
until their store was completed. 

Canistota’s first postmaster was Joe Fetzner who was appointed 
when the train service first arrived in Canistota. The first post office was 
located in the Fetzner store. The post office was housed in many other 
buildings before the present one was built in the early 1960's. Among 
these was the building which now houses the shoe shop, the structure 
which until recently was the McCue Cafe, and a building constructed in 
1931 by Postmaster R.L, Hazen which is now the Canistota Clipper office. 


EARLY CANISTOTA POLITICAL HISTORY 


Some of Canistota’s first city officials were Judd Hammond, B. 
D. L. Dudley and Jack McKinnan. It is not known tor sure what offices 
they held as the records are not available, The first meeting for which 
there is a record is the January, 1900 meeting of the city council. The 
city’s first ordinance was enacted at the February, 1900 meeting and 
called for the licensing of dogs. In the April, 1900 election officers chosen 
were M. Fallgatter, chairman; R. H. Armstrong and C. F. Swartz, 
trustees; and P. H. Schaller, clerk, Some other early business taken care 
of was the building of wooden sidewalks which were to be five feet, four 
inches wide and made of two inch planks laid crosswise, acontract for the 
graveling of streets and the building of a city jail, Present city officials 
are Dr. Tom Ortman, mayor and Bob Kirchner, Delmer Giegling, Dr. 
Tom Noordsy, Dr. Charles Ortman, Klaas Wingert and Tom Spicer, 
councilmen 

Canistota’s second building and first home was built by J. P. 
Schaller as a home for his family. It was built just south of the old 
Presbyterian church. Mr, Schaller also operated the first lumber yard in 
Canistota. He later sold the lumber yard to Queal and Company and built 
the first grain elevator which was known as a flathouse. Two 
other flathouses were built later. One was on the site of 
the present Shanard elevator. One of the elevetors burnt down in the 
1930's but the other one still stands. It is not in use and is slowly rotting 
away north of the Shanard Elevator. 

RATLROAD DEPOT 

Canistota's first railroad depot was built in 1883 when the 
railroad came through and the town began. It was a two story structure 
which housed the agent and his family in the second story, Some years 
after it was built, the structure was badly damaged when a fire broke out 
in the upper story of the building. The second story living quarters were 
completely destroyed and the agent and his family had to find living 
quarters elsewhere as the depot was rebuilt with only one story. The first 


railroad agent stationed in the town was Mr. Dick Bolhn. 
In the early days of Canistota. the depot took on many functions 
besides railroad activities, For a long time the south waiting room of the 


station was used for public meetings and church services, On one 


occasion it was even known to have been used as a theatre for a medicine 
show which was passing through the town, The depot was torn down about 
ten years ago, At one time. before the automobile began to replace the 
railroad as the prime means of transportation, Canistota had four to five 
passenger trains going through it daily in addition to many freight trains, 

In 1883 George Hazel established Canistota’s first blacksmith 
shop and in 1884 Canistota's second general store was built by B. D. L. 
Dudley. The store was built on the south side of Main Street and the west 
half of it is now Connolly's store. Mr. Dudley was the Methodist minister 
in Canistota for many years, holding services in homes and schools while 
he was serving the congregation. The early town also had a free library 
and reading room which was provided by Mr. Dudley. It boasted over 
1000 volumes of the most popular newspapers and magazines. 

Another of Canistota’s early buildings was built by Mr. E. P. 
Amy in 1884. It was known as the Amy House and was used asa home for 
his family and as a boarding house. The first stable in Canistota was built 
by Mr. Amy in 1885 or 1886. It was built on the site of what is now the Clark 
barn. Mr. Amy later sold the house and barn and built the Pemperton House, 
Canistota’s first hotel, where the Ortman clinic now stands. The hotel was 
also calied the Commercial House and the O. K. Hotel. It was torn down 
after the Ortman Hotel was built. 

Another version of early businesses in Canistota says that a Mr. 
Elliot built the first lumber yard and a Mrs. Sherman built the first 
boarding house. Whichever is right, early Canistota was a thriving town 
with many businesses to attract potential residents. There were two banks, 
the Citizens State Bank and the Farmers State Bank; two saloons, three 
lumber yards, Queal’s Union and McCuliough's ; two blacksmith shops; 
three elevators. Schaller’s, the Farmers’ Elevator and Mulleoney’s; one 
large livery barn built by Dr. S. §, Clark and used by him for his 
velerinary work; and two general stores. The Clark barn still stands just 
east of the Artist Theatre. It is now used for storage. The Artist Thea‘re 


An early picture of Canistota from the north. Besides the many houses, two 
churches, three grain elevators and the first school can he seen. 


was also built by Dr. Clark and was originally called the Clark Theatre. 
The theatre was originally planned to be built where the Standard Oil 
station is now. A basement was dug in preparation but Dr. Clark decided 
to build it in its present location. The theatre was built in 1926. 

One important factor in the rapid settling of Canistota was what 
was known as the Mulhall Boom. In the late 1890's a group of men from 
Sioux City bought large amounts of land in the area and had carpenters 
erect houses and bariis on them. They sold the farms to immigrants in 
1898 for $2,800.00 per quarter. Their houses were of a standard type, 1'2 
Stories and about 14 by 26 feet in size. They became known as Mulhall 

ouses. 


Destruction accomplished by a twister northwest of Canistota in 1915 or 1916. 
CANISTOTA’S SCHOOLS 


The first school in the Canistota area was held in Cameron as 
early as 1878. In 1883 Canistota’s first school was erected on the west side 
of town. During its 27 years of use it housed eight grades. Members of the 
first school board were Jack Weltzin, Charles Uecker, Henry Halgerson 
and Judd Hammond. 

The first school basketball team was put together in 1908. A few 
years later, some enterprising boys, deciding that they needed a new 
playing court, built sides and a roof over the dance hall on Main Street 
(the former Coke and Chip) which orinally consisted of only a floor and 
a tent roof. Another early basketball court was the second story of Dr. 
Clark’s livery barn. This was in use from around 1917 until the mid 1920’s. 
The girls’ team played on an outdoor court outside the Pink Hall. 

The first high school was started in 1909. It had 18 students in the 
ninth and tenth grades. Mr. E. A. Kaech, who started the high school, was 
its first superintendent. Superintendent Kaech was also known for 
promoting the first Arbor Day in South Dakota in 1908. The tree planted 
that year by school children of Canistota still stands by the home of Mrs. 
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The first Canistota school located on the west side of town. 
Bertha Arends. 

In January, 1910 it was decided that new school facilities were 
needed and a $8,825.00 bond issue for a new school building was passed by 
a 92 to 43 margin. The block on which the school now stands was 
purchased from a Mr. Van Woert. It had on it at that time an old cow barn 
and people thought it nothing less than crazy to pick such a site for anew 
school. The lot was purchased but there were conflicting stories as to how 
much it cost. Four students were sent out by the superintendent to collect 
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Looking east to the second school building in Canistota (in the background). 


money for the lot. Among them were Mr. and Mrs. John Uecker. The school 
took two years to build. 

In the spring of 1915 the first senior class graduated from 
Canistota High School. It had only one student. By 1928, however, high 
school enrollment had increased and more room was needed. A $25,000.00 
bond issue was passed and an addition was built on the school in 1928. The 
addition was completed on November 26, 1928 and on 
the night of the 28th fire broke out in the old part of the building 
destroying it. The addition was saved and by the fall of the next year, a 
new building was ready for classes. 


Canistota’s present school building without the addition built on. 


In 1955, two bond issues were passed, one by the school district 
for $100,000.00 and one by the city for $15,000.00, Together these were 
enough to build a proposed addition to the school but not enough to furnish 
it. Fund drives raised $11,000.00 which was matched by the Ortman 
Foundation for a total of $22,000.00. It was enough to furnish needed 
equipment including that which was needed for the school's first hot 
lunch program to begin. The building was dedicated at ceremonies on 
SARAATY 3, 1957. Featured speakers were Paul Harvey and Governor Joe 

Oss. 
CANISTOTA BANKS 

The first bank building in Canistota was built by the Mulhall 
brothers who later sold it to Robert Armstrong. Armstrong entered into a 
partnership with his brother William and later Fred Dudley joined the 
business. When Dudley joined, the bank was moved to his building and 
run under the name of the The Farmers State Bank. The original building 
was the drugstore in recent years and is now a vacant lot between the 
clinie and the former Coke and Chip building. The building that the bank 
occupied before it closed was on the northeast end of Main Street. 

Canistota had a second bank at that time, the Citizens State 


Bank. In 1908 a stone building was erected on the northwest end of Main 
Street to house the bank. It was owned by a Mr. Kostboth. The building is 
just east of the Hen House and is now occupied by the Canistota Auto 
Company. 

Both banks closed before or just at the beginning of the great 
depression. When the last one closed in 1930, Canistota saw its last bank 
for many years. In 1962 a state bank charter was granted to the Security 
State Bank of Canistota by the State Banking Commission, The bank 
opened in a trailer house on April 14, 1962. In 1966 pblans were made for the 
construction of a new bank building which replaced a vacant gas station 
on Main Street. The bank opened in its new building in April, 1968 as the 
United National Bank of Canistota 

CANISTOTA’S NEWSPAPERS 

Canistota has had two newspapers in its history, The first one 
was the Canistota Courier which started printing in 1898. The editor and 
publisher was a Mr. Perkins. The paper was printed for only twelve 
issues and there are no known copies existing. 

The Canistota Clipper was established in 1901 by publishers J. F. 
Halliday and Claude Swafford. Swafford later became the sole owner and 
in 1902 he sold the paper to Mr. J. L. Hammond of Iroquios. Mr. 
Hammond later became one of the most quoted small town newspaper 
editors in the state. Hammond edited the paper until his death in 1928. 

In 1929, Mr. W. W. Brady purchased the paper and published it 
until 1934 when John H. Schlueter bought it. He published the Clipper until 
1953 and then leased it to Emil Wolff. In November, 1955 Wendell 
Anderson, present editor and publisher of the Clipper, leased the paper 
from: Schlueter. Mr. Anderson purchased the paper in January, 1964 and 
has been operating it ever since. 

The Clipper moved into its present building in November, 1965, 
It now occupies the old post office on the southeast end of Main Street. 
Other buildings the Clipper had occupied are the shop and the building 
formerly occupied by McKillop’s Appliance Store which was just west of 
the present Clipper office. The Clipper also occupied a building on the site 
of the present post office. It had originally been a saloon and burnt down 
later while occupied by the Wormann Ice Cream Store. It was also at one 
time a warehouse used by Scott and Uecker when they operated their 
hardware on Main Street. 


CANISTOTA’S CHURCHES 


The Canistota Presbyterian Church is evidently the oldest 
organized church in McCook County. It was formed before Canistota 
itself was. The church was established on June 10, 1879. The first religious 
services, however, had started before this as ministers from other areas 
would come through and hold services in local homes on Sundays. The 
first officers of the Presbyterian Church were I. B. Carter, David A. 
Smith and Dougal McKillop. 

When the town of Canistota was formed in 1883, the church moved 
to the new town and in 1885 they built their first permanent building there. 
Other churches used the same building until they could complete their 
own. The Presbyterian church was served by Rev. A.C. MeCauley for 51 
years starting in 1885. They did not receive a resident pastor, however, 


until 1938 as Rev. McCauley had another congregation and did not live in 
Canistota. 

The Zion Lutheran Church of Canistota was first made up of seven 
families living northeast of Canistota in 1880. The first Lutheran 
service was held in the Conrad Kirchner home. The services were held at 
homes and school houses many years until it became evident that in order 
to serve the growing number of people, they must be held in town. The 
first service in town was held on Christmas Day, 1884 in the George 
Buehner home, and after that at different places in town. In the spring of 
1885 a congregation was organized and in May. Phillip Laux became the 
first pastor. Rev. Laux organized a parochial school with classes held in 
the newly erected parsonage. The school has now been discontinued and 
the building is used for a Sunday School, A church was built in 1892 and in 
1949 plans were made to build a new one but it was later decided to 
remodel the old building, This was done in 1950. 

The Riverside Methodist Church was organized on June 10, 1885. 
It was named the ‘First Methodist Episcopal Church of Grant Township, 
MeCook County, Dakota", Services had begun in the Riverside area as 
early as 1880 by Joshua Watson who was only 17 years old when he started 
preaching, A church was built in 1891 at a cost of $951.06. The first 
minister to serve the congregation was Rev. Corwin who came in 1892. 
The church was destroyed by fire in July, 1925. Work was begun on a new 
one in September and the building was dedicated on November 28, 1926. 

The First Methodist Church of Canistota was organized around 1884 
with seven charter members. Services were held in various buildings, 
including the school house, the depot, an unfurnished saloon and 
the Presbyterian Church until the Methodist Church was built in 1895 and 
Pastors from Salem and Bridgewater served the church in its early years 
until Rev. Miller was appointed in 1900. The church was built in 1895 and 
through the years many improvements have been made on it. In April of 
1966 the Presbyterian and Methodist Churches merged to form the United 
Church, A new building was constructed in 1970. 

The St. Joseph's Catholic Church (also known as the Wellington 
Catholic Church) had its beginning sometime prior to 1894 when masses 
were held at the Nick Reecy home or at the Even school house. In 1894 
plans were made to build a church. Mr. Charles Beaumont donated five 
acres of land for the building which was completed in 1894 with the help of 
volunteer labor from the parish members. The first parish priest was 
Father Grabig who drove back and forth from Bridgewater. Another 
early priest was Msgr. Bernard Weber who drove a horse and buggy to 
the church from Salem. The church was served by many different priests 
during its first years as they all served other parishes as well as the 
Wellington one. The church is still active and is served by Father Coyne 
of Humboldt. 

The first group of Baptists in the area held their services in a 
school house 812 miles southeast of Canistota. They were affiliated with 
the German Baptist Church of Emery and their services were held in 
German until World War I when the use of the German language was 
banned. The group organized in 1906 and named their church the Spring 
Valley German Baptist Church. In 1914 the congregation bought the 
Baptist church building in Bridgewater and had it moved to their 


location. Some of the organizations of the church included a Ladies 
Mission Circle, a Young Peoples Society and a Sunday Schoo! and 
Vacation Bible School. The church disbanded around 1966. 

CANISTOTA’S EARLY DOCTORS 

Medieal service in the Canistota area goes as far back as the 
town of Cameron. Dr. D. A. Smith who later served at Bridgewater was 
the area's first medical doctor. Early day medical service in Canistota 
was provided by a Dr. Slemmons. He had been at Montrose in 1904 before 
coming to Canistota. The second doctor to serve the town was Dr. Collins who 
came in 1909. Dr. Gullick was next and then Dr. Bill Dickenson. Dr. John 
Dickenson, son of Dr. Bill Dickenson, later took over the practice before 
moving out to the west coast. He now resides in Canistota again but is retired. 

SPORT DAY 

The forerunner of the Canistota Sport Day was the Old Settlers’ 
Picnic which was held in the country every second Saturday in June. The 
celebration was later moved into town and was renamed Sport Day. The 
first Sport Day was held on July 26, 1907. It wasa grand affair starting off 
in the morning with a band concert and a baseball game. After dinner 
there were street sports, a horse race, a gun shoot and another baseball 
game. An estimated 2,500 people attended the day's activities which 
ended with a dance in the evening. 

The second annual Sport Day featured the ‘‘Fantastic Parade” 
which was the first in a series of parades put on by the Riverside groups 
at Sport Day. They later came to be known as the Riverside Parades, An 
electric lighted ferris wheel and a 20th century merry-go-round also 
made their appearances al the two day event which was held July 16 and 
17, 1909. 

One man stands out in the memories of past Sport Days more 


Hoys race at the Canistota Sport Day on July 8, 1Y1h, 


A Sport Day mounted potato race. 


A Sport Day baseball game on July 10, 1913. 


than any other. C. J. Uecker, called Mr. Sport Day, was ‘‘Marshall of the 
Day” from the first Sport Day until the one before his death in 1942, All 
during the day he could be seen riding his horse, delivering programs and 
making announcements over a megaphone, 

During the years, Canistota has featured many well known bands 
at Sport Day. This has been discontinued in recent years but the town is 
still known for its fireworks displays on Sport Day night. A comeback of 
the parade was made at the 1976 Sport Day with over 100 floats from 
Canistota and surrounding towns participating. 


ELECTRICITY, WATER, AND TELEPHONE SERVICE 


Two gasoline generators referred to as the large generator and 
the small generator provided power for Canistota’s early electric light 
plant which was run in later years by Henry Schaller, The power would be 
turned on just before dark and shut off at 11:00 p.m. On Monday and 
Tuesday mornings, the power was turned on for a few hours so that 
housewives could do their washing and ironing. 

The first street lights in Canistota were put in in 1904 or 1905 when 
the electric light plant first went into business. In 1940, new street lights 
were put in along Main Street and residential streets. The new lights 
greatly improved visibility at night as well as improving the appearance 
of the town. 

In 1920 Mr. Schaller sold the electric plant to the city of Canistota, 
but after the first nine months of operation it had lost $1,746.38. In 1921 the 
city voted 169 to 4 in favor of a $21,000.00 bond issue which would bring 
Northern States Power into the community. The city then purchased 
power from NSP and sold it to customers. The profit made, however, was 
only enough to pay the interest so the operation was later sold to NSP. 

On the farm. electricity was supplied by a home light plant which 
was charged with batteries. This type of power was used for lights and 
other electric appliances until the formation of the REA in the late 30's. 
The McCook County Electric Co-op was formed in 1948 and 1949. 

Canistota was one of the first small towns in South Dakota to have 
a modern water and sewer system. In 1909 interested citizens of Canistota 
came together and decided that a water system that could furnish fire 
protection was badly needed in Canistota. Bids were taken and a water 
tower, tank and main system were put in at a cost of $11,000.00. Sewer 
lines were put in later after the increasing number of people making 
temporary or permanent residence in the town because of the Ortman 
Clinic making the facilities necessary. Both water and sewer mains in 
Canistota were extended in 1948 after the passing of a $17,000.00 bond 
election in April, 1947. 

At a meeting on August 25, 1909, the Canistota Volunteer Fire 
Department was formed. At the first regular election of officers, J. E. 
McCarty was elected chief, Wm. Timmerman and Chas. Uecker, 
assistant chiefs; J. F. Muehl, foreman; Wm. Vellow and Fred Haas, 
assistant foremen; Ben Graf, secretary; Chas. Uecker, treasurer; and J. 
F.. Muehl, Hardy Van Woert and Chris Stalting, trustees. In the early days 
of its existence, the equipment was hauled to the fire by hand. The dray 
man who was first to get to the station received a $2.50 reward while the 
second one received $1.50. This system provided a little additonal 


incentive to hurry when the tire alarm was sounded. 

An electric siren was purchased by the department in 1924 and 
was first used on Wednesday, October 22, 1924, when fire broke out in a 
barn belonging to Mrs. Catherine Kostboth. In 1930, at the beginning of 
the age of the automobile, the fire fighting equipment was mounted on 
Model ‘A’ Fords. This ended the era of pulling the equipment by hand. 

In 1903 a franchise was given to a stock company, consisting of 
Jack McKinnon, Jim McKinnon, A. G, Engeleke, Dr. Cowen, and some 
others, by the town board for the purpose of putting a Llelephone system in 
Canistota. When the line work was finished, there were twenty customers 
on the list at the first central office which is now an empty lot just west of 
the Canistota Clipper. In the next three years more phones were added 
when five rural lines were completed. 

The switchboard was located in the Clipper office for awhile and 
telephone service was from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. The stock company later 
sold out to 4 man named Thompson who sold to John Smith in 1914, 
The office was then moved to the McKillop residence on Main Street, It 
was managed by a number of people and located in various buildings 
until the dial system came into effect in August, 1958. At the same time, the 
telephone operation was sold to Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company who has operated it ever since. 

In the meantime, Canistota was growing but according to the 1910 
census it was still the smallest town in McCook County. Canistota at this 
time had a population of 408, Salem was the largest with 1097 residents. 
Bridgewater had 934, Spencer, 506 and Montrose had 422 people. A portion 
of Canistota’s population in those days made up a group known as the 
“Never Sweat Club’. The club was made up of older, retired men who 
used to sit on a bench in front of the meat market during the day and 
discuss the goings on in the small bul growing town of Canistota. 


THE ORTMAN CLINIC 


In the late 1920's, activity in the town of Canistota increased 
greatly when thousands of people began to seek treatment at the Ortman 
Clinic, The clinic, at that time located seven miles south of Canistota, was 
run by Amon Ortman, a farmer who had become known all over the 
nation for his work with bones and nerves. When the number of people 
seeking his treatment reached the hundreds and then the thousands, he 
invited his brother Noah to help him in his work, The brothers put up a 
large linic and a hotel on the farm, The railroad station in town saw some 
of its busiest days at that time as the number of people coming to the 
clinic grew. A large bus and several taxis were needed to transport 
patients from the depot to the farm clinic and back again. 

Soon the farm hotel became too small and a number of places 
began to spring up in Canistota to house the patients. The Ortman Hotel 
was built in Canistota in 1929. Sometime later, treatment rooms were 
built into the hotel and the doctors moved their clinic to town. A new clinic 
building was built just west of the hotel in 1937, and in 1948 the Ortmans 
added a new building onto the old one. Dr. A. S. Ortman who founded the 
clinic died in 1956 but the clinic is still continued by the Ortman Family. 

As the use of the railroad declined and the automobile began to 
replace it, the need and advantages of good roads were clearly seen. 


Businessman in Canistota tried to get the proposed highway from Sioux 
Falls to Mitchell to go through Canistota as early as 1916, They did not 
succeed in their efforts, and the road missed them by three and one half 
miles to the south. Later, however, an oiled road was built from Highway 
16 into Canistota and then one from Highway 81. 

The condition of Main Street was improved from a dirt road to a 
graveled street in the early days when a graveling bee was held by 
farmers and businessmen. The street proved hard to keep up both when it 
was graveled and later when it was oiled so in 1952 the street was paved 
with cement, 

PROHIBITION 

The early 1920's, about the time when the Ortman Clinic was just 
being formed, were also the years of prohibition. The Canistota Clipper, 
that time published by J, L, Hammond, contained a few warnings 
about moonshine whiskey and its dangers. One rather interesting 
warning in the April 12, 1923 edition was as follows. ‘Tt is said that a large 
per cent of the ‘moonshine’ bootlegged in the northern states is 
manufactured with the proponal parts of one gallon ul pure alcohol, 16 
ounces of ether and 5 or 6 gallons of water, according to taste, This 
mixture, we are informed, retails at $2.00 per quart, or $8.00 per gallon, 
which yields a nice little profit to the manufacturer, and the stuff is 
warranted to either kill or cure all diseases incidental to humanity, and 
whatever Kicking power is lacking in so much dilution of alcohol is more 
than made up for in the kicking power of the ether. The Clipper does not 
recommend this recipe for making moonshine, but our informant seemed 
to know what he was talking about when he gave us the formula.” 


SPORTS 


Sports were a big thing in early Canistota’s history as they were and 
still are in all towns. Two of the early Canistota baseball teams were called 
the Grey's and the Clippers. The competition among the early teams was 
good and in later years the Corn Belt and the Old State leagues were 
formed. On Saturday November 4th, 1939, a day of celebration was 
declared in order to dedicate the new ball park in Canistota which had 
just been completed and used for the first lime that summer. Free movies 
were shown, games were played all afternoon, free pancakes were served 
and a quilting and grain sample contest were held, In 1946 work was 
started on a lighted ball diamond for Canistota. The diamond was 
completed in June and the first night game was played on June 8, 1947 
between Canistota and Salem. Canistota won the game by a score of 12-0- 

Basketball got its start in the town when the school team 
organized in 1908. The team first struck it big in 1958 when they defeated 
Deadwood, Fairfax and Corona ina come-from-behind thriller to take the 
South Dakota Class B Championship. It was the second time the Hawks 
had been to the tourney, taking eighth place the first time. 

CANISTOTA AMERICAN LEGION AND VFW 


On the 24th of February, 1920, 15 ex-servicemen organized the 
Canistota American Legion Post. They were assigned number 162 by 
department headquarters. The post name, ‘‘Jenarde’’ was derived from 
first letters of the surnames of the men wounded in action in World 
War I. After an initial period of activity, the post went through a period of 


apathy on the part of all but afew members until the end of World War II. 
Then membership increased rapidly due to returning servicemen. The 
post began to sponsor junior baseball and an independent basketball 
team. A new building was purchased in 1948 and moved to Canistota from 
Sioux Falls. It was opened on Sport Day, 1948. 

The American Legion Auxiliary was organized on February 27, 
1923. It had eleven charter members and its first president was Mrs. B.G. 
Williams. The meetings were held in Pink Hall. The American Legion and 
Auxiliary are still active in Canistota. One of the Legion’s activities is the 
sponsoring of a Little League baseball team each summer. 

At. a meeting held on August 28, 1946, the local post of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars was installed in Canistota. Members of the post 
named it the Robert Davidson Post, No. 7220 in honor of the first man 
from the Canistota community who gave his life in World War II. 

CANISTOTA’S MAIN STREET 


Canistota’s Main Street has changed much since its early days, 
Although some of the early buildings still stand today, many of them have 
been torn down and replaced or have different businesses occupying 
them. For example, in the early 1900's, the main block of the south side of 
Main Street had a well drilling shop, a barber shop, the Commercial 
House (Canistota’s first hotel built by E. P. Amy), a harness shop, 
McKinnen Drug Store, a pool hall, a second barber shop, the Our Home 
general store, and Dudley's general store. There were also two buildings 
across the street east from the well drilling shop. These are now the 
Canistota Clipper and a vacant lot. Today on this block are the Ortman 
Hotel and Clinic, a vacant lot, the former Coke and Chip building and 
Connrlly's Superette. Across the street from Connolly's is the bank. 

On the north side of the street were the Farmers State Bank, the 


The south side of early Main Street, Canistota; a well drilling shop, barber 
shop, the Commercial House,a harness shop,McKinnen Drug Store. a pool hall, 
barber shop, dance floor, Our Home Store and Dudley's General Store. 


The southwest end of Main Street showing Dudley's, the Our Home Store. the 
Dance floor and the barber shop. 
post office, Giegling Meat Market, Muehl and Buscher Hardware and 
Implement Store, Engelcke’s Saloon, a storehouse, Voshart and Graff 
general store (the first store, built in Canistota by the Fetzner brothers), 
Scott and Uecker Hardware and Implements, the City Hotel, a millinery 


An early picture of the north side of Main Street; Spoodle’s Saloon, the 
Citizens State Bank. a Millinery shop, the City Hotel, Scott and Uecker Buggies 
and Implements, Scott and Uecker Hardware, Voshart and Graff General 
Store, a storehouse, Engelcke's Saloon, Mueh! and Buscher Hardware and 
Implement, Giegling Meat Market and the Post Office (not picture on the end). 


shop, the Citizens State Bank and Spoodle’s Saloon. Now the same street 
contains Ron’s Shoe Shop, the Red Door, the City Meat Market, the Artist 
Museum. the Post Office, a bar and lounge, the Canistota Auto Company, 
the Hen House and Del's Kitchen Cafe. 


THE PINK HALL 


~~ 


An early basketball game betwen the Canistota and Bridgewater girls played 
outside the Pink Hall. 


The Pink Hall, a meeting place for many organizations as wellas 
Canistota’s only dance hall for many years was one of the town’s historic 
buildings. The Odd Fellows and the Masonic Lodge built the hall jointly 
with the lumber from the old John Hollander Hotel. The hall was, except 
for the chief carpenter who was in charge, built completely by volunteer 
labor. In the late summer of 1900, the hall which was owned by the 
A.O.U.W. and the Masons, was ready for use. The Order of the Eastern 
Star and the Rebekahs also met in the building. When the Masons joined 
the Salem lodge, the Odd Fellows and the Rebekahs bought the former 
Presbyterian church for their meetings. The Pink Hall was put up for 
auction in June of 1972. It was torn down a short time later, When the 
Canistota school burned down, the Hall was also used for class rooms 
until another could be built. 

JOHN UECKER—PROMINENT CANISTOTA MUSICIAN 


In 1960 after 50 years of playing dance music in the area, John 
Uecker retired as a professional musician. Mr. Uecker started playing 
professionally for dances at the age of 18. The pay at that time was about 
$.75 a night. Mr. Uecker played with several bands through the years but 
the one that held together probably the longest was made up of Uecker, his 
wife Agnes and Otto Snow. 

The beginning of the Uecker family orchestra was in 1951 when 
John and his two sons began playing for dances. Near the end of his 
career he estimated that they had played for around 5,000 dances and was 
getting $85.00 to $125.00 per dance compared to the §.75 of earlier days. He 
and his band had played for dances in Sioux Falls, Huron, Yankton, and 
on occasion in Minnesota and Nebraska. 

During his school days, Mr. Uecker had been one of the members 
of the first school orchestra. It was composed of John Uecker on the 
clarinet, Mabel More on the piano and Cody Frice playing the violin. He 
also composed the first school song and later on directed the school bands 
for 22 years. 

NEW BUILDINGS AND BUSINESSES 

Many new businesses and buildings have gone up in Canistota in 
the last 15 to 20 years. In 1959 plans for a new medical building were 
approved by the Lions Club. The building was completed in August, 1959 
and turned over to the city for medical purposes. 

Plans were made in 1962 to construct a community home for the 
aged. A Good Samaritan Home spokesman gave the go ahead and in 
January of 1963, after the community had raised $140,000.00 for the 
project, construction was begun. The home was completed in October, 
1963. In 1972 the community began its Meals on Wheels program, The meals 
are prepared at the Good Samaritan Home kitchen and delivered to the 
homes of the elderly and shut-ins, 

Other businesses opening in the 1960's and ‘70's were a 
laundromat in 1960, the Hen House owned by Mrs. Jean Parry and a 
laundromat owned by Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Anderson in 1968 and sold to 
Kenneth McDade in 1976, a Standard Station opened by Larry Ondrozeck and 
Harold Holida in 1970, and in 1972, the Dakota Industries Plant. 

In 1972, much to the happiness of the youth of the area, the 
Canistota swimming pool was opened. Conditional approval for a grant to 


help build a $92,400.00 swimming pool in Canistota had been given in 1970. : 
In order to receive the government grant the Canistota community had to 
match the amount given. This was done and a $46,000.00 grant was awarded in 
February, 1971. Construction began in July, 1971 and the pool was completed 
in June, 1972. 

Canistota got a new water treatment plant in 1969, Construction 
had begun in late 1968 on a 33 feet diameter circular building. It houses 
softening, filtering and iron removal equipment and also has a 
flouridation room. The building is just west of the Artist Theatre. 


Unityille. . . . 


established by John F. Stark and formerly 


named Stark, but changed to Unityille by 
the Post Office Dept. 


The town of Stark was established in October, 1907, by John F. 
Stark who had come to the area from Plymouth, Wisconsin in 1883. Mr. 
Stark and his brother homesteaded one mile north of Unityville. John 
Stark later acquired more land by putting in a forty acre tree claim and 
then by buying a quarter section in 1887 which later became the site of the 
town of Stark. Other early settlers in the area were Anders Ericsson, Erik 
Olson, Gustaf Larson, Charlie Johannson, John Osterberg, Anders Olson 
and Lou Froligh. Fred, Henry and Lena Stark, children of John, were the 
first white children born in Sun Prairie Township. 

The community of Stark was begun because the farmers in the 
area wanted a grain elevator. In order to accomplish this aim, Mr. Stark 
went to Chicago and made provisions with the railroad to build a side 
track off their line through the community so that an elevator could be 
built. This was done and the community came to be called the Stark 
Siding, later just Stark. Shortly after the side track was built, Mr. Stark 
got Hoese and Lueth of Spencer to build an elevator in the new town. 

The town of Stark applied for a post office and was granted one in 
1908. The Post Office Department, however, changed the name of the 
community to Unityville because there was already a town called Stark 
in North Dakota and it was thought that the two might be easily confused. 
Unityville’s first postmaster was Gus Blassl. He did not stay in the town 
very long and was succeeded by J. A. Erickson, Henry Stark and Laura 
Erickson who was the last postmaster. The post office closed in the late 
1950's. The town of Unityville was at its height between the years 1916 and 
1924 when there were 30 box holders in the local post office. 

The tewnsite of Unityville was surveyed in 1910 and the plat filed in 
the McCook County Register of Deeds office by J. P. Streff of Salem. In 
the same year, John Stark built two stores in the town. They were used as 


a grocery store and a hardware store. The grocery store was operated by 
Gus Blassl and Axel Moberg, Blassl later sold out to Erie Lindell and the 
name was changed to Lindell and Moberg. In 1913 the store was sold to 
Nielson Mercantile Company which consisted of two brothers. They were 
in Unityville for one or two years and then sold out to Lee Duke. The store 
next came into the hands of Harry Eilers from Salem and then to Bill 
Balmer, the Salem Depot Agent. Two other owners of the store were Mel 
Griffin and F. A. Benson. Harold Erickson was the last owner of the store 
before it closed in 1925. The hardware store was owned by J. A. Erickson 
and H.A. Stark. It was closed in 1966. Both buildings are still standing. 

As was mentioned before, Hoese and Lueth built the first elevator 
in Unityville. They were followed a year later by the Farmers Elevator. 
The first manager of the Farmers Elevator was Conrad Ericsson. The 
structure was hit by lightning in 1923 and burned to the ground. Another 
one was built just after the fire and is now the Hansen Bros. Elevator. 
Other early managers of the elevator were Frank Serles, Henry 
Anderson, Adolf Ericsson and Lou Froligh. Robert Pearson later bought 
the Hoese and Lueth Elevator and sometime after the sale it was 
destroyed by a windstorm. It was never rebuilt. 

Unityville also had a bank in its earlier days. It was called the 
Farmers State Bank and was located on the south side of Main Street. 
Walter Apple was the bank’s cashier. The bank closed in the late 1920’s, 
an event which greatly hurt the rest of the businesses in the town. 
Apparently two carloads of cattle had been shipped into the community 


he Farmers State Bank building of Unityville taken sometime between 1910 
and 1925. 


and the bank loaned money to farmers so that they could buy them, 
thinking that the cattle could be sold at a profit in thirty days. They were 
southern Texas variety not used to the climate in South Dakota. Most of 
them died and the farmers were not able to repay their loans. This, along 
with the financia! recession that was just hitting at the time, caused the 
bank to collapse. 

Other early businesses in Unityville were a blacksmith shop, the 
Tuthill Lurmber Company, a lunch counter, a barber shop and a cream 
station. Mel Griggin was the first manager of the Tuthill Lumber 
Company. It was a very active business in the earlier days of the town but 
as Unityville began to slow down it did also. The building was torn down 
sometime around 1930. 


A view of Main Street, Unityville sometime around 1930. The first building 
was a restaurant which was later made into a grocery store. Next was a 
hardware store and post office and a general store which was later made intoa 
grocery. The third building was the first restaurant in the town and was later a 
barber shop. The last tall building was the office to the lumber yard which was 
located in the vacant space next to it. The last building was a cement house 
from which cement was sold. 

The first blacksmith in Unityville was George Wilcox. His first 
shop was north of Main Street but was later moved to Main Street. George 
Nelson was the second blacksmith and was followed by William Mulhair 
whose wife operated a lunch shop in Unityville and George Sandberg had 
the old Center school building moved to Unityville and converted into a 
blacksmith shop in 1933. 

The first barber in Unityville was a Mr. Marquette. He was 
followed by A. C, McConnell and then G. G. Larson who was the last 
barber in Unityville. The cream station was run by Anna Koistra and 
later Clara Grace. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Koepsell later had arestaurant in 


the town and J. A. Erickson opened a welding and repair shop, The 
welding and repair shop closed in 1968. It was the last business in 
Unity ville except for the grain elevator which is still in operation. 

The German Baptist Church was the only church ever located in 
Unityville, The congregation got started in the early 1880's when people 
began settling in the area. When the town of Unityville was started, the 
building was moved into the west part of Unityville from about two miles 
out. It burned down sometime in the 1920's. Another church building was 
constructed just after the fire but as the older members of the church 
passed away, the congregation was not enough to keep the church going 
and the building was moved to Plankinton, Members of the church 
joined other churches in the area. 

Early Lutheran settlers in the area formed what is now the 
Immanuel! Lutheran Church near Canova. It was organized in 1884 by 
German settlers from Wisconsin. The present church was built in 1914. It 
is just one mile south of the McCook County line. 

Two other churches in the northern part of the county are the Sun 
Prairie Baptist and the Mission Covenant Church. Seven Swedish 
Baptists organized the Sun Prairie Baptist Church on June 17, 1883. 
Services were held first in the homes of members and then in a school 
house. The first church building was dedicated on June 3rd, 1900, A new 
church and parsonage were built at the end of World War I. 

The Mission Covenant Church is located six miles north of Salem. 
Swedish settlers organized the church in 1885 and services were held in 
the homes of members until a church was moved out from Salem, The 
building was destroyed by a tornado and a new one was built in 1933. 

The first Unityville school was a country school located just west 
of the town. It burned down in 1922 and in the same year another building 
was put up on the same location. The structure is now used for a township 
hall. The Unityville School District dissolved in June of 1967. 


A view of the north side of Unityville Main Street as it looked in 1965. 


Ramsey. . . . 


4 community started by a handful of 
families located 11 miles north of 
Montrose on the Valley Road. 


The community of Ramsey, 11 miles north of Montrose on the 
Valley Road, got its start in the late 1890's and early 1900's. It consisted of 
a handful of families who lived in the community, the Ramsey Store. a 
small hotel, the Woodman Lodge Hall, a blacksmith shop and a 
creamery. Two of the families, the John Wicklunds and the Olaf 
Jacobsons, had filed claims on their land near Ramsey in 1882. They were 
the earliest settlers of the Ramsey community and before anyone else 
came the two men used to walk to Sioux Falls to work in the stone quarry 
there. When they were coming back they would carry with them sacks of 
groceries and flour. It is said that Mr. Jacobson once even carried a 
rocking chair from Sioux Falls to Ramsey. 

Another early farm was the Butler farm, now the Lloyd Grayson 
residence, It consisted of a stone basement barn, a granary, small stone 
milkhouse and a small frame house. The Ramsey Store had its start here 
as a stone basement built into the side of a hill with living quarters 
overhead. The first post office was located in this store, and Mr. Butler 
was the first storekeeper. He was later followed by Frank Fitzgerald who 
was postmaster in the new store and post office built around 1900 across 
from the Ed Sharon farm. Later owners of the store were a Mr. Lyons, 
Mr, Bratager and Mr. Norman Crouch who was the last owner. 

The rest of the Ramsey families moved to the community 


The Ramsey store as it looked in 1910. 


sometime later, the Ostrom Andersons coming in 1898 and the Ole 
Bratmoes coming from east of Orland in 1902, Other families settling in 
the area were the Gerhard Rustes and George Jorgensons, the latter of 
which came in 1903 and settled on the Ed Sharon place. There was little 
moving around from place to place in the community as the members all 
owned their farms. According to Mrs. Ben Howe (formerly Mayme Anderson) 
it was because of this that the community was such a close knit one, 

The Ramsey Hotel was run by Ed Landers and known as the 
Landers House. It was a small hotel consisting of two floors with two 
rooms on each floor. Other buildings in the community were the blacksmith 
shop run by Mr. Forst, the creamery and the Woodman Hall. The Woodman 
Hall had been established in the early days and used for political 
meetings. It also served as a place for weddings, funerals, Christmas 
programs and plays put on by local talent. 


The old Ramsey Woodman Hall, later moved to Center and made into the 
Center store. The picture shows a Red Cross auction during World War I. 


The creamery was built about the time that the new store was built. It 
was built on the south side of the road and run first by Mr. Ed Sharon and then 
by a Mr. Swanson. 

The first Ramsey school was built directly across the valley from 
the Olaf Jacobson home. It burned down in 1900 and a second building was 
put up about % mile to the north. In those days the mail came into the post 
office by stage on its route from Salem to Madison. The school children 
used this event as an excuse for getting out of classes for a while during 
the day as their parents expected them to get the family’s mail off the 
stage. If they were gone too long, a favorite excuse was that the stage was 
late. Mr. Sven Nilson was the driver of the stage. The Ramsey Post Office 
closed down when Rural Free Delivery was established out of Montrose. 

A new school house was built in 1929 when the Dowd 
Bros. built the Valley Road. The school closed in 1954 and students started 
attending the Montrose school. 

The Ramsey Baptist Church was organized on February 21, 1913 


at the home of A, M. Anderson. Fifteen members of the Sun Prairie 
Baptist Church were its charter members. The church building was 
constructed in 1919 and 1920 at a cost of $4,500. It was dedicated on July 14, 
1920. The church was remodeled in 1954, and is still running strong today. 

The river valley and area around Ramsey was a beautiful place 
to live in the days of the Ramsey community. One gulch, known then as 
Ramsey Gulch and earlier as Gibb’s Gulch and Jackson Gulch, became a 
rather famous spot for picnics of every sort. The gulch was made 
especially scenic by an abundance of apple and cherry trees and wild 
grapes. The Vermillion River running through the community was also a 
popular spot, expecially for fishing which was extremely good in those 
days, The river was much fuller at that time than it is now and used to 
flood almost every spring. Mrs. Howe tells of one unfortunate incident 
when the bridge near their place on the Valley Road was washed out by 
the rising water. A salesman who took orders from the Ramsey Store 
came to the spot with a team of horses and buggy from the Jackson 
Livery in Salem, and thinking that is was one of the many fords that 
crossed the river along the same road into Ramsey, took his team into the 
Water. Both horses panicked and drowned but the man swam through the 
icy water to the other side of the river and went on to the Wicklund place 
where he got some dry clothes. Mrs. Howe told of watching the whole 
incident from a hillside while her mother and brother went down to see if 
they could help, and of thinking that the screams of the horses as they 
drowned were the cries of people, 

There was at one time talk of a railroad that was to go through 
Ramsey on its way from Salem to Madison. Shares for the proposed 
railroad were sold but it never materialized. 

The first building moved out of Ramsey was the creamery 
building which was moved two miles south of Ramsey in 1910 and made 
into a home by Jack Dunn. The store was moved in 1925 to a farm 
northwest of Montrose. It was made into a home by Mr. Norman Crouch, 
the last operator of the store. In 1930, Mr. and Mrs. Ben Howe, who had 
moved from Ramsey to Center in 1923, bought the Woodman Lodge and 
moved it to Center. They ran the Center Store in it for eight years and 
then rented it out asa store for 20 more years. Mr. Jim Dykes purchased 
the building in the late 1960’s and later sold it again to Mr. Robert Nelson 
who made it into a home, 

Of the farm places arolind Ramsey, the Jacobson place is now 
owned by Larry Ruste, son of Gerhard whose widow still lives on the 
original Ruste farm. The Wicklund place has burned and no one is living 
on the Anderson farm which is rented out. Woody Nordstrom now 
occupies the Bratmoe place and the grandchildren of the Jorgenson 
family still occupy their place. There is not much left of the settlement of 
Ramsey except what is in the minds of those who lived there in its early 
days. 


Bridgewater. . . « 
originally Nation City but renamed 


by railroad workers who carried 
their water across @ bridge. 


The town of Bridgewater was first called Nation City after (he first 
settlers and townsite owners, Robert and John B. Nation. The south side 
of the present railroad tracks was the site of the town of Nation, The post 
office was established as the Nation Post Office of Dakota Territory on 
January 5, 1880 with Orlan K, Bullard as the town’s first postmaster. 
Nation remained the name of the town until November 29th, 1880 when the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad came through. The town was 
then moved to the north side of the tracks and renamed Bridgewater by the 
railroad workers who had to carry their drinking water across a bridge 
near the town. 

The first store owners in ‘he new town of Bridgewater were J. T. 
McKee and the Bullard Brothers. The first post office in Bridgewater 
consisted of two cigar boxes placed on one end of the counter at Bullard’s 
store; one for incoming and the other for out-going mail. From 1885 to 
around 1900 the post office was located in the Eberly store, now Mrs. 
Ewert’s residence. It was later moved to the McKee building which was 
torn down in 1915 and replaced by the Ellwein Bros. brick building, now 
the Bridgewater Clover Farm owned by Mr. Gene Behnke. While the new 
building was being constructed, the post office was housed in a portion of 
a pioneer building put up in 1880. It remained in the Ellwein building until 
1951 when it was moved into what is now the Graber Plumbing and 
Heating building. In February of 1967 Senator George McGovern 
anounced that the U.S. Post Office had approved authorization for a new 
post office building in Bridgewater. It was built on the west side of Main 
Street just south of the corner where the Frosty Inn Pop Stop was located. 
The new post office was completed and dedicated in September, 1968. 

In 1904 the U. S. Postal Department approved a rural mail route for 
Bridgewater. Chas. Volkenaar, the first rural mail carrier, began 
making the 30% mile trip around Bridgewater in July, 1904. The team of 
horses that pulled his mail wagon soon learned the exact place to make 
each stop. It is said that they also developed the habit of taking certain 
miles at a slow pace and others at a fast pace, a habit which Volkenaar 
was never able to change. He retired on July 30, 1920, 

In 1950 the Bridgewater Post Office advanced from a third class toa 
second class establishment based on the amount of mail going through It. 

The first Bridgewater railroad depot was built in 1880 when the 
Chicago, Milwaukee and St Pau! Railroad went through. The building 
burned in 1923 after which a passenger coach and freight car served until 
a new depot could be built. This turned out to be almost four years as the 


new one was not completed until January, 1927. Action on a new depot had 
been urged by the people of Bridgewater at a meeting in August, 1926. A 
conflict developed, however, when the railroad company asked the Slagle 
Lum ber Company to move some of its coal sheds which were on the site of 
the proposed depot. The lumber company was very reluctant about it but 
finally consented and in September, 1926 it was confirmed that a new 
depot would be built. The new structure, ‘‘modern in every respect”’, cost 
around $6,000.00 to build. 


| —————— 


The first Bridgewater Depot built when the railroad first went though the 
town. It was destroyed in a fire in 1923. The man standing on the platform is 
Harry Peterson, the depot agent. The three dray lines beside the depot are 
Lanners, Smith, and Miller. The men on the handcar nearest the depot are Paul 
Weiland, foreman, Ted Weiland and Hans Weeks who cared for the yard at 
Bridgewater and the track from Bridgewater to Dolton. The men on the other 
handcar are Harry Halverson, foreman, Jens Anderson and Ken Gunderson 
who cared for the Emery yards and the track between Bridgewater and Emery. 


This is an account of Bridgewater as it looked in 1881 by Lynus A. 
Kibbe whose father, E. C. Kibbe, established The Dakota Cricket, the 
first newspaper in Bridgewater and the second one in the county. 

“Bridgewater was a very small town at that time, and many of the 
houses were new and only partly completed. Very few were painted, and 
there were no sidewalks in the town when we arrived, although 
platforms were built in front of some of the stores or business buildings. 
Most of the residences were small and many seemed to be of asomewhat 
temporary nature. The preceding winter (1880-1881) had been extremely 
severe, and many families had suffered from the cold and from inability 
to get supplies of food, clothing, fuel, and building materials. 

Among the business houses was a small hotel, owned and operated by 
a Mr. Shuck. “‘Cap" Bollinger and a Mr. Bullard ran general mercantile 
stores and later another was owned and operated by Beebe & Son. C.P. 
Hanson ran a small variety store. Mr. Wettergreen was the druggist with 
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The second depot built in Bridgewater after the first was destroyed by fire. 


a very good stock of drugs, medicines, stationery, etc. There was a good 
hardware store run by a Mr. Heckenliable who also carried some farm 
supplies such as plows, wagons, harrows, buggies, etc. Dr. Smith was the 
town physician. There was also a blacksmith shop, a barber shop and a 
shoe shop, also a butcher shop and the ‘Dakota Cricket’, a newspaper 
which was established early in the spring of 1881 by E. C. Kibbe. The 
depot was smal! and the post office was housed in one of the stores. There 
was a cyclone cellar near or under most of the houses, but owing to the 
melting snow and spring rains many of them were partly filled with 
water. 

The town seemed too small for a newspaper, but it real'y was a 
relatively good location for a paper, as the paper was well filled with land 
notices, and cash always had to be payed for them. The newspaper’s 
income was much higher than in many larger towns where there was more 
competition and less land notices to be published. Most of the mechanical 
work on the paper and in the job department was done by transient 
printers or ‘‘tramp printers’’ as they were commonly called. Most of 
them came from eastern cities and many of them were excellent 
workmen. They usually did excellent work until they drew their pay and 
then many of them squandered their money in the local saloon and moved 
on to the next newspaper town. They usually travelled from town to town 
by ‘‘riding the bumpers” under the freight cars. A printer of this type 
worked in the Cricket office for awhile, and he was so capable and well 
liked that Editor Kibbe persuaded him to save his money and stay away 
from the saloon until he had gained the respect of many of the people of 
the town, and worked on the paper for about six months. About a year 
after he left Bridgewater he appeared one day at the Avalanche office in 
Montrose and applied for work. He worked on the Avalanche for about six 
months, and then decided to quit his wandering and went back to his eastern 
home. 

The Cricket championed the cause of the early settlers and business 


men of Bridgewater and vicinity and prospered, but Mr. Kibbe was 
offered special inducements to go to Montrose, where the land notice 
business seemed especially promising, and where the few business men 
were anxious to be represented by a newspaper.” 


BRIDGEWATER’S SCHOOLS 

The first school in Bridgewater was built in the spring of 1880. It was 
located directly south of the railroad on the road leading south to the 
intersection of highway 42. The school’s first teacher was a man by the 
name of Bruce Jamison. He received $40.00 a month for his labors at the 
school. The first building was about 20 by 40 feet and was dark colored 
because of lack of paint. It had 15 double desks and a potbellied stove in 
the center for warmth. 

The Bridgewater Independent Schoo! District was formed in 1883. In 
that same year it was decided that the school had outgrown its building 
and a new one was needed. Land was purchased from John and Robert 
Nation for $100.00 and the new building was erected north of the railroad 
tracks along with the rest of the town. The new school was a two story 
wooden structure with one room on each floor. The old structure was 
moved to Bridgewater Township and used as a country schoolhouse for 
many years. 

In 1896 a two year high school was added to the school system. In that 
same year the new building was becoming crowded and as there was a 
large demand to start the junior and senior years of high school, plans 
were made to put up a second building. Land was purchased from Mrs, J. 
E. Loomis and N. C. Horner and another two story school building was 
put up in 1897. When the building was completed, the last two years of 
high school were added. The building was 24 by 24 feet and had two rooms 
on each floor. 

In 1906 a controversial movement was started to erect the present 
school building. A $15,000.00 bond issue was passed and the building was 
constructed in 1908 and 1909. 

The primary building was sold to G. A. Clauser who remodeled it into 
a residence and the other building was sold to Mr. Henry Leitheiser in 
1923 and made into a granary. Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Schrag now have their 
residence in one of the old frame school buildings. An article in a 1923 
Bridgewater Tribune said that the building which was erected in 1883 ata 
cost of $2,000.00 was one of the finest school houses on the railroad west of 
Canton. At the time of its construction, however, many Bridgewater 
residents were skeptical that the building would ever be completely used 


for school purposes. 


Basketball was instituted as a must in the early days of the school’s 
history. The first gymnasium was the upper story of the Opera House 
which was owned by G. W. “Kit’’ Laing. The building which is now 
Duerkson’s Produce building, provided a place for many activities 
besides plays and basketball. It was used for dances, socials, public 
meetings, weddings, graduation and other school activities, Red Cross 
rallies and family gatherings. Admission to the basketball games held 
there was usually $.10 or $.25. There was almost always a full house as 
businesses would close early on Fridays so that everyone could attend the 
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The present Bridgewater High School building constructed in 1906. 


games. Rental at $15.00 a game proved to be too expensive, however, 
and on May 1, 1928 a $15,000.00 bond issue was passed to build a new 
auditorium-gymnasium building. Years later, in 1961, the Bridgewater 
Wildcat basketball team defeated Pine Ridge, Columbia and Wagner to 
take the South Dakota Class B basketball championship. This was the 
first time that the team had accomplished such a feat. The following year 
Bridgewater returned to the state tourney and placed fourth. 

At the January, 1956 meeting of the Board of Education, plans for a 
new grade school addition to the school were accepted and arrangements 
made to vote on a $115,000.00 bond issue. The first issue failed by only 17 
votes but a second election calling for a $110,000.00 bond issue passed by a 
13 vote margin. In April, 1956, after the bond election had passed, a 
restraining order to halt the building of the school was filed by some 
angry Bridgewater citizens. When the circuit court ruled in favor of the 
school district, the case was appealed to the State Supreme Court in 
August of 1956. In March 1957 the Supreme Court upheld the decision of 
the lower court. Construction began on the new grade building and a new 
agriculture building in October, 1958. They were completed in May, 1999. 

Bridgewater became part of the new Tri-County School District when 
it was formed in 1968 after residents of Emery, Bridgewater, and 22 
common school districts voted 79.2 percent in favor of creating a new 
district. 

BRIDGEWATER’S MEDICAL DOCTORS 


One of the first families to locate in the settlement of Nation, and also 
the area's first medical doctor was Dr. D. Anson Smith. Dr. Smith moved 
to Nation from Cameron in 1879 and made his home and office in a small 
building on the south side of the railroad tracks. When the town moved 
across the tracks the following year, Dr. Smith moved with it and into 


another building. Other early day doctors were Carr Nolan, E. S. Aker, 
Dr. Menser, Dr. Dedolph and A. B. Hawes. Dr. Clauser came to 
Bridgewater in the early 1900’s. He incidently, was the first person in 
Bridgewater to own a car. M, A. Welbes came in the later 1920's and went 
into partnership with Dr. Clauser. They had their office in the old 
Farmers National Bank building. Dr. Welbes in 1936 purchased the same 
building for his practice that Dr. D. A. Smith had used when he was 
practicing in Bridgewater. Between Dr. Smith’s and Dr. Welbes'’ 
practices, the building was used as a veterinary office, a millinery shop 
and a cream station. The building was still perfectly sound in 1945 when 
Dr. Welbes moved out of it and into the old bank building. It is said that he 
moved because the strong odors of onion and garlic drifting up into his 
office from a lunch room downstairs would irritate his patients greatly. 

In January of 1957 Dr. Irvin Kaufman and Dr. Jose Villa from 
Freeman opened up a clinic in Bridgewater. The building was the office 
of the late Dr. M. A, Welbes which was remodeled and used until a new 
clinic building was constructed in late 1958. The present doctors are Drs. 
Kaufman, Epp, and Villa from Freeman and Dr. Waltner who resides in 
Bridgewater. 

NEWSPAPERS 


The first newspaper established at Bridgewater was published by 
Adin F. Terrill in 1880. It was also said to have been the first paper in 
McCook County but this is a mistake as that honor goes to the Cameron 
Pioneer, The Bridgewater paper was known as the Times and was 
published for approximately ten years after which it was combined with 
the Bridgewater Brieflet to become the Bridgewater Tribune. The 
Bridgewater Brieflet had been established in the late 1880's by a man 
from Alexandria named William Wallace Moyes. Two other papers which 
were published in early Bridgewater were the Dakota Cricket and the 
Bridgewater Democrat. The Dakota Cricket was published by a Mr. E. C. 
Kibbe from the spring of 1881 to June 1882, The Bridgewater Democrat 
was probably purchased by either the Times or the Brieflet before they 
merged. 

William Moyes became the sole owner of the Tribune in the 1890's. He 
published it until his death in 1931. During its early days the paper had 
gone through a period of financial instability but with the help of good 
patronage, Moyes brought the paper into better days. After Mr. Moyes’ 
death in 1931, several printers published the paper, most for only brief 
periods of time. Among them were the Lloyd family, the Harry Godells, 
Zula Numbers, John H. Schlueter, the John Conways, Mrs. Conway's 
father, Rev. Overheu, and Roy H. McKown. There were a couple of times 
when no publisher could be found for the paper. When this happened, 
John Schlueter from the Canistota Clipper office published it until one 
could be found. 

In the years before the Tribune was established, there was a time 
when Bridgewater had three newspapers being published at one time. 
The Democrat was published by Tom Ryan, the local postmaster, in the 
old Bridgewater Produce building. Moyes had the Bridgewater Brieflet in 
the building which later housed Gossman’s Cafe and Jack's Cafe. It was 
in the middle of the southwest block of Main Street and is now a vacant lot 
owned by Melyin Meyers. The third paper was the Times, put out by 


George E. Lance in the old Tribune building. 

In January, 1950, the Tribune was sold by John Schlueter to Mr. 
Roy McKown of Miller, South Dakota. It next came into the hands of Mr. 
Bruce Farus who published it for five and one half years. In May, 1965, 
Farus sold the paper to Mr. and Mrs. Jack Krier of Albion, Nebraska. 
They operated it until September, 1968 when Danny Schwans took it over, 
Two years later, in September, 1970, Schwans moved the Tribune from its 
home of seventy years across the street into the former hatchery 
buildings. It had been located in a building on northwest Main Street. 
which js now used by Sol Tschetter as a garage for his trucks. 

C. P. Hanson once had a school supply store at the present Tribune 
office. The Senior Citizens Center, which was one of the Tribune buildings 
when Mr. Sechwans moved from the old one, was in early days a photo 
gallery operated by a Mr. S. Trad. 


CHURCHES 

One of the first signs of religious training in the area dates back to 
1879 when Joshua Watson organized a Sunday School in Bridgewater and 
ears an occasional sermon in a home or at the school house. Watson 
ived in the Riverside community just south of Cameron. He was 17 years 
old when he began preaching and the first sermon in Salem was given by 
him, He also set up the first Sunday Schools in Salem and Montrose. 

ST. STEPHEN’S CATHOLIC 

St. Stephen's parish was organized in the late 1870's by German and 
Irish settlers who had moved from Wisconsin and northeast: lowa. 
Missionary priests held services in homes until a frame church building 
could be put up in 1881. In late 1882 Father John Lerche was appointed to 
the church’s first pastorate. The St. Stephen's Catholic school system was 
started by two lay teachers in an old church building which had been 
purchased in 1902. The next year the Presentation Sisters from Aberdeen 
took charge of the school, A fund to build a new school was started in 1916 
and in 1922 the new building was completed. St. Stephen’s Grade School 
was Closed after the graduation exercises in 1968. The school building was 
sold to Tri-County Schools and is used for 5th through 8th grades. A new 
church was built and dedicated in 1972 and the old one was torn down in 
January of 1975. Dr. Epp of Freeman has just erected 4-plex apartment 
houses on the site of the old St. Stephen’s church. The two one-story 
buildings with a total of eight two-bedroom apartments are called St. 
Stephen's Apartments. 

METHODIST CHURCH 

The Methodist Church was organized by Rev. William Thomas on 
January 12, 1882. A building costing $2500.00 was erected and dedicated in 
October, 1883, In 1920 the church disbanded and its members joined other 
churches in and around Bridgewater. The church building still stands two 
blocks east of Main Street. 

BRIDGEWATER MENNONITE CHURCH 

The Bridgewater Mennonite Church organized somewhere around 
1905. Services were held by Rev, Paul Tschetter in farm homes east of the 
town. Later a small church was built on the William I. Walter farm. Then 
membership declined as people with cars chose to attend larger 
churches.In 1920 the church re-organized in town and bought the old 


Methodist church building to hold their services in. They named 
themselves the Zion Mennonite Church and their first pastor was Rev. M. 
J. Hofer. A new church building was put up in 1972 and 1973 at the north end of 
Main Street. The old one was purchased by Bill Rinehart and is 
scheduled to be torn down, 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Lutheran Church at Bridgewater was organized in 1893 by Rev- 
J, Doescher who at that time was also heading a church at Menno. A 
building for the new congregation was erected and dedicated in 1895 as 
the Zion Lutheran Church, A new church building was constructed in 1955 
and dedicated on April 8th, 1956. 

TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN 

In 1936 the Trinity Presbyterian Church was organized ‘‘on the 
principle that the Bible is the Word of God and is not to be superseded by 
church boards who deny the authority of the Bible; and dedicated to the belief 
in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God."’ Rev, Jack Zandstra was the first 
pastor of the new church which was organized on October 26, 1936 with 67 
members. A small vacant church was moved from east of town into 
Bridgewater in November, 1936. In 1946, when the building became too small 
for the growing congregation, another vacant church was moved from Menno 
and was dedicated in June, 1947. The church is presently putting up a new 
church building with an educational wing. The old one will be torn down as 
soon as the new one is completed. 

GERMAN BAPTIST 

The German Baptist Church was erected in 1888 on what is now the 
public school grounds. Not much is known of the history of the church but 
for some reason which is unknown, the membership declined and the 
church closed its doors. The land was later purchased in 1914 by the 
school and used as a playground and the church building was moved to 
the Canistota-Monroe area by a group of Baptists and is now known as the 
Spring Valley Baptist Church. 

NEU HUTTERTHALER 

The first rural church in the vicinity of Bridgewater was the Neu 
Hutterthaler Church located southwest of Bridgewater, The church was 
organized in 1885 by Paul Tschetter with a group of five families who had 
left Russia because of religious persecution, The first services were held 
in homes and rural schools until a building was erected, The building was 
later enlarged and dedicated in 1953. It is still in use and has recently 


been added onto again. 
ADVENT CHURCH 

Another early Bridgewater church was the Advent Church which was 
located southwest of the town. In 1894 the rural congregation dwindled 
and the church moved into town. The congregation, however, was still too 
small to keep achurch going and it closed in 1912. 

SALEM KMB 

The Salem KMB Church outside of Bridgewater, had its beginning 
around 1885 with ten persons from five families being baptized in the 
Vermillion River. The congregation mel in homes and in 1894 held 
services in a schoolhouse. The church services lasted all day and 
families took turns providing the noon meal which was served in an 


addition to the building. This practice has since been discontinued. In 1900 
a church building was erected and in 1943 it was enlarged and remodeled 
A new church building was put up in 1965 and dedicated in July of 1966. 
PLEASANT PRAIRIE LUTHERAN 

In 1883 a group of settlers, mostly of Norwegian descent, organized 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church, later called the Pleasant Prairie 
Lutheran Church, The services were held in homes until a church 
building Was erected in 1889, The moving away of many members made 
plans to enlarge the building in 1902 unnecessary. In later years the 
church, which stood three miles east of Bridgewater, was only used for an 
occasional funeral. It was torn down sometime around 1960. 

UNITED BRETHEREN 

Another church which existed for only a short time in Bridgewater 
was the United Bretheren Church. It began in 1890 when a dissention arose 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1891 a small church building was 
put up While the church existed, it held some of the greatest 
revivals ever conducted in the area. According to an article written about 
one of these revivals, ‘Scores of people gathered at the altar and 
accepted Christ’’. The church dissolved somewhere around 1900 and the 
building was sold to the public school in 1902. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 

In 1881 the First Presbyterian Church of Bridgewater was organized 
by Rey, A. K, Baird from Iowa. A building was constructed and dedicated in 
1883 under Rev, C. H. Pushort. On January 1, 1928, the building was 
destroyed by fire and a new brick building was erected that fall. Services 
were held in the Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star rooms while the new 
building Was being completed. 

EARLY BUSINESSES OF BRIDGEWATER 


One of Bridgewater's first buildings was located on the site of Olie’s 
Bakery. Among its owners were John and Robert Nation, Joseph T 
McKee, G. A. Gage, George W. Miller, Henry and William Beebe, A, H. 
Bush and William J, White. The building was sold by Mr. Bush to Mr. 
White in May, 1895 for $619.95, Mr, White later sold it back to Mr. Bush. 
Under White’s ownership the building was a shooting gallery, pool hall 
and contectioners store, It was also a dry cleaning business operated by a 
Mr. Hesslinger for many years and then a cafe operated by various 
owners, Mr, and Mrs. John Rohweder transformed it into a bakery in 
1951. In the fall of 1953 it was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Inhofer and is 
now Olie's Bakery operated by Mr. Merrill Olson. 

One of Bridgewater's first businesses and the first drug store in 
the town was owned and operated by Anton Wettergreen and call d 
Wettergreen Pharmacy. The pharmacy opened for business in 
September, 1881. Mr. Wettergreen had come to the United States from 
Oslo (then Christina) Norway, He purchased his building from Charles 
and Agnes Lamb who had operated a barber shop in it. Mr. Wettergreen 
operated the drug store until his death in 1894. His wife Caroline, one of 
the first registered women pharmacists in South Dakota, took over the 
business after his death. In 1904 her son Victor operated the store along 
with his mother. Mrs. Wettergreen died in 1930 and in 1954 Victor retired 
and sold the pharmacy to his son Harris. The Davies family purchased 


the drug store in 1958 and in 1964 moved across the street to where they 
had recently constructed a new building. 


Another of Bridgewater’s early businesses was a lumber yard owned 
by J. H. Shanard and his son. The yard opened in 1882 and business in the 
new town was extremely good as structures for homes and businesses 
were going up every day. In 1908 the lumber yard was sold to Tuthill 
Lumber Company of Sioux Falls. The 1926 fire burned down the lumber 
yard and destroyed the records. It was later rebuilt and is now the Great 
Plains Lumber Company managed by Jack Jennings. It is located on the 
south end of Main Street. 

One of the first brick buildings put up in Bridgewater was the home of 
the E & O Store for many years. The building was erected in 1893 by a 
Mr. Starkweather and leased to L. W. Dwight who opened a general store 
in it. In 1902 George A. Guenthner purchased the building and went into 
partnership with his two sons Jacob and Emil. In 1905 Jacob withdrew 
and the name was changed from George A. Guenthner and Sons to the E 
& O Store as Jacob’s brother Otto had taken his place. The store became a 
self service establishment in 1947 after George Guenthner died and Otto 
retired. Eniil retired in 1950 and his son Ernie Guenthner and son-in-law, 
Emil Scharffenberg took over the store. The E & O Store closed in July, 
1966. It was torn down shortly afterwards and a new post office building 
owned by Rich Davies was built in 1967 on the lot. Ernie Guenthner is now 
retired and Emil Scharffenberg operates a gas station at Stanley Corner, 

The building which housed Jack’s Cafe until the late 1960's had been 
an eating place and rooming house for most of its existence. Some of the 
early owners of the building were Lin Loughridge, John D, Cameron, and 
Robert and John Nation. The building was located on the south end of 
Main Street across from Stan's Market. It was once called the 
Commercial House, a rooming house and hotel run by William and Lena 
Westlake. It was considered one of the best hotels in this part of the 
country. The business changed hands many times until it came into the 
possession of Margaret Colvin in 1935. The Colvins operated the business 
until it closed when fire partially destroyed the building in 1967. It was 
torn down in 1971. 

The Bridgewater Produce Company had its orgin in an old pioneer 
building on the west side of the south block of Main Street. In 1883 the 
building was a harness shop owned and operated by Jake Willkom. Their 
daughter was the first girl, possibly the first child born in the town of 
Bridgewater. The building was used for many purposes and from 1931 to 
1943 was a cream buying, egg and poultry business. In 1950 Mr. Stan 
Byington put up a building across the street and moved the business into 
it. The site had been occupied by a saloon in the eary 1890's and the 
Hunter Cafe before the fire of 1926. The building was converted into a 
grocery store and is now operated by Mr. Byington’s son. 

Lot 4 block 18 of Bridgewater was warranty deeded from Robert and 
John Nation to Orlan K. Bullard on November 21, 1881. Bullard operated a 
general merchandise store on the property which was in the Bullard 
family until 1888 when it was sold to Dr. D. A. Smith. From 1892 to 1893 the 
building was again a general store under the ownership of Mr. Fred Reich 
and between the years 1913 and 1919 it was a harness shop run by Robert 
A, Savage. In 1920 Fred Franke bought the building and ran a meat 


market in it until 1925, The Tschetter-Numbers Implement business had 
its home in the building from around 1927 until 1931 when it was made into 
a bakery by Mr. and Mrs. Lottie Bridsey. Later it was converted into the 
Home Theatre. The site is now occupied by Ed’s Bady Shop. 

One of Bridgewater's well known early day businesses was the Gross 
Mercantile Company. Two brothers, George and Paul Gross, operated 
the business in the form of a grocery and dry goods store. The pair split 
up in 1915 with George operating the mercantile and Paul Starting a 
hardware business. Both buildings burned in the 1926 fire. The two 
businesses were the only ones destroyed in the fire that started up again 
in Bridgewater. The mercantile store was moved into the building 
occupied by Mrs, Jenny Walter by George and his wife Mary. Paul moved 
the hardware into what is now Rinehart Hardware. The hardware 
building had originally been a hardware run by Ales and Matt Meyer and 
then a garage. Later on, Walter and Ed Gross, sons of Paul, carried on 
the hardware until 1975. 

One of Bridgewater's first settlers and a successful businessman in 
the early town was Col. C. P. Hanson. He came to the Bridgewater area 
from Wisconsin in 1881 and opened a small store on Main Street, which at 
that time consisted of only three buildings. Mr. Hanson's brothers, John 
and Henry, joined him in the business a short time later but the 
partnership was short lived as one of the brothers moved to Canada and 
the other fell victim to the plague of Black Diptheria which wiped out a 
third of the town in the 1880's. 


The north end of the east side of Main Street. The first building was a 
hardware owned by Bowen & Smith. The second was at one timea variety store 
but was mostly used as a hardware store. The small building was the Hanford 
Cream Station and the large one next to it was the Hofer Furniture Store. 
Guenthner Bros. Grocery and Implement stores occupied the last two 
buildings. 


This picture was taken in the spring of 1916, The three old soldiers in front who 
headed the parade were Thorpe, Packard and Kent. The background buildings 
show the west side of Main Street. From the north the buildings are the Milliner 
Store, Bridgewater Tribune, an implement building used by the Guenthner 
Brothers, the Ist National Bank and Insurance Office, Hofer Drug Store, the K & 
K Store, a barber shop, the meat market, Ellwein Bros. Hardware Store and 
post office for many years. 
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The south half of the east side of Main Street. Starting on the south end these 
buildings were built in the late 1800's. The Dewey Hotel, the City Bakery, movie 
theatre where the fire of 1926 got its start, Leitheiser and Herrieth Saloon, 
Breeding Pow! Hall, Rix Variety Store, Smith Insurance and at one time a 
barber shop, Paul Gross and Henry Voltz Hardware, Glanzer Insurance and 
Geo. Gross General Merchandise. 


Mr. Hanson built a large Opera House in the rear of his store in 1885. 
Many traveling shows and contests were held in this Opera House. In 
1906 the Hanson Auctioneer Company was organized and C. P. Hanson 
was elected its first president. He sold his store to Gross and Dirks when 
both businesses became too much for him to handle. Located on the east 
side of Main Street, his building was one of those destroyed in the fire of 
1926. 

The first blacksmith who operated his business in Bridgewater was S. 
P. Hanson. He had his shop and home where Mr. and Mrs. Emmett Burroughs 
now live. The shop was later moved to the present site of Meyer's Motors. 

Just east of Mr. Hanson’s shop was a livery barn and north of it was 
another blacksmith shop owned by Charles Marsh. A Mr. Pfaff had a third 
shop where Dr. Waltner lives now and a fourth shop was owned by Peter 
Simon just east of what is now the Tribune office. Two later day 
blacksmiths were Charles Ray and Fred Reiser. Earl Waltner now 
operates a blacksmith shop just north of the Tribune office. 


INCORPORATION 


Bridgewater incorporated as a city in 1885. The first officials of the 
town are not known and the earliest record that could be found was of 
those who were elected in 1892. They wereG. A. Gage, J. H. Shanard, and 
J. W. Bullard, trustees; W. A. Morse, clerk; A. G. Gullander, treasurer; 
Jacob Tschetter, justice; A. H. Bush, marshall; and J, H. Bickett, 
assessor. 


The first city ordinance enacted in Bridgewater was passed by the 
council on March 28, 1885. It deemed it illegal for any person to sell 
intoxicating liquors within the limits of the town without a license. The 
applications for a license were to be made to the board of trustees of 
Bridgewater and granted by that board if they thought the applicant was 
a ‘‘proper”’ person. The license was good for a year and cost $500.00. The 
person with a license was expected to keep a quiet and orderly business 
and had to close it at 10:30 p.m. and remain closed until 5 a.m. the next 
morning. If a person violated these rules the license was revoked. The 
giving away of liquors or any other means used to get around the ordinance 
were declared illegal. Selling liquor to a minor was a misdemeanor for 
which punishment was a fine from $5.00 to $50.00. Any person selling 
intoxicating liquors and thereby causing the intoxication of another 
person was held liable to pay the cost of anything needed to take care of 
that person until he was sober again. The ordinance was signed by J. H. 
Shanard, president of the board of trustees, and J. B. McKee, clerk. 

The second ordinance passed made it unlawful for any person owning 
a lot or building in the town to allow any refuse matter or stagnant water 
to remain on his property or on the street or alley adjacant to his 
property. Violators of the ordinance were first warned by the city 
marshall and then fined a sum of not less than $5.00 plus the cost of 
prosecution. The ordinance was passed on May 20, 1885 by the first 
members of the city board of trustees. 

Bridgewater city officials now are F. A. Schroeder, mayor; Kenny 
Schroeder, Carl Goldstine, Dale Heiman, Dean Kirby, Lloyd Brenden aud 
Leo Bartling, councilmen. 


FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION 


The first Fourth of July celebration in Bridgewater was held in 
1881.0n that day the first meal ever served in the Dewey Hotel was served 
with the building not entirely finished, There was horse racing and other 
events on Main Street, The 1934 Bridgewater Tribune, in an article on the day, 
said that the man who won the horse race felt so good about it that he 
poured a glass of lemonade down the horse’s throat, There were very few 
businesses on Main Street at that time but that fact didn’t seem to prevent 
a good number of people from coming out and having a good time. 

Another type of celebration popular before movie houses came into 
being was a Chautauqua. A Chautauqua is a sort of early day 
entertainment put on in the summer under a large tent. The tent would be 
shipped in by train and put up on the school grounds. A week of afternoon 
and nightly entertainment in the form of singers, famous bands and 
orchestras, lectures and plays would then take place, Many such 
entertainment festivals were Feld in Bridgewater during its earlier 
years. Tickets for the whole week were $2.00 for adults and $1.10 for 
children, Kids earned free tickets by helping to put up the tent and by 
working at the concession stands during the event. The final performance 
of the week was always a broadway play. The week of entertainment was 
eagerly anticipated by all members of the town but especially by 
businessmen who looked forward to an increase in business as well as 
entertainment. As better roads, automobiles and the local movie theatre 

came into being, Chatauquas became a legend. The last Chatauqua 
held at Bridgewater ended prematurely as a cyclone hit the town and tore the 
big tent to shreds. 
THE HOTEL DEWEY 

The Sievers Sales and Service building, built in 1950 by Mr. A. G 
Sievers, occupies the site of one of the oldest business places in 
Bridgewater. An abstract showed that in 1879 the property was owned by 
Linn and Lara Loughridge. In 1880 the property came into the hands of 
Robert and John Nation who built the ‘‘Nation House”’ hotel there shortly 
afterwards, The hotel went through several ownerships after the 
Nations’. Just prior to 1905 the hotel’s name was changed from the Nation 
House to the Hotel Dewey. During the depression it was used to the house 
the county poor and in 1935 it was condemned for public use. H, L. Zerbe 
converted the building into a garage and living quarters in 1937 and in 
1941 Mr, AG. Sievers bought the property, He razed the old building and 
put up a new one in 1950. 


BANKS 


There were two banks in early Bridgewater. One was the Farmers 
National Bank which was owned by Alex and Matt Mayer. The two story 
brick building in which it was located is now vacant, but at one time it 
used to make the corner just north of the present post office the most 
active one in town, The second story was used as a doctor's office and 
apartments. Drs, Dedolph, Hawes, Clauser and Welbes had offices there 
al one time. The first floor was a real estate office and the bank. After the 
bank closed during the depression, the first floor was used as a beauty 
shop operated by Mrs. Jean Scharffenberg and a Pop Stop by Mr, and 
Mrs. Robinson, 


The second bank in Bridgewater was the First National Bank. It was 
owned by Mr. E. M. Wipf and then by a Mr, McMahon. It too closed 
during the depression, The building later on was oceupied by Dean's 
Coffee Shop, It is now owned by A. R. Pearson from Mitchell and is used 
for storage. During the time when Bridgewater had no banks, a Mr, Smith 
from the Dolton bank would make the trip to Bridgewater twice weekly 
by train to serve the customers, 

In March of 1943 the Dolton State Bank, which had originated in 
Dolton in 1904, changed its name to the First State Bank and moved to 
Bridgewater, Henry J. Smith was president and I, T, Kehn was cashier, 
In September, 1959, the First State Bank moved from its building into the 
newly remodeled building which used to house Benny's Market. The 
market had recently been purchased by Stan Byington and moved to the 
Bridgewater Produce building. Before this it had also been Ellwein's 
Diamond Inn and Cafe and Tschetter Red Owl. 

TELEPHONE SERVICE 

The telephone service in Bridgewater dated back to about 1907 when 
Kit Laing was given a franchise to operate a telephone system and build 
the first lines. Shortly after the first exchange was started, J, J, Heinrich 
became Laing’s partner. The central office was located in the rear of the 
Hunt Drug Store which is now the Wildcat Inn, In 1920 Laing and Heinrich 
sold the exchange to the Southern Dakota Telephone Company, J, J, 
Bollinger of Bridgewater was the manager and principal owner. In 1924 
the Dakota Central Telephone Company purchased the Bridgewater 
Company. The change to dial service was made in 1940, and two years 
later, the Dakota Central was merged with Northwestern Bell Telephone 
Company. A new telephone office was built in 1961 one half block east of 
the Ellwein Hardware building. 


ELECTRIC SERVICE 

Central station electricity first came to Bridgewater in 1910 from a50 
kilowatt generator owned and operated by the Bridgewater Electric 
Company, The company was owned by Kit Laing and operated by Adam 
Weidenbach. Electric service was from dark to midnight and on Monday 
and Wednesday mornings until noon at a rate of 20 cents per kilowatt 
hour. In 1913 the company added a second generator of the same size and 
in 1915 the service time was extended from 6:00 a.m. to midnight, After 
World War | when it became evident that the plant could not supply the 
growing demand for power without expensive additions, the decision was 
made to secure high line current and purchase the current wholesale from 
a high line in Sioux Falls. In 1926 the Northern State Power Company 
purchased the plant and has operated it ever since that time. The building 


of the original light plant was located along Highway 16 and is now used 
for machine storage. 


BRIDGEWATER AMERICAN LEGION 
On December 22, 1919, a group of returned servicemen from the 
Bridgewater area organized tiie Morrison Post of the American Legion, 
Officers elected were J. H. Shanard, Post Commander: T.S. Mayer, Post 
Adjutant; and Wm, J. Brown, Vice Commander. The post was named the 
Earl G. Morrison Post in honor of the first man to lose his life from 
natural causes in World War I. The name was changed to the 


Morrison-Weber Post on December 17, 1946 in honor of Urban S. Weber 
who died from natural causes in World War I. A building for the 
American Legion was constructed in 1950 and in December, 1955 the 
name Solem was added to the post name in honor of Joseph J. Solem of 
Bridgewater who died during the Korean War. The name is now the 
Morrison-Weber-Solem Post. 


A bowling alley is operated in the basement of the Legion Hall by Mr. 


and Mrs. L. Brenden. It was opened in 1950 by Otto Jorgenson and was 
known as Otto's Lanes, 
Article in a 1919 Tribune; 

“Bridgewater, McCook County, South Dakota won the rare 
distinction among all the cities and towns of the nation of less than 1,000 
population of having the largest number of volunteers in the service 
within three weeks after the United States declared war upon Germany. 
Twenty-one days after the declaration of war, Bridgewater had enlisted 
17 men into the volunteer service placing herself on the patriotic map of 
the United States with a record which was commended by army officials 
and which received wide comment in the magazines published in the east. 

Colliers Weekly of May 12 asserted that the city of Harrison, 
held the record for towns under 1,000 population with 10 men in the 
service. The town of Bridgewater immediately sent in a challenge to this 
statement. Colliers withdrew and acknowledged that the Idaho town was 
beaten.” 

The men were William Bowen, Jurgen Flick, Carl Forsch, John 
Grist, Herman Hoiten, Leslie W. Hanson, Thomas Jennings, Lyle Jones, 
Frank Morrison, Albert Ott, Clarence Rea, Patrick Salmon, Patrick 
Skelly, Emery Smith, George Terrill, and Theodore Weiland. Apparently 
one man went unlisted as this list makes only sixteen. 

THE BRIDGEWATER FIRE 

The temperature was officially up to 106° that day of July 19, 1926 but 
many local people said that it was much higher than this, At about 3:00 in the 
afternoon, smoke was detected coming from the Strand movie house. 
The fire which had started by spontaneous combustion due to intense heat 
in the film section of the theatre was fanned by a brisk south wind and 
soon enveloped one whole block of businesses on Main Street. Burning 
shingles scattered starting more fires, one on a farm a mile away from 
town. Some shingles were found as far as seven miles away. Electric 
wires had to be cut because of the flying shingles, so there was no water 
supply except that which could be found in cisterns. Cases of pop were 
set out on the sidewalk and given away free to thirsty firefighters and 
spectators. Windows of stores across the street were cracked by the 
intense heat, and explosions of oil barrels in the Bross and Voltz 
Hardware intensified the heat. Fire Departments came from Canistota, 
Emery, Salem, Alexandria, Spencer, Marion and Sioux Falls, but they 
could not stop the tire from leveling the whole business block, Many 
firemen were overcome by the intense heat of the sun and the flames. 

Among the buildings destroyed were the Rix Variety Store, and 
the family’s living quarters in the upstairs of the building, the W. T. 
Sraith building (a cream station and shoe store), Gross. and Voltz 
Hardware. Leitherer and Herreth Saloon, Gross Mercantile, Henken 
Pool lall and Lunch Room, the Dewey Cafe and the Marken Bakery. By 


nightfall all that remained on the block was the brick oven belonging to 
the bakery. The fire might have been stopped long before so much 
destruction had occurred except for two events. First the wind shifted 
fanning the flames in the direction of buildings which had been safe up to 
that time and second, the pressure at the power house weakened causing 
a drop in water pressure from the fire hoses. 

Within a few days a large portion of the northeast quarter of the 
block had been rebuilt by the Tuthill Lumber Company. Of the dozen business 
places which were destroyed by the fire, only two reestablished themselves in 
Bridgewater. Paul Gross opened up a hardware store and 
Mary and George Gross opened a mercantile business. For awhile most 
of the lots stood vacant with grass and weeds overgrown in them. Trees 
were planted at one time to make a city park out of the area, but as back 
taxes on the lots built up, the county took them over and sold them to 
interested businessmen. In 1951 the businesses on the block were Hofer 
Implement. which replaced Gross Mercantile, the Legion Hall replacing 
the Rix Store. the Park Cafe erected by Frank Young where Gross 
Hardware was and Bridgewater Produce. There were still empty lots on 
the block, however. These were later filled with Davies Drug Store and 
the Medical Clinic. The loss from the fire was estimated at $120,000.00, 80 per 
cent of which was covered by insurance. 

THE COLONY BAND 

Bridgewater's at one time well known Colony Band was organized 
in 1933 by Oscar B. Gunderson, Bob Cotie and Ted Weiland for the 
purpose of taking part in the American Legion Department Convention at 
Huron. The men participating in the band dressed up like the men ofa 
Mennonite colony right down to the beards and hats and it is said that 
they made their own uniforms. Although some of the members knew how 
to play their instruments, others just grabbed a horn and tooted. Their 
fame was not in the quality of their music but in their comedy. The band 
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The Bridgewater Colony Band taken in August, 1935. 


became an overnight success and the requests for it were more than the 
players could handle. 

The first band was composed of local players only, but later, as the 
demand for the band grew, out-of-town men also played with the group, 
The band played in most of the larger cities in South Dakota as well as 
many of the smaller ones. They also played in many large cities 
out-of-state including Milwaukee and LaCrosse, Wisconsin; Chicago, 
Illinois; Indianapolis, Indiana; Cleveland, Ohio; Washington, D.C.; New 
York City; and Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota. They also played in 
Sioux City, Dubuque, and Spencer, Iowa and in Wyoming and Nebraska, 
The last time that the band played was at the American Legion 
Convention in Huron in 1952. 


HARVEST HO DOWN 

Bridgewater's first Harvest Ho Down was held September 5th 
and 6th, 1951. Although Bridgewater had fall celebrations in past 
years, this was the first one named as such, The Ho Down featured a 
parade of over 100 floats, a baseball tournament with Emery, Freeman 
and Bridgewater, a firemen sponsored water fight between Salem and 
Canistota, a marching high school band contest, a concert, two dances 
and a large midway. 

CITY PARK 

The city of Bridgewater purchased four acres of land from J.J. 
Bollinger in 1960 for the development of a city park. The park, which is 
located on the east side of the town, was a great improvement over the use 
of the school grounds for park facilities. The building of a new grade 
school made the grounds inadequate. The city received much help from 
the Green Thumb in the building of the park. 

COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 


Bridgewater has three community organizations which have 
been active in the affairs of the town and its development. The 
Bridgewater Community Club was organized in May, 1931 for the purpose 
of working with other civic groups in bettering the community. It is now 
known as the Bridgewater Community Club but has not been too active in 
the past few years. In the late 1950's (hey supported the building of a 
nursing home in Bridgewater. Nothing much was done on the project, 
however, until 1970 when plans for a 53 bed home were made. Shares were 
sold and in 1971, when the building was under construction, the name was 
chosen as the Diamond Care Nursing Home. The first residents began 
moving into the home in May, 1972 and an open house was held in the 
completed building on June 4, 1972. Ivo Weber is the manager of the home. 

The two other organizations in Bridgewater are the Alumni 
Association and the Jaycees and Jaycettes. The Alumni Association 
awards several scholarships annually to deserving seniors from 
Bridgewater High School. They also carry on other projects, one of which 
was the recent hard surfacing of the athletic field. 
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Spencer... . 
the last incorporated town to 


get a start in McCook County. 


Spencer was the last incorporated town to get a start in McCook 
County. There are two accounts as to how the town got its name. A 1927 
Spencer News gave the following account. The Lewis and Clark 
Expedition left St. Louis on May 14, 1804, The party arrived at the mouth 
of the Big Sioux River on August 21st of that same year. During the 
months of September and October, scouts from the expedition explored a 
large portion of the southeastern part of South Dakota. A detachment of 
the company one day located on an abandoned Indian Camp, located on 
the east bank of Wolf Creek, one mile southeast of a little lake and about 
20 miles east of the Firesteel Creek. This camp was located on the exact 
location of the town of Spencer. Here, it is said, that they found an Indian 
mother and her newborn baby in a lone teepee. She was ill and couldn't be 
moved so they cared for her until she was well enough to join the rest of her 
band which had relocated about 20 miles west on the Firestee] Creek. 
During her convalescence the woman made a prophecy that a ‘heap big 
city’’ would one day stand where she lay. It is also said that she gave one 
of the members of the scouting party a short waisted jacket known in 
those days asa ‘“‘Spencer”’ jacket, in token of her friendship and as thanks 
for the kindness shown her. Nothing more was heard of the prophecied 
city until the summer of 1887 when “‘like a mushroom it sprang into 
existence”, 

Another account of the naming of the town said that Frank 
Peavey named it for Hugh Spencer, the division superintendent for the 
Omaha Railroad, Several streets of the orginal townsite were also named 
for Omaha Railroad officials. Among them were Whitman Street named 
for J, M. Whitman, Cordo Street for Whitman’s secretary, Fuller Street 
for another official and Wilcox Street for the surveyor who laid out the 
townsite. 

Some of the first residents of the town of Spencer were the 
Montelette family, the Jorgen Lueth family, the John Kruse family, the 
Frank Nickel family, Jake Bocke, S, M. Adler, John Brenner, John 
Kroak, T. B. Martin, Henry Bilner, B. B. Robbins, H. C. Lueth, and Tim 
Ryan. On the claims adjoining the townsite in the late 1880's were Frank 
Wiltse on the east, Chester Swan, % mile north, Grampa Lindekugel on 
the south and Fred Kamoss on the west. The first white child born in the 
town of Spencer was named Spencer Paff, after the town. 

E. L. Hunskaar, the first depot agent for Spencer, came in June 
of 1887. He opened up for business in a 14 ton box car. The first furniture in 
the makeshift depot were a table and chairs made of packing crates. 
Later on, a depot was built between the side and main tracks of the 
railroad. The first person to buy a railroad ticket in the town of Spencer 


was H.C. Lueth who was going to Sioux Falls to see about lumber for a 
new store 

When Mr. Hunskaar came to Spencer, all that was located on the 
townsite was the water tank, two box cars belonging to the railroad, a 
blacksmith shop owned and operated by John P. Brenners and a saloon 
run by John Kroak. Both buildings were located on the early Main Street 
in Spencer which ran east and west rather than north and south as the 
present Main Street does. They were the only permanent structures in 
town and were partially hidden in the wheat field which extended for 30 
acres east of the townsite, There was one temporary building also located 
in the town when Hunskaar came. It was a shanty belonging to H.C, 
Lueth which was located behind what was later to be his store bullding. 

Another account says that the first building in Spencer was 
located on Main Street and was owned by a Mr, Mashbe and another man 
who used it as a general store. It said that the second building was put up 
by H.C, Lueth as a general store. The site on which the store was located 
is now occupied by a stone building on the northeast end of Main Street. 
Jake Bocke was the third man to open a general store in the town. He 
moved an old building in from the country and put it where the Farmers 
and Merchants State Bank used to stand. The site is now occupied by a 
laundry, 

The quarter section of land on which Spencer is located was 
homesteaded by Bert Robbins, The town of Spencer was platted in 1880 
and Robbins sold the lots at an auction in March of 1887, A great number of 
people were present for the sale and a number of lots of the town were 
sold. The morning was spent tramping through the wheat field and 
speculating on which blocks held the most promise for businesses. 
Participants in the sale went to the Spencer Souphouse for dinner. The 
Spencer Souphouse was a small temporary structure which served as a 
rooming and eating house. It was a narrow low one story building 
hurriedly put up of rough lumber and owned by some Salem people. 
There was no floor and the roof had many wide cracks, The building had 
one room which made up the bunk house and dining room. Long tables 
made of rough boards ran the full length of the room, After a good dinner 
at the souphouse, the business of buying and selling went on. 


The next two or three weeks were ones of great activity in Spencer; in 
fact they were the busiest weeks that the town has ever seen. Loads of lumber 
and merchandise arrived by train and wagon load every day as the people of 
Spencer built and stocked new businesses, In three weeks, eight store 
buildings had been erected and supplied with goods to begin business. Some of 
the businesses {hat went up at that time were: Lueth & Love General 
Merchandise; Frank Duba's furniture; Mrs. Montelette's restaurant; N. W- 
Wade’s restaurant and post office; Tim Ryan’s newspaper office; F. Tischer, 
livery and dray; John Kruse, hardware; B. B. Robins, hardware; Mashlin & 
Rosenthal, general merchandise; F. S. Hammit, drugs; J. P. Brenner, 
blacksmith shop; 5S. M. Adler, confectionary; John Kroak, saloon; Emma 
McGinnis, millinery; Jacob Buch, general merchandise; C. F. Nickel, 
harnesses; C. Rhodes, hotel which was leased to Abe Hamaker; Tuthill 
Lumber Company; Jacobson & Son Lumber Company; Peavey Co., 
Thompson Bros., and.Jacobson & Co. grain elevators. 


BUSINESSES 


B. B. Robbins opened the first hardware store in Spencer in a 
building which used to be the Hanford Produce building. It was one of the 
oldest buildings in the town. The Fred Kurtz shoe shop building was also 
one of the town's first buildings. Both the hardware and the shoe shop 
have been torn down. The Robbins Hardware Store at one time also had a 
post office located in it, It was located just west of the new city hall, 

The shoe shop had been built by T, B. Martin on the site which 
was later occupied by the T. H. Well’s restaurant after the fire of 1908. In 
1927 it was one of two original buildings left standing on the west side 
of Main Street. The only original building on the west side of Main Street 
today is what was the W. Muter residence. It is on the south end of the 
street. 

Jacobson and Son started the first lumber yard in Spencer. It was 
located where the Cenex Service Station stands now, just one block east of 
Main Street. A second lumber business, Queal Lumber Company, later 
put a building just west of the first yard which had by then been sold out to 
Tuthill Lumber Company of Sioux Falls. Queal’s Lumber Yard burnt 
down some time later and Tuthill’s relocated west of the old Queal yard, In 
later years, the Tuthill Lumber Company sold out in an auction. The 
building is now owned by the city and used for storage. 

T. J. Ryan published the first newspaper in Spencer known as the 
Spencer Democrat, It was published in a building which was later used by 
the Tuthill Lumber Company. 

While helping to tear down the old Montelette building in 1922, Levi 
Fischer unearthed a copy of a Dakota Journal dated Spencer, Dakota 
Territory, June 21, 1888. The paper was printed by T, J. Ryan and Billie 
Skinner and must have been the successor of the Spencer Democrat. The 
political preference of the publishers was shown by the headline of the 
editorial column. It supported Grover Cleveland for president, 

Spencer had two other papers in its history. They were the Spencer 
Populist, published for some time by Frank Shoop, and the Spencer News 
which was started by Edgar McDaniel. The Spencer News was the last 
paper to be published in Spencer. It was also the longest running one, 
Some of the publishers of the Spencer news were J. G. Curtis, Herman 
Peppmuller, 0. G. Schamber, Mr. Wm. Thompson, M. A. Madson, and 
P. G. Seifert. The paper was sold to Mr. John Schlueter some time in the 
1930's and was published by him in Canistota until the paper was 
discontinued and the subscriplion list sold to the Salem Special. 

The first druggist in the town of Spencer was Frank Hammit, He 
located his store in the T, B.Martin building. [1 is now a vacant lot at the 
northeast end of Main Street. 

The first residence in Spencer was located on the south side of 
block 16 of the original plat of the town. The house was built by a 
carpenter named Grossman. 

Duncan and Hughes operated the first butcher shop in the city on 
the lot where the Kruse warehouse stood. It was located south of the 
water tank where Mr. Schneider now stores his welding equipment. It is 
said that shocks of wheat had to be moved from the site before the 
building could be constructed. 


Frank Duba operated the first furniture store in Spencer in the 
old J. E. Hamaker building. The store is now the site of a stone building 
housing the V.F.W. Hall. 

; The lot next to the post office was the site of the first restaurant in 
Spencer which was owned and operated by Alex Montelette. The same 
building housed the Masonic Temple for some years before the Spencer 
organization moved to Salem and joined with the lodge there. The 
building is now closed. 

Mrs. Abe Hamaker was the landlady of the first hotel in Spencer. 
It was located on the southwest end of Main Street. The site is now a 
vacant lot. Mrs. Hamaker was operating the hotel during the blizzard of 
1888 and it is said that she was kept very busy during those days asa train 
had been stalled on the track in Spencer and all the crew and passengers 
boarded at her hotel until the storm was over and the train could be dug 
out. 

N. W. Wade was the first postmaster of the town of Spencer. The 
post office was located in the H. C. Lueth store as Mr. Lueth had been 
appointed deputy postmaster. The first person to receive mail through 
the Spencer Post Office was Mrs. Abe Hamaker. 

Spencer at one time had a roller mill run by a Mr. Turner, anda 
creamery and cheese factory run by Horace Webster. The cream ery and 
cheese factory was located on the northeast corner of town but is now 
gone. The town also had a harness shop, two draylines for hauling coal, 
lumber and other materials that came in on the train, two livery barns 
run by Tom Callant and John Harris, an opera house, two blacksmith 
shops, two barbers, two lumber yards, two doctors, five elevators, two 
hardware stores, a dentist and for a few years a lawyer, two banks, two 
saloons anda stone quarry. 


SPENCER CHURCHES 

The first church built in Spencer was the Baptist Church which 
was constructed in 1888. The church had been organized in 1881 and 
services were held in homes and the depot as there were no church 
buildings at the time. Rev. Dyal was the first pastor of the church. The 
first couple married in the church were Mr. and Mrs. G, W, Blackwood. 

A new Baptist Church was erected in 1914 at a cost of $10,000. Just 
a short time later, however, members started to move away because of 
hard times, and in January, 1922 the property was deeded to the South 
Dakota Baptist Convention by a majority of one vote and the Spencer 
organization disbanded. The building stood abandoned for some time and 
was soon in sad shape. 

On March 3, 1926 Rey. Earle Sims of Chicago came to Spencer, 
cleaned up the church and opened Evangalistic meetings in it. Large 
crowds attended these meetings and soon the Baptist Church reorganized 
forming along with the congregation, a Ladies Aid, Sunday School, and 
Young Peoples Society. The reorganization of the church took place on 
March 23, 1926 under the direction of Rev. Sims. The church building was 
renovated at a cost of $1,500 to contain a parlor, classrooms, social rooms 
and an auditorium. It was dedicated in May, 1926. The Baptist Church 
later closed down again and the building was purchased by the Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 
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tist Church which later became the Trinity Lutheran 


The Spencer Bap 
building. 
THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

The Christian Church was the second one built in Spencer. The 
congregation had been started in the late 1880’s under Rev. A. L. Shoop 
who was the first pastor of the church. The first services were held in the 
Baptist Church building until the Christian Church building was put up in 
1892 under the pastorship of Rev. G. W. Elliot. In 1910 a new building was 
constructed. It was remodeled to put a balcony in the rear and finish the 
basement rooms in 1915. 

ST. MATTHEW'S LUTHERAN 

St. Matthew's Lutheran Church got its start when a Rey. 
Schwartz began making visits to the community of Spencer, Later, on 
December 31, 1897, a group of 14 families formed a congregation. 
Services were held in the Baptist Church until the arrival of Rev, Horn on 
January 8, 1900. Under Rev. Horn’s direction, steps were taken to build a 
church building. Construction began in March, 1900 and the new structure 
was dedicated on Pentecost Sunday, June 17, 1900. The cost of the building 
was $2,476.12. In 1914 the church was renovated and a schoolhouse built at 
the rear of the church building. In 1920 improvements were again made 
on the church building and a short time later the schoolhouse was 
enlarged. After the school closed the building was used asa parish house 
It was torn down when the church was enlarged, 
ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC 


St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Spencer was organized in 1905. 
Construction on a church building was begun in that same year and was 
completed in 1906. The first Mass held in the church was held in May of 
1906. The first trustees for the church were James Ryan, Frank Sauer and 
John Slattery. The church has never had a resident pastor and has been 
affiliated with the Catholic Church at Farmer for most of its existence. 


The Catholic Church building as it looked early in the century. 


Rev. Charles Auer was the first pastor of the church. He had the first 
communion class in 1909 and performed the first wedding between 
Margaret Striegel and James Slattery. In 1956 the church was rem odeled. 
A basement was put under it which was used for religion classes, church 
meetings and social events, and the front of the building was remodeled. 
The church is presently served by Father Maurice Patrick of Epiphany. 


TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

The Trinity Lutheran Church was also formed early in Spencer’s 
history. The church had a parochial school which was started in 1922 with 
classes being held in the church building. In the fall of 1924 a building was 
purchased and moved to Spencer to house the school. Rev. Guebert was 
the teacher. He taught the children five days a week in addition to his 
pastoral duties in Spencer, Fulton and Montrose. The first Trinity 
Lutheran Church building was moved to Madison and is now at Prairie 
Village. It was moved sometime in the late 1920's or early 1930's when the 
church purchased the former Baptist Church building to hold their 
services in. 

NAZARENE CHURCH 

The Nazarene Church was formed sometime later than the rest of 
the churches. It was started by a man named Kenneth Brant. The 
congregation held their first meetings in the Odd Fellow Hall which was 
located on the west side of the telephone office. The present church 
building was constructed in 1970. 


BANKS 


The first building in Spencer made of rock from the Spencer 
Quarry was the Spencer State Bank building. The first record book of the 
bank, which was the first one in town, was dated September 1, 1891. Mr. 
William Hoese was the owner of the bank. He later sold out to Brockman 


and Gates and moved away. A few years later he returned to Spencer and 
started the Farmers and Merchants State Bank. He moved a frame 
building out from the lot next to Shoop’s Store building and built a stone 
building in its place. The building moved out was called the Merle Hotel. 
The stone building was burned in the fire of 1916 and was rebuilt the 
following year. The first bank building has been torn down and on its site 
are two low rent apartment complexes. The present bank in Spencer is 
the Security State Bank and is located in the same building that was built 
up after the fire. 


SPENCER’S FIRST MURDER 


One of Spencer's early Fourth of July Celebrations ended in 
disaster when a group of men got just a little too rowdy and started 
shooting their guns off in random directions. The result was the shooting 
of Minnie Buch as she was sitting on the balcony of her father's building 
across the street. Minnie died a few days later. It was known at the time 
who the person was that shot her, but it is not known if he was ever 
apprehended for the crime. 

MAIN STREET 

In the early 1900's the Spencer Main Street was a busy place. 
Businesses on the east side of the street from north to south were the 
Lindekugel Implement Company, the Post Office, Dr. Atkinson's 
office, the Montelette Cafe, a pool hall, Kruse Hardware, Hamaker 
Furniture, Well’s Cafe, Dr. Lawver’s office and drug store and the Lueth 
Store. On the west side of the street from north to south were the Shoop 
General Merchandise Store, the Buch building, Jenner Saloon, Nickel 
Harness Shop, E. Sauer Meat Market, Well’s Barber Shop, Myles Drugs, 
Hurtz and Schulze General Store, W. Muter residence, D & E Real Estate 
and the Spencer Hotel. 


Spencer's Main Street taken in the early 1900's. 


Another view of Main Street taken around 1945. 


PASTIMES 
The first Spencer Baseball team was headed by Billie Skinner. E. 
L. Hunskaar described it in an article written by himself. ‘“‘The writer 
was induced to join owing to his superb sprinting qualities, but our 
baseball career came to an abrupt ending in the second inning, owing to 
the uncontrollable habit we had of carrying the bat with us to first base. 
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An early Spencer Baseball team. Members were Ray McGinnis, Arnold 


Lindekugel, Walter Ryan, Ed Samp, Walter Wendt, Lefty Byer, Art Hummel, 
Dixie Bond, Chas. Lindekugel and Harvey Atkins. 


Billie was a stickler for rules and would not allow such unprofessional 
conduct in his team.” 


One other popular pastime in the early days of Spencer was 
debating. The Debating Society held weekly meetings in the old 
newspaper office and many of them received quite a turnout. One question 
which caught up a lively interest was whether or not cash business was 
preferable to credit business. It is said that N. W. Wade and Mr. Collins 
argued for the affirmative and G. C. Klenke for the negative. Mr. Klenke 
won by a large majority. 

ELECTRIC LIGHTS 

The first Spencer electric light plant was put in the town in 1914. 
The engine and generator were shipped from Hillsdale, Minnesota and 
the generator was large enough to carry approximately 1200 18-candle 
power lamps, or in the case of a necessity, 2400 such lamps for 30 minutes. 
While the system was being installed and homes wired, displays of 
electric appliances were to be seen at the Hoese Bank. The September 17, 
1914 Spencer News reported that the engine and dynamo for the plant had 
arrived and were installed along with the underground wires. The plant 
went into operation on October 9, 1914. The first street lights were installed 
in Spencer at the same time.The plant, located in an old building on the 
corner east of the Farmers Union Co-op, also became the home for a new 
fire whistle that had been purchased in 1914. 


FIRES 
Spencer's first serious fire was started on August 5, 1908. It 
completely destroyed Dr. Lawver's office and the drug store in the 


connected building. The buildings were on the southeast end of Main 
Street. 


The most serious fire in the history of Spencer took place when 


The fire of August 5, 1908 which destroyed Dr. Lawver’s office and a drug 
store. 


Another view of the fire of 1908. 


John Ostrander, owner of the Spencer Pool Hall, was heating floor oil ta 
apply to the floors of his building on Sunday, December 3, 1916. The oil 
caught fire filling the room with flames. Mr. Ostrander grabbed the 
container and dragged it to the door hoping to throw it into the street. The 
spring on the door, however, prevented him from being able to keep the 
door open and throw out the oil at the same time. As there was no one near 
to help him, he gave up the effort and the thought of saving the building 
and made his way out the back door to save himself. Within a few minutes 
the front of the building was in flames and the fire was spreading to 
neighboring buildings. The Spencer Fire Department brought out their 
chemical engine and the waterpump but these were inadequate for 
fighting the fire so the Farmer Fire Department was summoned. Efforts 
centered on saving the C. F. Nickel store and the Sauer meat 
market building. The Nickel building was completely destroyed but part 
of the Frank Sauer building was saved as the flames were checked to the 
south. On the north side of the pool hall, the Farmers and Merchants 
State Bank and Shoop’s Store were completely destroyed. The total loss in 
the fire was from $20,000 to $25,000. The G. H. Wells building was torn out 
to stop the fire. The heat from flames was so intense that all the glass 
windows on the fronts of buildings across the street were broken. 


In 1917 the market building was taken out and all new brick 
buildings were put in on that side of the street. A January, 1917 Spencer 
News stated that plans for the construction of a new Farmers and 
Merchants State Bank building were made to replace the building that 
had been lost in the fire. The new bank building was to be a one story 
building ‘‘absolutely fire proof and modern in every respect’. The 
structure was to be 25 by 26 feet with a full basement. Features were a 
double vault on the main floor and a storage vault in the basement. There 
was also to be marble fixtures and tile floors, a customers room and 


directors’ room in addition to the main banking room. 

At the same time, Frank Sauer was putting up a new meat market 
and G. H. Wells was building a new brick structure for his business. The 
front part of the Wells building was to be a barber shop with the newest 


The northwest end of Main Street as it looked in 1908 before the fire of 
1916.The buildings are from right to left, W.F. Shoop’s General Store, the bank 
building, Jenner’s Saloon, Nickel Harness Shop, Sauer Meat Market and a 
barber shop. All were destroyed in the fire. 


The northwest end of Main Street as it looked in 1922 after the fire of 1916. The 
brick buildings replaced those destroyed in the fire. The people in the first 
picture are gathered for a Memorial Day Celebration. 


and latest equipment. ‘‘Two bathrooms will be fixed up, this being 
something that is badly needed in Spencer, as present arrangements are 
entirely inadequate and most of us have no opportunity for a bath from the 
time the quarry pond freezes up until the middle of summer, when we 
figure that the water is warm enough for a swim.” A full basement was 
also being put under the building which would contain a pool and billiard 
hall and a bowling alley. This was to be leased to John Ostrander. 

W. F. Shoop also built a brick building to replace his store which 
burned in the fire. The building was 25 by 60 feet, one story with a full 
basement and as nearly fire proof as possible. 

The years from 1914 to 1916 were busy ones for the town of 
Spencer. As was said earlier, Spencer received its first electric lights in 
1914. Another improvement in the same year was the installation of 
cement sidewalks throughout the city. 

In January, 1915, the businessmen of Spencer got together and 
organized a commercial club at a meeting in the town hall. E. S. 
Hartenstein was elected the first president; E. A Ryan, vice president; E. 
J. Morgan, secretary; and Elmer Campbell, treasurer. The first regular 
meeting was held Tuesday, February 2, 1915. The club had 27 members at 
this time and their first project was the offering of a $5.00 prize to any 
person in the county who would write the best article on 
“Community Building’. The club faded out during the war but was 
revived in September, 1920. 

Some of the changes and improvements in the town of Spencer in 
1915 were the building of quite a few crossings and gutters, and the 
grading of streets and roads leading into the town. Also, in 1915, the 
Spencer Roller Mill moved from its site on the corner of the block south of 
the Catholic Church to the former site of the Peavey Elevator. The mill 
was completely overhauled and the structure remodeled at the same 
ime. 
saaiie In January, 1916, the Spencer Post Office moved up from a 4th to 
a 3rd class rating. The advance meant that the postmaster would receive 
a regular salary and the U. S. Government would pay the rent of the 
building. It also meant that the post office would become an international 
money order station. 


The Spencer Roller Mill in its first location a block south of the Catholic 
Chureh. 


INCORPORATION 

At. a meeting of the Commercial Club in March, 1917, it was decided 
that the installation of a water works system in Spencer would be a very 
favorable asset to the town. In order to do the job right, the club decided 
that the town must incorporate and voted to take steps to present the 
matter to the people of Spencer in the next town election. The proposed 
water system would provide fire protection as well as water for 
domestic purposes and mains would be laid over the entire town. There 
was also talk of a sewer system. oot 

The incorporation issue passed and the first city election | in 
Spencer was held in May, 1917. There was only one ticket and no question 
to vote on so it wasn't a very exciting election. Only 30 votes were cast, 
Those elected were William Hoese. Mayor; G. W. Blackwood, J. G, 
Clefisch, S. J. Myer, B, W. Countryman, Henry Kruse and C. H. Caldwell 
Aldermen; E, R. Campbell, Treasurer: and P. G, Seifert, Justice of the 
Peace. Present city officials for Spencer are Marvin Wilson, Mayor: Don 
Hanna, Morris Schimmel, Don Bruns, Richard Kirby, Wallace Allen and 
Gilbert Sieverding, Councilmen. 

SCHOOLS 

The first Spencer school was located one half mile south of 
Spencer on the corner where the Golden Pheasant is now. It is said that 
the teacher in this school was sick by a lucky coincidence on the day of the 
blizzard of 1888. Otherwise there might have been some fatalities among 
the school children. The school was later moved into town, 

A new school building was put up in 1907 when the needs foi space 
exceeded that which the old schoo! building could offer. Grade 11 was 
added to the school that year but was then discontinued until 1913 when 
both the junior and senior years of high school were added. As space 
again became a problem, the school was added onto to almost double its 
size a few years later. ; 

A $30,000 bond issue for the erection of a new school in Spencer 
passed by a large majority in a November, 1919 election. Only 14 votes 
were Cast in opposition to the bond issue. The amount was not enough for a 


One of Spencer's early schools. This one was built in 1907. 


This picture shows the same building with an addition built onto it. 


new building because a state law prohibited the school board from issuing a 
larger bond because the assessed valuation of the city was not high 
enough. It was supplemented by the issuance of time warrants. The new 
school included a heating plant, gymnasium, library, and lab 
equipment in addition to the classrooms and other necessary facilities. 
The building is still used for both grade and high school students in 
Spencer. 

In March of 1920 the Spencer Independent and the Benton 
Township School Districts combined after an election showed voters in 
favor of the consolidation by a large majority. Out of 372 votes cast, only 
70 opposed the movement. 


NEW DEPOT 


The Omaha Railroad Depot in Spencer caught fire and burned in 
August, 1919. The fire was discovered in the freight room and much of the 
loss occurred here to goods that had been shipped in the day before and not 
yet removed. When the fire department arrived it was evident that the 
depot could not be saved and so they concentrated their efforts on 
preventing surrounding buildings from catching fire. A fireproof roof on the 
Thompson Lumber Co, building next to the depot greatly aided the efforts 
of the firemen to keep the fire from spreading. An old passenger coach 
served as the depot after the fire until a new one could be started in 
October of the same year. The new depot was a 100 by 24 foot wood 
building which was completed in January, 1920. 

Another addition to the Spencer community around the same 
time was the building of anew dance pavilion in July, 1919. The hall was a 
bungalow style with maple floors, a refreshment stand, and lockers for 
hats, coats and other articles. 

In February, 1920 construction began on a new stone crushing 
plant for the stone quarry south of Spencer, and in March of the same 
year, a new fire engine was purchased for the city of Spencer. The early 


1920's also saw the first road graveled that led into Spencer. It was the 
road thatruns from the Golden Pheasant to the railroad track. 

One of the relatively recent buildings that has gone up in Spencer 
has been the Golden Pheasant Cafe. The cafe started out as the 
U-All-Know Cafe in Spencer in the mid 1940's. It was owned by Darrel and 
Myrln Bartholow. The Bartholows built the Golden Pheasant Cafe south of 
Spencer when their building in town burned. They have owned it ever 
since. 

One of Spencer’s largest businesses is the Spencer Canvas Co. which 
is located in the middle of the westside of Main Street. The Canvas 
Store was continued from the Harness Shop which was run by Nickel and 
Son since the early days of the town. It was opened in April, 1955. 

Other buildings just recently constructed in Spencer were two 
low rent housing apartments in 1972 by the Spencer 
Community Development Corporation, a new Farmers Union Co-op 
Station, a new city hall, and a storage building just completed by 
Spencer Grain, north of the elevator. 


Rumpus Ridge Cenex Service. . . 


so named because 4 mixup 
in mails caused 4 rumpus. 


Rumpus Ridge Cenex Service was organized December 15, 1917 as 
Farmer’s Union Local No. 253 of the Farmers Educational and 
Cooperative Union of America. 

The charter members were: J.C. Hinrichs, John Noordsy, Henry 
Presuhn, Robert Kaster, Elmer Goodyear, John Reecy, Leo Wingert, 
Henry Dykstra, Alfred Waechter, John Witkop and G.H. Kirchner. 

The business meetings were held in Spring Valley No. 2 school. The 
first business transacted was the purchase of Berke’s Best Flour from the 
Montrose Mill owned by Mr. H. Berke. 

The first co-op building was begun in 1923 and paid for by July 7, 1924 
Alfred Waechter became manager of this business and remained so, with 
the exception of one year, until his death in 1967. 

The first building was located on the Waechter farm 5 miles southeast 
of Canistota. This building was destroyed by fire December 23, 1929. A 
new building was constructed to the northwest of the original site. This 
building still stands and is in use today. 

Many products have been sold in the 60 years of business. Most of 
these products are still handled today with the newest being fertilizer and 
chemicals. 

The name Rumpus Ridge was added to the name of the organization. 
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The Rumpus Ridge Cenex Service Station as it looks today. 


There was a Farmer's Union Supply located in Canistota. The mail from 
the two businesses was always being confused. It was discussed and 
decided that the condition caused a lot of rumpus, therefore the name 
Rum pus Ridge. 

In 1968 Anthony and James Waechter were hired as managers. Since 
that time the business has continued to grow and expand. The store also 
employs Keith Anderson and Lois Ebeling. 

In 1977 the business was reorganized and incorporated with the name 
Rumpus Ridge Cenex Service. This cooperative owned by its members 
offers the community a complete line of farm supplies and services. 
Savings to the farmers who patronize this co-op have been tremendous. 
Selling as close to cost as possible has not only produced numerous 
savings but has also kept private enterprise at more competitive prices. 


Early Life in McCook County 
Written for the Monthly Dakotan 
by W.T. Smith of Bridgewater 


taken from the Spencer Nows-October 12, 1901 


I first visited this part of the state in June, 1879 at which time I came 
out with my father from Sioux City to break on a tree claim. I was but 
eleven years old and my childish fancy easily led me to believe that this 
indeed was a great desert. 


Stretching for miles in every direction was the broad expanse of 
prairie. broken only now and then by a claim shanty which was usually 
built of sod. covered with boards through which would protrude a joint of 
stove pipe. There were no roads, no fields, no trees, in fact all that was 
visible was the grassy plain and the sky overhead. Antelope were 
plentiful and once a smal! herd bent on investigating our surroundings 
came up to within a short distance of our covered wagon. 

The buffalo had sought more remote regions, although Jacob 
Tschetter, now a resident of Bridgewater and one of the earliest settlers 
of Hutchinson County. while out reconnoitering in the fall and winter of 
‘77 and ‘78 sighted a full grown bull at the stone quarry three miles from 
town. The animal had evidentally been wounded some time. being lame. 
Mr. Tschetter who was mounted on a pony gave chase but was soon out 
distanced by the wily bull, which was afterwards shot near old Rockport 
on the Jim River south of Alexandria. 

The present sight of Bridgewater was marked by a lone claim shanty. 
The railroad had not been built this far. After finishing the breaking, 
father returned home and the next spring in May, 1880 he moved out 
permanently. since which time, this writer has lived here continuously 
In the meantime the railroad has been built and Nation City (now 
Bridgewater) presented a lively appearance. There were perhaps half a 
hundred people, a hotel, two general stores, a lumber yard, blacksmith 
shop and etc. 

Pioneer life is seldom devoid of hardship and in the course of time we 
were called upon to endure some of the privations, 

The winter of 1880-81 familiarly known throughout the northwest as 
the hard winter found us ill-prepared when the great storm of October 15, 
16 and 17 swooped down upon us. [t proved to be one of the severest of the 
winter and coming so early entailed heavy losses among the scattered 
settlers. At the time ! remember, we had a peculiar experience. Fuel was 
very scarce and during the summer and fall, people used hay twisted by 
hand into ‘‘twisters’’ about the size of an ordinary stick of wood, which 
provided a quick hot fire. It used to be said jokingly, that it took three men 
and a small boy to keep a fire going. During the storm in question it was 
impossible to reach the hay and our last resort was to empty the contents 
of straw bed ticks and burn them. 

Following this sudden introduction to winter, fair weather prevailed 
up to Christmas when winter set in in earnest and held on with a death 
like grip until the 17th of the following April. Probably the first Christmas 
tree ever setup in MeCook County was at our house on December 24, 1880. 
A wild plum tree I found on Wolf Creek was used for the purpose. The 
neighbors were invited in from far and wide and | remember it as an 
event of a lifetime. Returning to my subject, it was a winter of heavy 
snows and soon the prairie was covered to a depth of between two and 
three feet and under these conditions, blizzards were of frequent 
occurrence. 

I might relate a great many experiences but a few will suffice to show 
what inconveniences we were obliged to bear. By referring to a diary 
which I kept at that time, I find that no trains entered Nation City 
between January 31 and April 19, a space of seventy nine days, and for six 
weeks in succession, there was no mail and then it was brought up from 


Canton on snow shoes. I recall how eagerly we devoured the Sioux City 
Journal of a date of six weeks prior. The two small stores in town had 
completely sold out. For a time provisions were brought overland from 
Sioux Falls but finally the route had to be abandoned on account of the 
deep snow. In connection with this, a story is told on one Patrick Kelly, 
the truthfulness of which I will not vouch for. started from Sioux Falls 
with a load of flour and whiskey and getting stuck in the drifts about 
halfway, unloaded the flour and came into town with the whiskey. 

For two months or upwards we had neither kerosene, tea, coffee, 
sugar, vegetables, and fruit and flour only part of the time. We were 
fortunate in having a small herd of cattle and so we were provided with 
beef and we also had a good supply of corn meal, A family named Baker 
living on Wolf Creek subsisted on antelope flesh and cracked wheat for 
several weeks. A herd of six antelope pursued by hunters became 
foundered in the drifts not far from our house and three of the number 
were killed. 

Jack rabbits were sometimes driven by hunger to our kitchen door in 


Another view of the Salem fire of July, 1910. 


search of crumbs. A large deer, the only one ever seen in this part of the 
country was shot near our place during the winter. 

After waiting long and patiently for some relief, what was our joy on 
the 17th of Apri] to see a snow plow working in the drifts east of us. 


When the snow had melted, the whole country wasa vast lake, Ihave 
never seen anything approaching it since. All the lake beds and 
depressions were filled and for several years thereafter contained water. 


As I look back I am reminded of the great change which has taken 
place. What a few years ago was a wild unbroken plain, untamed by the 
hand of man has been transformed into a rich agricultural community, 
dotted with comfortable farm houses, spacious barns and beautiful 
groves of trees. In 1880 McCook County contained but a few seattered 
settlers, while today she has a population numbering nearly 10,000. 
Bridgewater has become a village of 800 people and is spoken of as ‘‘the 
garden city’’ on account of her beautiful lawns and numerous shade trees. 


“Westward the star of empire makes its way.” 


HN 


The old Presbyterian Church in Salem being dismantled in 1970 on the site of 
the present new United Church. 
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C.W. Johnson and Victor Swanson, Implement dealers displaying their 1900. This picture was taken in Salem, South Dakota. The St. Mary’s Church and 
machinery. They are all Avery thrashing rigs which were for sale in the year the old St. Mary’s grade school can be seen in the background. 
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REMEMBER WHEN? 


Ads and articles from the Pioneer Register of 1907 


DECLARES CUPID DELAYS MAILS 


Rural Servant of Qacle Sam Says Cowboy Admirers of Young 
Woman Made Him, af Pistol Poini, Wail Until She 
Got Ready to Distribute Mail. 


A mail carrier on the rural route 
west of Midland has written to the 
postoffice department to know whether 
a pretty young woman who happens to 
be a postmistress has the right to de- 
lay the United States mails while she 
does up her back hair and exchanges 
pleasantries with admirers. The car- 
rier tells a harrowing tale. 

At Olney a pretty young woman, 
dunghter of FF. i. Oiney, is the post 
mistress, the office being in her fath- 
ers general store. ‘The carrier clainis 
that his schedule wives him bur seven 
minwies to wait at the Olney postotlice, 
but that roceutly when he arrived at 


the postoffice the postmistress was 
standing before a mirror doing things 
to her hair, and that he was compelled 
to wait half an hour before she fin- 
ished. Even then she made no move 
toward receiving and distributing the 
mail he brought, but engaged in repar- 
tee with a couple cf admirers who had 
entered the store. 


Finally, the carrier says, he gathered 
up his mail bags and started on to the 
next postoffice. He had gone scarcely 
a mile, however, when he was overtak- 
en by the two cowboy admirers of the 
young postiulstress, who at the point 
of revolvers compelled the carrier to 
“about face” and return to Olney and 
there wait until the poslmistress was 
ready to do business with him. 


ON INNA LANA LAAN ARAL RA AAP APP APPA AAPA APOIO Prin, 


TO BUILD 100 HOUSES, 

More than one bondrad houses will 
he erected this year at Aberdeen by 
a loeal syndicate, and the work will 
beein April 15. Other coneerns here 
are muohing similar plans, and it is 
evident that a determined effort is 
about to be made to overcome the 
honse famine which has prevailed 
here more thin a year in spite of the 
great amount of building of the last 
season, and which is steadily growing 
worse with the rapid incoming of new 
families. 


Charles Langduth of Lead hag re 
eoived a telegram from Turner, Or, 
announcing the violent death of his 
son, formerly a resident of Lead. He 
died as a result of a pistol shot, and 
it is fenred that he met with foul 
play. Fifty dollars in cash was found 
upon his person, and this dispels the 
theory that he was murdered by rob 
bers. Langduth was  twenty-cight 
years old, and a member of Troop éA 
of Griggsby’s Cowboy regiment. He 
was & carpenter by trade. A widow 
and two small children survive, 
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«= The City Bakery . 


and Grocery 
* John W. Stuelpnagel 


2, 
‘e 


PHONE 25 
q We have a complete line of 
2 fancy Groceries and Baked 
$ Goods, also a full line of 


Candies and Fresh Fruits. 


4 


Oranges all sizes, at prices Bd 


from 25c to 40c. : 
eC 


Bring us your Butter and Eggs : 


LUMBER 


| I carry a complete stock of Brick, 


Plaster, Lime, Tile and Cement 


E. F. Westfall 
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NO MORE MUSTARD PLASTERS TO BLISTER, 


THE SCIENTIFIC AND MODERN EXTERNAL COUNTER-IRRITANT. 


CAPISICUM 
VASELINE 


EXTRACT OF THE CAYENNE PEPPER PIANT 


QUICK, SURE, SAFE AND ALWAYS READY CURE FOR -PAIN.—PRICE 
Beas COLLAPSIBLE TUBES—AT ALL DRUGGISTS AND DEALERS, OR 
Y MAIL ON are E(rPT OF ye IN POSTAGE STAMPS. DON'T WAIT 
TILL THE PAIN OMES—KEEP A TUBE HANDY. 


A substitute for and cenit to mustard or any other plaster, and will not 
blister the most delicate skin. The pain-allaying and curative qualities of 


the article are wonderful, It wiil stop the toothache at once, and relieve 
Headache and Sciatica. We recommend it as the best and safest external 
counter-irritant known, also as an external remedy for pains in the chest 
and stomachand all Rheumatic, Neuralgic and Gouty complaints, A trial 
will prove what we claim forit, and it will be found to be invaluable in the 
household and for children. Once used no family w: ll be withoutit. Many 
people say “it is the best of all your preparations."" Accept no preparation 
of vcseline unless the same carries our label, as otherwise it is not genuine, 
SEND YOUR ADDRESS AND WE WILL MAIL OUR VASE- 
LINE PAMPHLET WHICH WILL INTEREST YOU. 


CHESEBROUGH MFG. CO. 


17 STATE STREET, NEW YORK CITY 


HART-PARR TRACTION ENGINE 


An Engine for the Farmer. An 
Engine for the Thrasher. A Gen- 
eral Purpose Engine for use the year 
around, Plowing, Seeding, Grading, 
Thrashing, Grinding, and all kinds 
of work. A Money Maker for the 
Purchaser. Always ready. Uses 


kerosene, gasoline or alcohol. 


For further particulars and catalog 
write 


r——V. R. WADDEN & SON, 
MADISON, S. D 


ESTABLISHED 


WOODWARD @ CO. 


Minneapolis GRAIN COMMISSION. 


Additional Local 


Royal O'Dell was op from Montrose 
yesterday. 

Frank Good was a Sioux Falla passen- 
ver Friday. 

Orders taken fur tailor-made suits at 
i. D, Pierce's. 

Thos. Sheeley was iu Sioux City a few 
days lust week. 

Heory Turner aod Miss Mleanor Turoer 
of Chillicothe, Obio, arrived yesterday 
for a visit with relatives. 

George Schmidt and F. T, Jackson ar 
rived home Saturday from a trip to Chi- 
cago, They were gone a week, 

Charlie Carter and George Kunkle went 
to Canova Monday night to take part 
in the Newman entertainment at that 
town. 

F. F. Smith sella the De Laval hand 
creain separators, made in four sizes. 
lf in need of a separator, see him before 
buying. 

Mias Palmer who was with Martba 
[lauser last aeason has returned to Na- 
lem to remain during the spring wmillin- 
ery season. 

Mr. and Mra. Harry Austin departed 
Monday for their new home in Oregon. 
They xtop in Omaha # week or two to 
visit bis parents. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Fangman who have 
been visiting ut Frank Macke's and oth- 
er relatives leit Mouday for their bome 
in Dyersville, Lowa. 

James McMaggart a- McUook county 
prisoner escaped from the jail at Sioux 
Falla Suturday by crawling through the 
coalchute trom the basement to the 
outside of the building. 

“Preventics’ will promptly check a 
cold or the Grippe when taken early or 
at the “sneeze atage.’’ Preveatics cure 
seated colds aswell. Preventicsare little 
candy cold cure tablets, and Dr. Shoop, 
Racine, Wis., will gladly mail you sam- 


ples and a book on Colda free, if you will 
write him. Tbe samples prove their 
merit. Uheck early colda with Preven- 
tics and stop porumonia. Sold in 5e 
and 25¢ boxes by Eagle Drug Co. 

The sule of Paul Ellison's personal ef- 
leets held last week ‘Thorstny was ut- 
rended by « large crowd and. ‘every thify 
brouht tair prices. 

Albert Olson moved on to the Jacob 
Lindgren farm Jast week. His brother 
Vietor and sister Hannah will make 
(heir home with him. 


Mr. and Mrs. Sam Jourgenson moourtt 
the loss of an infant sou, born Suuday 
March 10tb. The parents haye the 
sympathy of the community. 

Paul Ellison will go to N. Dak, next 
week to prepare a place for his family to 
live. Mra. Ellison and children will stay 
at the home of her uncle Carl Safstrom 
uotil Mr. Ellison gets their new home 
prepared for them, 

The people io this vicinity were awak- 
ened from their peaceful slumbers about 
midnight Thureday night of last week 
by whoops and vella which it was after- 
wards learned came from some of tha 
promising young men in thia vicinity 
who were on their way home from ‘a- 
lem, and it ia thought were under the in- 
fluence of liquor. 

A Good Show Coming 

The Metropolitan Entertainers at 
Opera House, Salem, Thuraday evening, 
Madr. 14th will be a pleasing surprise to 
nll patrons. A fine program of all the 
latest moyiug pictures and illustrated 
songs. A good machine, an experience.) 
operator andatwo hours program of 
all kinds of picturea will surely please 
you. Admission 24 cents, children uu- 
der 12, 10 centa. 


‘Taken Up—on my place 6 miles south- 
east of Canovaand 9 miles northwest 
of Salem, a spotted steer calf about one 
year old. Owner may bave aame by 
proving property and payiog charges. 

8. J. Anderson. 


NS 


Buy your legal blankg at the PionnER 
ReGisTER office, 


Are you tired, fagged out, nervous, 
sleepless, feel mean? ollister’s Rocky 
Mountain Tea strengthens the nerver, 
aids digestion, brings refreshing seep, 
35 cents. Tea or Tablets.—C. M. Serles. 


MONTROSE 


Mrs. Melissa Helson is visiting her 
daughters in Sioux Falls. 


W. E. Van Demark was at Chamber- 
lain on legal businesa Tuesday. 
M.E. Kizer rented his farm in Rich- 


land townebip and has moved to Colo- 
rado. 


R, J. Odell bought three lots on Main 
street and is gbing in the machine bus- 
ines. 

Oliver Odell was visiting frienda at 
Montrose a few daysago and talks of 
going into business here, 

Miss Rose Bower from Rapid City gave 
alecture on temperance at the M. RE. 
church Thursday Mareb 7th. She was a 
fine whistler and cornetist, 


CASTORIA 


For infants and Children, 


The Kind You Have Always Bought 


Bears the CLEA 


Signature of 


Notice for Bids 
Sealed bids will be received until 
Mareh Sth, p.m, for all buttenmitk 
tobe taken from Salem Creainery for 
one yvenr, March 20th W907 to March 
20th TOOS, payable quarterly in ad. 
vance, LS. Pyler, 
Sevretury. 


Trees For Sale 


All who want home grown trees, all 
twice frousphioted and sure growers, 
vam get then at Salem Nursery. 2 taave 


adarge variety of Grunmental aud shade 
trees for comeleryea, parks, rtreet and 
fawns, jn sizes trom 14 te 10) feet high. 
All kinds of everprecis, spruce, pines nnd 
cedars from 2 to 10) teet, transplanted, 
Cwill sell all below Ges as Loam ean 
pelled to ¢h.se qut on aeeonut of sick- 
ness, 
G. Roethe, Salem S. Dak, 


First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Preaching, T0sk0 a. me and T:h0 pom, 
Suoday School, 12:00 p. a, 

Jonior League, S240 p.m. 

Epworth Leagae, T7200 p.m. 

Prayer Meeting, Tharsday 7:30 p.m. 

Straugerein the eiry and the publie 

generally are always welcome. 
Presbyterian Mectings, 

Morning service, 11:00 a. m, 

Evening service, 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday school, 12:00. 

Prayer meeting, Wednesday evening 

M. M, Wulteronp, Pastor 
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Pioneer Register 


Financial Statement, 


OP the Commereial State Bank at Sate in 
Hie State ot South Dakotas at tle close et Tarsi- 
ness ou the 23rd dite of Pebraaiy, bo 7, 


RESOURGELS, 


uit ited clisvowtats .., 
Pwr) Lantins, 


Shocle- amd bomds oo. weTSeoss * 
Kel Ustate. inetuding  bratime 
Vater tirniture add Asxstures. 


PUP WSs vawease cess r SUA 
Cash on hand tia baud... 8,255.70 
21 HS.4 
Dla svesargeescnssnedsacs onnegcvacsscge SLARSET SD 
LIAKLLUTIES. 
Capital stock paid im... ee SVT MO 
DT UPTGE coe a eee aoe pa 33 LUO HT 
Vudisided profits (ne ‘ 718.04) 
Ponte Deposits... (k) 
WHIM Deposits. cece SO 8UR.I9 


D, Go.psmitn, Cashier, 
Subseribed and sworn to before me this 
fwenty-seventh day of Pebruary, 1907. 
AS l P.W. Seanlan 


~ SEAL. Notary Public. 
pegieg 


We Are Experts in Making 


HOUSE PAINTS 


We have been constantly at it for sixty-five years and 
we know that we make the best and most economical house 
paints in the world. ‘They have been tested in every con- 
ceivable manner for sixty-five years and have never failed. 

They last the longest and have greater preservative Gual- 
ities than other paints. For these reasons, combined with the 
fact that they cover a greater surface per gallon than other 
paints, they are by far the cheapest in the end. It is the 
part of wisdom to demand 


MASURY’S HOUSE PAINTS 


MANUFACTURED BY 


JOHN W. MASURY & SON 
NEW YORK and CHICAGO 


The Circulation Stimulated + 
a and the Muscles and Joints 
* lubricated by using 


Sloans 
Liniment | 


Price 25¢ 50c & $1.00 
Sold by all Dealers 


‘Sloaris Treatise On The Horse” Sent Free 
Address Dr. Earl S.Sloan,Boston,Mass. 


An Increasing Livery Business 


We have increased our livery facilities by adding new equip- 
ment and by having only the beat, accomodating and most 
carelul attendants, Wesolicit your patronage and assure 
you that we can please you iv priceas well aa service. 


G. © Schmidt successor 0 € A. Barnbart 


The Register For Job Printing 


LOW RATES viathe 


North-Western Line 


ly One way second class colonist tickets will be on sale 
30.65 daily, March Ist to April 30th to many points in Cali- 


Califoriia 


fornia, a reduction of $15 from second class rates, 
Also corresponding reduction to mauy points in 
Arizona, Mexico, New Mexico, Texas, 


Chrough Courist Cars to California 


TUESDAYS—TIIURSDAYS SATURDAYS 


One way second class colonist tickets will be on sale 
$25.00 daily, March Ist to April 30th to Portland, Seattle, 
Tacoma and Puget Sound points; proportionately low 
Portland rates to many points in Colorado, Utah, Nevada, 


Seattle Idaho and Montana. 


Round Crip Every first and third Tuesday of each month until 

April 30th, Special Homeseekers round trip tickets 

Southeast will be sold at less than the one way rate for the 

Southwest round trip tomany pvints in Arkansas, Indian Terri- 

tory, Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, Mexico, Also 

homeseekers excursion tickets to points in Black Hills 

S. D., Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas and points in 
southeastern states. 


Special One Way Colonist Tickets will be on sale at about half the regular 
one way rate to many points in Arkansas, Indian Territory, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Texas, Black Hills and Wyoming. 


If you contemplate a trip—no matter where—for rates and other in- 
formation call or address— 
J. A. Dawson 


€. R. Ghapman 
Tray. Pass’r Ag’t., St.Paul Agent, Salem, S. Dak, 


eas . am ynsrat epeeste tel ge sagas CHICAGO, SE. PAUL, MINNEAPOLIS 
CHICAGO & NORTUI-WESTERN RY. Me eM STR ES 
Nu, 25. Pa outta. oak ier MOEN TST 
Nic assem ee ons he es | NO RAceomN satiate eeese cess GEA 
Nu. te Birciygleiearrivs passengers] 1:40 pe te) NOT pt cceatarercccsscencececencas TEA prod | 
GOING SOW Nar. VW, Passet@rer's eee eee eee eee BT 
No. TOS, Passenger. -- 28 OTA Th. uy , = 
Now Thy Vayssonerer drone ts ae 1:05 pom. ( : = QUINT WEST 
Now Hy Mei curries patssyiierers). Wisddaa. my Naw 15, Passenges Se NE eh An ie 
No WM rvigdt (carries peisseiire rs), mt 
= TS. Nu, 13. Pussenper... fran Pte 20225 a 


MR. FARMER 


The Farmers’ Tribune, 


Sioux City, Iowa, 

Is beyond 3 aoubt the strongest agricultural weekly paper In the west. 
It is published for the benefit of farm- 
ers of Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, 
and Nebraska and it champions 
your interests. It is edited by men 
who are thoroughly versed in agricul- 
ture. Mr, John Thompson, the editor, 
formerly of the University of Minne- 
sota, is recognized as an authority on 
matters pertaining to agriculture, Mr. 
H. G, McMillan, general manager of the 
paper, is owner of one of the largest 
and best known breeding farms in the 
United States and he knows what an 
agricultural journal must be in order to 
be of the greatest value to its readers, 

; Among its contributors are: 
Prof. @. F. Curtiss ot the Iowa Agricultural College. 
Prof. H. RK. Smith of the Nebraska Agricultural College. 
Prof. J. W. Wilson of the South Dakota Agricultural College 
Prof. T, L. Haecker of the University of Minnesota. 


The paper is abeolutely reliable in every respect, 

It stops when subscriptions expire. 

Regular subscription price $1.00 per year in advance. 
We urge our readers to take advantage of the following 


SPECIAL OFFER: 


Farmers’ Tribume, 1 yr, $1.00) Quy Price for 
Pioneer Rewister, 1 Yt, $1.50 > pow papers 


Total, +» = $2.50 51.50 


Call at this office or send us your subscription by mail 
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The Morrison-Weber Post III Band of the American Legion, Bridgewater, 


S.Dak. 


LIN PIONRER” . ; 


Paul Tschetter in Pioneer Days in S.D. in 1880. 


This photo shows Andrew Ericsson plowing in about 1902. 
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This is the only historical marker in McCook County. It is located on Highway 16 at 

Bridgewater and bears the following inscription: 
Bridgewater 
1880 

The Milwaukee, building from Marion to the Missouri, in 1880 soon reached 
Nation, platted in 1879 by Robert and J. B. Nation, with Orlan K. Bullard its 
postmaster on 5 January 1880 and when changed to Bridgewater on November 
20th he continued to serve. The election that year shifted the county seat from 
Cameron to Bridgewater, 119 to 109, when the canvassing board threw out 76 
votes for Montrose on the pretext that it was nonexistent. The Cameron 
pioneers flocked to Bridgewater and to Melas (Salem in reverse) and County 
Clerk H.H. Pierce took the records to the new Courthouse in Bridgewater on the 
corner of Poplar and 3rd Streets. Tabor & Berry, storekeepers at Cameron, 
shifted to Bridgewater too and had their store S of the tracks where the 
Shannard elevator now is located and all went through the terrific blizzard 
winter of 1880-81 without a train from January to April. That spring J.P. 
McKee’s general store and W.J. Bollinger’s hardware were put up on Poplar 
and Nation’s bank at 3rd and Main. Salem won the county seat in the 1882 
election. The school was moved from south of the tracks and a fine new 36x40 
building erected in 1883 as well as the Catholic, Methodist & Presbyterian 
Churches. The Tribune was started in February 1881 and E.C. Kibbe ran the 
“Cricket” as an opposition paper. Thus for 80 years Bridgewater has been a 
good place to live and gets better every year. 


This picture was taken in 1898 and is highway 81 looking north. The farmers 
are hauling grain in sacks. You can see part of the Salem Special building to the far 


South Dakota in 1880. These oxen were bought as steers from C.K. Howard, 
Sioux Falls in the spring of 1881 by Ander Ericsson and used to break up his 
homestead. Later they were used by Hans Olson to break up his place. Hans 
Olson helped to build the Queen Bee Mill in Sioux Falls in 1880. He was one of the 
contractors who built St. Mary’s Church in 1898. He filed on land north of Salem 
in 1887. He laid the foundation for the Lewis House in Salem. Hans Olson must 


have had one of the first reapers in his neighborhood. His home was 11 miles 
north and 1 mile west of Salem, S.D. 


left, the Catholic Church in the background and Don Gibson’s house to the north. 


Bridgewater’s famous Colony Band. 


A photo of J. Elmer Sandberg in January, 1966 having a cold cup of coffee by 
his Christmas trees. Elmer is responsible for many of the pictures and much of 
the history that went into the making of this book for which we say a very 
special ‘‘thank you"' to you, Elmer. 


This picture was taken in the Ramsey Gulch in 1884. This was first called the 
Miller Gulch and is 7 miles north and 8% east of Salem, and is ‘2 mile northeast 
from the Ramsey Church. This was a machine fired with wood and horses were 
used to help pull and guide the engine and was one of the first steam rigs in 
McCook County and as you will see, it had a chain drive to the fly-wheel. The 
make of the engine is not known. The Ramsey Gulch was a favorite picnic spot 
in earlier days in McCook County and many people would go there for their 
Sunday picnics and dinners. 


On July 17, 1949 at 8:00 p.m. this tornato struck north of Salem on highway 81. 
At the Mission Church a crowd watched and then drove north out of its path. 
Nine sets of buildings were within one mile or less of its path. Grain fields were 
sucked free of complete shocks. Fences were torn up and twisted and high line 
and telephone wires were draped like Christmas trees with gobs of icicles. At the 
Unityville cross roads, the tornado became powerful and dropped down along 
the creek on the Fred Weld Farm. The barn went, the chicken house went over 
the house. Straw drove bullet like holes through the brooder house windows, but 
the little brooder house stood. Then the tornado moved east toward Wilbur 
Ericsson and Axel Jacobsons. The wind shifted and only 15 acres of grain were 
left as it hit Axel Jacobson’s field in three places. Then within blocks of Axel’s 
house it played itself out in a cleared smooth place it made in the eorn fields. 
Twisted sections of his five section drag were found at this spot, parts of the drag 
were along the creek, however, broken and part of the drag was never found. Other 
machinery belonging to Fred Weld were found nearby. Over Salem, five miles south, 
straw and dust sifted down as the wind turned. This picture was taken by Mrs. Ivar 
Ericsson. 
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This picture was taken in Salem, S.D. where the Standard Oil Co. station is 
now located and was taken in December, 1900. David Anderson is on the sheller 
and Henry Anderson is standing, Keuben Anderson is sitting on the horse 
power. They had shelled for Mr. Gapp for the American Grain Co. They also 
shelled 11,000 bushels of corn in January, 1901 for J.K. Linkenfelter. Carl J. 
Peterson is seen standing by the horse power. Henry Anderson was a McCook 
County Commissioner for 23 years. 


Another photo of the tornado on July 17, 1949 at 8:00 p.m. taken by J. 
Elmer Sandberg. It lifted shocks as it started as a strong whirl wind in his field ‘2 
mile southwest of his place. From Highway 81 it looked like a dust storm as it came 
two blocks from his house and traveled east in a path ‘4 mile wide. Trees across from 
his mail box were broken and from Highway 81, one tree was seen broken off and go 
up into the cloud. The neighbors on his south edge had their hog feeder, board fence 
and other small items and fanning mill sucked to its center. 


ps 
An inside view of the Tyler & Hallas Hardware during a Majestic Range Sale 
in Salem in 1900. 


The first day opening of the Salem Swimming Pool in 1959. 


This photo was taken in March of 1916 and shows the crew it took to move the the snow. Spring was just coming in so it made it very heavy to move.as it cul down 
Gust Johanson house to Unityville. There were 24 horses hooked onto the house, into the bar soil. It took 3 days to move 3 miles! 
each man drove 4 horses. Twenty seven people worked to move the house on skids in 
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of a horse power. This threshing rig was sold to Conrad and Adolph Ericsson 
Minneapolis engine on the platform. The engineer is A.C. (Conrad) Ericsson 


The above is a steam rig owned by Gurin Sandberg in 1896. This is a 16 hp 


in 1901. They thrashed two years with it, then sold it back to C.G. Sandberg. In 


1903 Mr. Sandberg died and it was sold in the auction sale in Feburary, 1904 to 
George Feterl. 


and in the buggy at the left the man with lines is Mr. Sandberg and next tp him is 
Jonas Zingmark. The man on the water tank was thought to be A.C. Ericsson 
(Adolph). The wheels on this straw wagon came from an old threshing machine 


a 


FOUTH BIMOTAS 


This is how it looked when the big dust storms were coming. You could not see 
the sun for the dust. This a view of one of South Dakota’s ‘black blizzards” in 


a 1934. 


The Center Lutheran Church taken about 1908 when the new barn was built. 
The old barn was built about 1900. 


A parade celebrating July 4, 1904. The view is looking north on Main Street. 
Note the church on North Main Street. It was bought and moved 6 miles north 


Another view of the Salem flood in 1907. The MeCook County Courthouse is 
by the Mission Covenant Congregation in 1909, 


sven in the background. 


This photo was taken at the Nils Gabrielson schoolhouse 3 miles north and 4 
mile west of Salem about 1903. The little boy with the white front is John Bies, 
Albin Schroeder is on the right side of Bies. Herbert Anderson is on the far right 
and Emelia Gabrielson Sandberg is next to Herbert. The little “Napoleon” is 
Henry Gabrielson. 


7% Ss oa lines “ 6 ~ Another view of Spencer's first serious fire which occurred August 5, 1908. 
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In the blacksmith shop in Salem, S.D. in the early 1900's located on the corner 
north of the Senior Citizen's Center, now the Midway Machinery lot. Left to 
right, Ed Hanson, Henry Hanson and Hans Nelson. 


Painting of the steeple of the Center Lutheran Church in October, 1962. J. 
Elmer Sandberg is way at the top and Leslie Sandine in the swing. This was the 
last time the steeple was painted as the steeple was removed when the church was 
Sport Day celebration in Canistota, 8.D. on July 10, 1913. remodeled, only the memories remain of the job well done. 


J. Hansons 
Bridgewater. 
The W. F. Shoop Store in Spencer, 
§.D., in 1893. 


Grocery Store 


The view of the south end of Main Street in Bridgewater S. D. 


Sport Day in Canistota celebrated on July 8, 1915. This event is still celebrated 


each year and is highly attended even after all these years. Congratulations to 
Canistota for making this celebration so successful each year! 


